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Conservation Projects Funded 

The division awarded $910,000 for 18 conservation projects 

through the Wildlife Habitat Grant Program to improve wildlife 

habitat to benefit wildlife species and wildlife-based recreation.  

The WHGP is partner driven and promotes the goals of the Wildlife 

Division and partners through statewide habitat improvements.  

Project outputs include developing large grassland complexes, 

restoring early successional forest, creating forest openings, and 

increasing wildlife food sources.  These activities are funded by 

Game and Fish funds and provide food and shelter throughout the 

year for Michigan’s game species.  Projects during 2016 were 

successful in developing or restoring thousands of acres for the 

benefit of wildlife species and Michigan’s citizens alike. The 

Wildlife Division is highly 

invested in the WHGP and we 

see great benefit in continued 

habitat restoration partnerships 

in coming years. 
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Wildlife Habitat Grant Program 

Two of the Wildlife Division’s main goals are to manage sustainable 

wildlife populations and manage habitat for those populations.  

With limited staff time it is often difficult to get all of the important 

projects done.  The Wildlife Habitat Grant Program (WHGP) was 

started in 2013 to help bridge that accomplishment gap and 

connect with new and old conservation partners.  Funds are 

available each year to a wide-range of groups and individuals, and 

interested applicants apply through a competitive process.  During 

development and implementation, most applicants work with local 

biologist to develop a habitat management plan that will most 

effectively meet Wildlife Division and partner goals.  This is an 

annual program and this report summarizes the results from FY 

2016 WHGP projects.   
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Deer Habitat Improvement 
Partnership Initiative 

The Deer Habitat Improvement 
Partnership Initiative is a grant 
program designed to foster 
productive relationships between 
the DNR, sportsmen's 
organizations, concerned citizens 
and other partners that produce 
tangible deer habitat 
improvement benefits and 
educate the public about the 
importance of the work and the 
scientific principles involved in 
it.  The broad purpose of this 
initiative is to develop a 
collaborative approach to deer 
habitat improvement on private 

land ownerships across the 
Upper Peninsula. 
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Deer Habitat Improvement Partnership 
Initiative Grants Awarded: 



NLP Deer PLAN Grant Program 

The Northern Lower Peninsula Deer Private Land Assistance 
Network (NLP Deer PLAN) is a grant program designed 
to  produce tangible deer habitat improvements, foster 
productive relationships between the DNR, sportsmen's 
organizations and private landowners, increase deer availability 
to public and private land hunters, reduce transmission of Bovine 
Tuberculosis and agricultural damage caused by deer and 
encourage the harvest of deer, especially antlerless deer and 
testing of deer for Bovine Tuberculosis.  The purpose of the NLP 
Deer PLAN is to develop a collaborative approach to deer 
habitat improvement on private land ownerships in the NLP.   The 
division awarded $50,000 for eight conservation projects through 
the NLP Deer PLAN to improve deer habitat  in Presque Isle, 
Montmorency, and Alcona counties.   

 
NLP Deer PLAN Grants Awarded: 

Deer Camp Survey Results—completed by Deer PLAN Grant Participants: 

Deer Camp Survey Questions  Total: 

Total number of bucks harvested 13 

Total number antlerless deer harvested 15 

Total number of fawns harvested 4 

Compared to last year, how would you rate the deer herd around 
your camp?   

More deer seen this year versus last year 2 

Same  number of deer seen as last year 4 

Fewer deer seen this year versus last year 2 

How does your camp rate this year's deer season?   

Excellent 3 

Good 2 

Fair 3 

Poor 0 


