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Michigan Department of Natural Resources – Law Enforcement Division DNR Cashier’s  Use Only  

APPLICATION FOR PILOT’S LICENSE FOR 
VESSELS TO CARRY PASSENGERS FOR HIRE 

Required under authority of Part 445 of Act 451, P.A. of 1994, as amended. Any person violating the 
provisions of this Act is guilty of a misdemeanor and may be subject to fine and/or imprisonment. 

Remit $30.00 fee with application. Make check or money order payable to “STATE OF MICHIGAN.” 
A New License: Applicants must contact their local DNR District Office to schedule written examination (see page 2). 

The applicant must notify the DNR District Office of cancellation at least 24 hours prior to the scheduled examination appointment. Failure to do so shall result in 
application fee forfeiture. Upon forfeiture of an application fee, applicant must submit a new application and the required fee before the department conducts an 
examination for the Inland Pilot’s license. 

A License Renewal: If an applicant’s license has expired, they must apply for a new license, as well as contact their 
local DNR District Office to schedule a written examination. Mail application and fee to appropriate DNR District Office (see 
page 2). 

Expiration Date of Current License 

Applicant’s Name (Last, First, Middle) Date of Birth Telephone (including area code) 

Address, City, State, ZIP Code E-mail 

Number of years you have operated a boat: Vessel Length Beam 

Vessel Type: 
Air Boat Auxiliary Sail Cabin Motorboat Houseboat Inflatable Boat Open Motorboat Paddlecraft Personal Watercraft 
Pontoon Boat Rowboat Sail Only Other: 

Propulsion Type: 
Air Thrust Manual Propeller Sail  Water Jet 
Other: 

Engine Drive Type: 
Inboard  Outboard  Pod Drive  Sterndrive 
Other: 

No Yes Have you ever been awarded a U.S. Coast Guard Merchant Mariner Credential? 
If yes, provide copy and list the expiration date 

No Yes Have you ever been convicted of a serious violation of the marine laws of the United States or the State of Michigan within the last 3 
years? 

No Yes Have you ever been convicted by a court of record for a felony violation of the laws of the United States or the State of Michigan within the 
last 5 years? 

No Yes Do you have more than 90 days experience, within the preceding 24 months, operating a noncommercial vessel of a type similar to the 
vessel for which the pilot's license is being sought? 

No Yes Do you have 90 days' experience, within the preceding 24 months, as a full-time crew member on a commercial vessel of a type similar to 
the vessel for which the pilot's license is sought and shall have received instruction from a licensed pilot in the operation of the vessel. 

No Yes 
Do you have a Boating Safety Certificate? (Those born on or after July 1, 1996, may operate a motorboat legally only if they have been 
issued a boating safety certificate and have it on board the boat. Those born before July 1, 1996, may operate a motorboat legally without 
a Boating Safety Certificate.) If yes, please provide a copy. 

I hereby certify that I am an able-bodied individual and that I possess the requisite ability, knowledge, and experience to operate a vessel carrying passengers-
for-hire. I further certify that all the statements set forth in this application are true to the best of my knowledge. 
Applicant Signature Date 

FOR VESSEL OWNERS OTHER THAN APPLICANT 
Name of Vessel Vessel Registration Number Area(s) of Operation 

I certify that I am the owner of the above-named vessel for which the above-named person has experience in operating a vessel carrying passengers-for-hire 
on the waters of the State of Michigan. I further certify that the answers given by the above applicant are true to the best of my knowledge.  I further state that, 
in my opinion, this applicant is fully capable of operating this vessel carrying passengers-for-hire; I entrust the operation of my boat to this person without 
hesitation; and I recommend a pilot's license be issued to the applicant. 
Vessel Owner’s Name Vessel Owner’s Signature Date 

PHYSICIAN'S STATEMENT OF APPLICANT S GENERAL PHYSICAL CONDITION MUST BE A MICHIGAN LICENSED PHYSICIAN 
Acute General Disease Badly Impaired Hearing Color Blindness Epilepsy Insanity Neurosyphilis Other Defect Senility 

No Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes 

Vision: Left Eye 
Corrected Uncorrected 

Vision: Right Eye 
Corrected Uncorrected 

Physician’s Name (Last, First, Middle) Medical License Number Telephone (including area code) 

Address, City, State, ZIP Code 

I have examined and find the named applicant competent to perform ordinary duties of a licensed operator. 
Physician’s Signature Date 
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DNR LAW ENFORCEMENT DISTRICT OFFICES & COUNTIES UNDER DISTRICT JURISDICTION 

IF YOU LIVE IN: SEND YOUR APPLICATION TO: TELEPHONE NUMBER 

Baraga Keweenaw 
Dickinson Marquette 
Gogebic Menominee 
Houghton Ontonagon 
Iron 

District 1  Law Enforcement Division 
Marquette Customer Service Center  
Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
1990 US-41 South 
Marquette, MI  49855 

906-228-6561

Alger Luce 
Chippewa Mackinac 
Delta Schoolcraft 

District 2  Law Enforcement Division 
Newberry Customer Service Center  
Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
5100 State Hwy M-123 
Newberry, MI  49868 

906-293-5131

Alpena Emmet 
Antrim Montmorency 
Charlevoix Otsego 
Cheboygan Presque Isle 

District 3  Law Enforcement Division 
Gaylord Customer Service Center 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
1732 West M-32 
Gaylord, MI  49735  

989-732-3541

Benzie Mason 
Grand Traverse Mecosta 
Lake Newaygo 
Leelanau  Oceana 
Manistee  Wexford 

District 4  Law Enforcement Division 
Cadillac Customer Service Center 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
8015 Mackinaw Trail 
Cadillac, MI  49601 

231-775-9727

Alcona Kalkaska 
Arenac Missaukee 
Clare Ogemaw 
Crawford  Osceola 
Gladwin Oscoda 
Iosco Roscommon 

District 5  Law Enforcement Division 
Roscommon Customer Service Center 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
8717 North Roscommon Road 
Roscommon, MI  48653 

989-275-5151

Bay Montcalm 
Gratiot Saginaw 
Huron Sanilac 
Isabella Tuscola 
Midland 

District 6  Law Enforcement Division 
Bay City Customer Service Center 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
3580 State Park Drive 
Bay City, MI  48706 

989-684-9141

Allegan Kent 
Barry Muskegon 
Berrien Ottawa 
Cass St. Joseph 
Kalamazoo Van Buren 

District 7  Law Enforcement Division 
Plainwell Customer Service Center 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
621 North 10th Street 
Plainwell, MI  49080 

269-685-6851

Branch Ingham 
Calhoun Ionia 
Clinton Jackson 
Eaton Shiawassee 
Hillsdale 

District 8  Law Enforcement Division 
Lansing Customer Service Center 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
4166 Legacy Parkway 
Lansing, MI  48911  

517-284-4720

Genesee  Monroe 
Lapeer Oakland 
Lenawee  St. Clair 
Livingston Washtenaw 
Macomb Wayne 

District 9  Law Enforcement Division 
Metro Detroit Customer Service Center 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
1801 Atwater Street 
Detroit, MI  48207 

313-396-6890
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