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RESERVED WATERFOWL DRAWING

How does the reserved waterfowl hunt drawing system work?

Hunters are selected for a reserved waterfowl hunt using a random drawing
system. In the annual drawing, Michigan residents and nonresidents are equally
eligible for selection. For more information on the reserved waterfowl hunt
drawing, visit Michigan.gov/Waterfowl.

Reserved waterfowl hunts

Successful applicants must be accompanied by one to three appropriately
licensed hunters. Maximum party size is four hunters, but no more than two adults
per party during youth hunts. Hunt parties do not need to be determined at the
time of application. You cannot change your hunt choice once you are selected.
Cash refunds are not permitted. The number of available hunts in 2026 is subject
to change.

Location Hunt date Hunt hours Hunts Hunt
available number

Fish Point Oct. 3 a.m. 35 0017
Fish Point Oct. 3 p.m., youth* 35 0018
Fish Point Oct. 4 a.m. 35 0019
Fish Point Oct. 4 p.m. 35 0020
Harsens Island | Oct. 17 a.m. 35 0001
Harsens Island | Oct. 17 p.m., youth* 35 0002
Harsens Island | Oct. 18 a.m. 35 0003
Harsens Island | Oct. 18 p.m. 35 0004
Nayanquing Oct. 3 a.m. 25 0025
Point

Nayanquing Oct. 3 p.m., youth* 25 0026
Point

Nayanquing Oct. 4 a.m. 25 0027
Point

Nayanquing Oct. 4 p.m. 25 0028
Point

Pointe Mouillee | Oct. 17 a.m. 21 0033
Pointe Mouillee | Oct. 17 p.m., youth* 21 0034
Pointe Mouillee | Oct. 18 a.m. 21 0035
Pointe Mouillee | Oct. 18 p.m. 21 0036
Shiawassee Oct. 17 a.m. 40 0009
River

Table continued P
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RESERVED WATERFOWL DRAWING

Shiawassee Oct. 17 p.m., youth* 40 0010
River
Shiawassee Oct. 18 a.m. 40 0011
River
Shiawassee Oct. 18 p.m. 40 0012
River

*Rules for reserved p.m. youth hunts: Anyone may apply. Hunt parties do not need to be
determined at the time of application. Maximum party size is four hunters, with no more than two
adults per party. On the day of the hunt, the hunting parties must have at least one licensed youth
16 years old or younger. A parent or legal guardian may not allow a youth hunter 10-16 years old to
participate unless accompanied by a licensed adult meeting all other reserved hunt requirements.
Youth hunters under 10 must be accompanied by a qualified Mentored Hunting Program mentor.

Application information

When is the application period for the 2026 reserved waterfowl hunt drawing?
The application period is Aug. 1-28, 2026.

How much is an application?
An application is $5.

How many reserved waterfowl hunt applications can | purchase?
You can only purchase one reserved waterfowl hunt application per year. You can
apply for a specific reserved waterfowl hunt during specific season dates.

Do I need to have a base license or waterfowl license before applying?

No. You can apply prior to obtaining your licenses. To avoid delays at check
stations, hunters are urged to purchase all licenses in advance of their reserved
hunt.

Which identification do | need to purchase an application?

To purchase a reserved waterfowl hunt application in Michigan, you must have one
of the following forms of identification:

* Valid Michigan driver’s license.

e Valid nonresident driver’s license.

* State of Michigan ID card (issued by the Secretary of State).

¢ Michigan DNR Sportcard.

Where can | purchase an application?

You can purchase an application from any license agent, online at
Michigan.gov/DNRLicenses or on the Michigan DNR Hunt Fish app. The app is
available for download at the Google Play Store or the Apple App Store. Find a
license agent at Michigan.gov/DNRLicenseAgents.
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Eligible applicants

Who is eligible to apply for the drawing?

The following people are eligible to apply for a reserved waterfowl hunt (unless

they have an active revocation or are otherwise ineligible):

e A person who is 9 years old or younger and is licensed under the Mentored
Hunting Program.

e A person who is or will be 10 years old or older and has a hunter education
certificate.

e A person who is licensed as an apprentice hunter or an inclusive mentored
hunter.

Application process

How do | apply for the drawing?

1. Look at the reserved waterfowl hunt table on pages 31-32 and choose the
area you want to hunt. Choose your desired season date and time for the area
you want to select. Make note of the corresponding hunt number(s) and be
sure to select this number when purchasing your application.

. Purchase an application for the hunt number(s) you chose (you can select two
hunt numbers — first and second choice).

3. Check your receipt for accuracy and retain it as proof of your application.

N

What is the difference between “first hunt choice” and “second hunt choice”?
First hunt choices have priority for selection. When applying, you must choose

a first hunt choice and may also choose an optional second hunt choice. If you
choose a second hunt choice, it will be considered only if licenses remain for that
hunt number after all first hunt choices have been awarded for all applicants.
There is no guarantee that licenses will be available for second hunt choices for
any hunt number.

The receipt | received is not printed clearly or has an error. What do | do?

You are responsible for obtaining a DNR application receipt that correctly states
your customer ID and hunt choice. Do not accept a receipt that is not legible.
Check your receipt for accuracy and retain it as proof that you applied. Ensure any
application errors are corrected prior to the application deadline. If you submit an
invalid application, you will be ineligible for the drawing.

I am having trouble applying. What do | do?
You can call 517-284-9453 for assistance.
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Drawing results

When will drawing results be available?
Drawing results will be available on Sept. 14, 2026.

How do | check my drawing results?

You can check your drawing results online at Michigan.gov/DNRLicenses, through
the Michigan DNR Hunt Fish app or by calling 517-284-9453. You are responsible
for obtaining your drawing results.

What happens if | am selected for a hunt in the drawing?

If you are selected for a hunt in the drawing, you will be eligible to participate

in a “day-of” drawing at the location, date and time assigned to you. You

are not required to provide proof of a successful application in the reserved
waterfowl hunting drawing. Local staff will verify your eligibility on location.

Hunting conditions (e.g., water levels, crop conditions) may vary, and hunters

are encouraged to call area headquarters for the most up-to-date conditions.
Managed waterfowl areas enforce special rules (e.g., shell limits, shot sizes, use of
motion-winged decoys). Consult area maps or contact area headquarters for more
information.

Which species can | harvest during the reserved waterfowl hunt?

During the reserved waterfowl hunt, you can harvest common gallinules, coots,
dark geese (Canada, white-fronted and brant), ducks, light geese (snow, blue,
Ross’s), mergansers, Virginia rails, sora rails and Wilson’s snipes. Species-specific
bag limits must be followed (go to the Bag limits section for more information).
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WHEN AND WHERE TO HUNT

When is it legal for me to hunt waterfowl?

Legal hunting hours for waterfowl (one half-hour before sunrise to sunset) for
Zone A are printed in the table. Hunting hours for the early teal season differ,

go to the Zone A early teal season hunting hours table. To determine the opening
(a.m.) or closing (p.m.) time in another zone, add the minutes shown on the map
for the zone to the time from the Zone A hunting hours table. The hunting hours
listed in the table reflect Eastern Time, adjusted for daylight saving time where
appropriate. If you are hunting in Gogebic, Iron, Dickinson or Menominee counties
(Central Time), you must make an additional adjustment to the printed time by
subtracting one hour.

Hunting time zones map

Huntlng-hour
time zone D
+18 min. H
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time zone A
+ 0 minutes
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+12 minutes | + 6 minutes
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for exact start and
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Isle Royale (not pictured), part of Keweenaw County, is closed to hunting and trapping.
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WHEN AND WHERE TO HUNT

Zone A hunting hours table
(September - October 2026)

Hunting hours listed are one half-hour before sunrise to
sunset (adjusted for daylight saving time).

Zone A early teal
season hunting

Time Time Time Time

hours table ZoneA  Zone A ZoneA  Zone A
(September 2026) a.m. p.m. a-m- p-m.
Hunting hours listed for Sept.1 | ©28 s05 ||Oct1 g 710
the early teal season are [ Sept.2 | 6:29 803 || 9ct2 700 r14
sunrise to sunset (adjusted | sept. 3 6:30 8:02 Oct. 3 7:02 713
for daylight saving time). Sept. 4 631 2:00 Oct. 4 7:03 711
Time Time | 6:32 759 || Oct.5 7:04 7:10
z:::_A z:f‘;_A Sept.6 | 6:33 757 || Oct-© 7:05 7:08
sept.1 | 658 | so05 ||Sept.7 | 634 | 755 [|OCkT | 706 ror
sept.2 | 6:59 8:03 ||Sept.8 | 6:35 7:54 |[Oct.8 7:07 7:05
Sept.3 | 7:00 8:02 |[[Sept.9 | 6:36 752 || Oct-9 7:08 7:03
Sept.4 | 701 8:00 |[Sept.20| 6:37 751 |[JOSEEON 709 7:02
Sept.5 | 7:02 759 ||Sept.11| 6:38 749 |[Oct11 ] A1 7:00
Sept.6 | 7.03 757 |[Sept.12| 6:39 747 || Octd2 | 712 6:59
Sept.7 | 704 755 |[Sept.13| 6:40 746 |[Oet13 | 713 6:57
Sept.8 | 7:05 7:54 ||Sept.14 [ 6:41 744 |[Oct24 | 714 6:56
Sept.9 | 7:06 752 || Sept.15| 6:42 742 |[Oet1S | 715 6:54
Sept.16 | 6:43 7:41 Oct. 16 7:16 6:53
Sept. 17 | 6:44 7:39 Oct. 17 717 6:51
Sept.18 | 6:45 7:37 Oct.18 | 7:19 6:50
Sept.19 | 6:46 7:36 Oct.19 | 720 6:49
Sept.20 | 6:48 7:34 Oct.20 | 721 6:47
Sept.21 | 6:49 7:32 Oct.21 | 722 6:46
Sept.22 | 6:50 7:31 Oct. 22 7:23 6:44
Sept.23 | 6:51 7:29 Oct.23 | 725 6:43
Sept.24 | 6:52 7:27 Oct.24 | 726 6:42
Sept.25 | 6:53 7:26 Oct.25 | T7:27 6:40
Sept.26 | 6:54 7:24 Oct.26 | 7:28 6:39
Sept.27 | 6:55 7:23 Oct. 27 7:29 6:38
Sept.28 | 6:56 7:21 Oct.28 | 731 6:36
Sept. 29 6:57 7:19 Oct. 29 7:32 6:35
Sept. 30 6:58 7:18 Oct. 30 7:33 6:34
Oct.31 | 7:34 6:33




Zone A hunting hours table (November - December 2026)

Hunting hours listed are one half-hour before sunrise to sunset (adjusted for
daylight saving time).

Nov. 1 6:36 6:32 Dec. 1 712 5:10
Nov. 2 6:37 5:31 Dec. 2 7:13 5:10
Nov. 3 6:38 5:29 Dec. 3 7:14 5:10
Nov. 4 6:39 5:28 Dec. 4 7:15 5:09
Nov. 5 6:41 5:27 Dec. 5 7:16 5:09
Nov. 6 6:42 5:26 Dec. 6 717 5:09
Nov. 7 6:43 5:25 Dec. 7 7:18 5:09
Nov. 8 6:44 5:24 Dec. 8 7:19 5:09
Nov. 9 6:46 5:23 Dec. 9 7:20 5:09
Nov. 10 6:47 5:22 Dec. 10 7:20 5:10
Nov. 11 6:48 5:21 Dec. 11 7:21 5:10
Nov. 12 6:49 5:20 Dec. 12 7:22 5:10
Nov. 13 6:51 5:20 Dec. 13 7:23 5:10
Nov. 14 6:52 5:19 Dec. 14 724 5:10
Nov. 15 6:53 5:18 Dec. 15 724 5:11
Nov. 16 6:54 5:17 Dec. 16 7:25 5:11
Nov. 17 6:55 5:17 Dec. 17 7:26 5:11
Nov. 18 6:57 5:16 Dec. 18 7:26 5:12
Nov. 19 6:58 5:15 Dec. 19 .27 5:12
Nov. 20 6:59 5:15 Dec. 20 7:27 5:13
Nov. 21 7:00 5:14 Dec. 21 7:28 5:13
Nov. 22 7.02 5:13 Dec. 22 7:28 5:14
Nov. 23 7:03 5:13 Dec. 23 7:29 5:14
Nov. 24 7:.04 5:12 Dec. 24 7:29 5:15
Nov. 25 7:05 5:12 Dec. 25 7:30 5:15
Nov. 26 7:06 5:12 Dec. 26 7:30 5:16
Nov. 27 7.07 5:11 Dec. 27 7:30 5:17
Nov. 28 7:08 5:11 Dec. 28 7:31 5:17
Nov. 29 7:10 5:10 Dec. 29 7:31 5:18
Nov. 30 711 5:10 Dec. 30 7:31 5:19

Dec. 31 7:31 5:20




WHEN AND WHERE TO HUNT

Zone A hunting hours table (January - February 2027)

Hunting hours listed are one half-hour before sunrise to sunset.

Jan.1 7:31 5:10 Feb. 1 7:16 5:46
Jan. 2 7:31 5:11 Feb. 2 7:15 5:47
Jan. 3 7:31 5:12 Feb. 3 714 5:49
Jan. 4 7:31 5:13 Feb. 4 7:13 5:50
Jan. 5 7:31 5:14 Feb. 5 7:11 5:51
Jan. 6 731 5:15 Feb. 6 7:10 5:53
Jan. 7 731 5:16 Feb. 7 7:09 5:54
Jan. 8 731 5:17 Feb. 8 7:08 5:55
Jan. 9 7:31 5:18 Feb. 9 7:.07 5:57
Jan. 10 7:31 5:19 Feb. 10 7:.05 5:58
Jan.11 7:30 5:20 Feb. 11 7:04 5:59
Jan. 12 7:30 5:21 Feb. 12 7:03 6:01
Jan. 13 7:30 5:22 Feb. 13 7:02 6:02
Jan. 14 7:29 5:24 Feb. 14 7:00 6:03
Jan. 15 7:29 5:25 Feb. 15 6:59 6:04
Jan. 16 7:28 5:26
Jan. 17 7:28 5:27
Jan. 18 .27 5:28
Jan. 19 .27 5:30
Jan. 20 7:26 5:31
Jan. 21 7:25 5:32
Jan. 22 7:25 5:33
Jan. 23 724 5:35
Jan. 24 7:23 5:36
Jan. 25 7:22 5:37
Jan. 26 721 5:38
Jan. 27 7:21 5:40
Jan. 28 7:20 5:41
Jan. 29 7:19 5:42
Jan. 30 7:18 5:44
Jan. 31 717 5:45
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Waterfowl hunting zones

What are the waterfowl hunting zones?

Michigan is divided into waterfowl (duck, coot, common gallinule and goose)
hunting zones: North, Middle and South. The North Zone includes all of the Upper
Peninsula. The dividing line between the Middle Zone and South Zone is a line
beginning at the Wisconsin border in Lake Michigan, due west of the mouth of
Stony Creek in Oceana County; then due east to, and southeasterly along the
south shore of Stony Creek to Scenic Drive, southeasterly along Scenic Drive to
Stony Lake Road, easterly along Stony Lake and Garfield Roads to M-20, east
along M-20 to U.S. 10 Business Route (BR) in the city of Midland, east along

U.S. 10 BR to U.S. 10, easterly on U.S. 10 then crossing U.S. 75 to state highway
M-25 (west of the town of Bay City), easterly along M-25 into Tuscola County then
northeasterly and easterly on M-25 through Tuscola County into Huron County,
turning southeasterly on M-25 (near the town of Huron City; also locally named
North Shore Road) to the centerline of Willow Creek in Section 4, TA8N R14E,
Huron County, then northerly along the centerline of Willow Creek to the mouth of
Willow Creek into Lake Huron, then directly due east along a line from the mouth
of Willow Creek heading east into Lake Huron to a point due east and on the
Michigan/USA-Canadian border.

SFox,
Islands &

North F2h 28
o *
Zone Leglanau

: " Alcona
== \Naterfowl . g R L L
zone boundaries

Local goose
management
units (GMUs):

(D Allegan
county GMU

(®Muskegon
county
wastewater
system GMU

-—== County boundaries
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WHEN AND WHERE TO HUNT

Safety zones

What are the safety zones around buildings when hunting with a firearm?
Safety zones are all areas within 150 yards (450 feet) of an occupied building,
dwelling, house, residence, cabin or any barn or other building used in a farm
operation. No person may hunt in, shoot through or shoot at any wild animal or
wild bird with a firearm within a safety zone without the written permission of the
owner or occupant of the property. The safety zone applies to hunting only. It does
not apply to indoor or outdoor shooting ranges, target shooting, law enforcement
activities or the lawful discharge of firearms for any nonhunting purpose.

National wildlife refuges and waterfowl production
areas

Can | hunt on national wildlife refuges and waterfowl production areas?

Federal waterfowl production areas are open to public hunting except where
prohibited. National wildlife refuges are closed to hunting unless expressly
permitted. All state laws apply to national wildlife refuge lands. Additional federal
regulations also apply and can be found in 50 CFR (Code of Federal Regulations)
at FWS.gov. Please consult the appropriate national wildlife refuge office for refuge-
specific regulations.

DNR-managed public lands

Over 4.5 million acres of public lands are managed by the DNR and open to
hunting!

Where can I find public hunting lands near me?

You can find places to hunt by visiting Michigan.gov/MiHunt. The interactive

DNR map application Mi-HUNT can help you plan your hunting and other outdoor
recreation adventures. It is the responsibility of the users of these maps to be
aware of all regulations relevant to their hunting activities and locations. These
maps show approximate boundaries of the lands open to public hunting. Please
note that Mi-HUNT may be unavailable due to maintenance.

Where do | find the rules for DNR-managed public lands?
You can find the DNR-managed public land use rules at Michigan.gov/DNRLaws.
Please keep in mind that you cannot:

e Cut branches, limbs, trees or other vegetation for shooting lanes on public
lands.

* Block any gate, road or trail on public lands.

e Camp on public lands without a permit. Free permits and applicable rules are
available at Michigan.gov/Camping or at most DNR offices. Permits must be
posted at your campsite. Dispersed camping is not allowed in state parks,
state recreation areas, state forest campgrounds and some state game areas.
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A fee is charged for camping at designated campsites in state parks, state
recreation areas, state forest campgrounds and some state game areas.

State parks and recreation areas

Can | hunt in state parks or recreation areas?

Yes. Some state parks and recreation areas are open to hunting. State parks
are closed to hunting. State parks are closed to hunting unless opened by law
(visit Michigan.gov/DNRLaws for more information). State recreation areas are
open to hunting unless closed by law. Approximately 92% of state park and state
recreation area lands are open to hunting. Contact your local DNR Parks and
Recreation or Wildlife office for more information.

Portions of the following state parks and scenic sites are open to waterfowl
hunting during established seasons.

¢ Algonac State Park e North Higgins Lake State Park
e Bay City State Park e 0Old Mission Point State Park

* Coldwater Lake State Park e Palms Book State Park

e Craig Lake State Park * Port Crescent State Park

¢ Duck Lake State Park e Sleeper State Park

¢ Fisherman’s Island State Park e South Higgins Lake State Park
* Fort Wilkins Stark Park e Sturgeon Point State Park

¢ Grand Mere State Park e Thompson’s Harbor State Park
e Hartwick Pines State Park e Van Buren State Park

e J. W. Wells State Park e Van Riper State Park

e Laughing Whitefish Falls State Park e Wagner Falls Scenic Site

e Mitchell State Park e Warren Dunes State Park

¢ Negwegon State Park e Watkins Lake State Park

The following state parks and recreation areas are closed entirely to waterfowl
hunting from Sept. 1-7. The locations or portions of them are open after Labor
Day.

* Cheboygan State Park ¢ Metamora-Hadley Recreation Area
e Fayette State Park e Porcupine Mountains Wilderness
 Fort Custer Recreation Area State Park

e Hoeft State Park * Rifle River Recreation Area

* Indian Lake State Park ¢ Silver Lake State Park

* Island Lake Recreation Area ¢ Sterling State Park

e Leelanau State Park e Tahquamenon Falls State Park

e Ludington State Park ¢ Wilderness State Park

e McLain State Park
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Portions of the following state parks and recreation areas are closed to waterfowl
hunting from Sept. 5-7. Portions are open after Labor Day.

* Seven Lakes State Park

Portions of the following state parks and recreation areas are closed to waterfowl
hunting from Sept. 1-7. Portions are open after Labor Day.

¢ Holly Recreation Area

* Pinckney Recreation Area

¢ Sleepy Hollow State Park

Portions of the following state recreation areas are closed to waterfowl hunting
from Sept. 1-15. Portions are open beginning Sept. 16.

* Brighton Recreation Area

e Fort Custer Recreation Area

* |onia Recreation Area

¢ |Island Lake Recreation Area

e Lake Hudson Recreation Area

* Metamora-Hadley Recreation Area

e Ortonville Recreation Area

¢ Pontiac Lake Recreation Area

* Waterloo Recreation Area

Portions of the following state recreation areas are closed to waterfowl hunting.
e Highland Recreation Area

¢ Lime Island Recreation Area

* Proud Lake Recreation Area

* Yankee Springs Recreation Area

Local municipalities

Are there any local municipalities with hunting or trapping restrictions?

Yes. Some local municipalities may be closed to hunting, trapping or the discharge
of firearms. Please contact the local municipality office or local law enforcement
agency to find out about restrictions.

Are there areas off-limits to waterfowl hunting?
Yes. Areas are posted to alert hunters that they are off-limits to hunting;:

* In Grand Traverse County: Boardman Lake and those waters of the Boardman
River lying north of Airport Road and south of the 8th Street Bridge are closed
to waterfowl hunting.

¢ In Roscommon County: Mud Lake, Lake St. Helen and the South Branch of
the Au Sable River connecting these two lakes are closed to public waterfowl
hunting.
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e There are also other closed areas in the state. Refer to chapter 8 of the Wildlife
Conservation Order for more information.

Can | float hunt along waterways?

Hunting and trapping are exclusive rights of landowner(s) bordering the waterway
and their invited guests. You must secure permission from the landowner(s)
before float hunting along those waterways that are protected by the recreational
trespass law. You can float hunt on and along waterways that are surrounded by
public lands and open to hunting.

Rights of way

Can | hunt within a road right of way?

You can hunt within a road right of way where the adjoining property is publicly
owned. If the adjacent property is privately owned, you must have permission from
the landowner.

Can | hunt within a railroad right of way?

Railroad rights of way are private property. Trespassing on railroad property is a
misdemeanor. You must have written permission from the railroad company to be
exempt from trespass.

Can | hunt within a utility right of way on private property?

No. Utility rights of way, such as underground gas lines and overhead power lines,
on private property are closed to public access. You must have written permission
from the utility company to be exempt from trespass.

Do | need permission to hunt on someone’s private land?

Yes. Trespassing is unlawful and erodes support for recreational hunting. Written
or verbal permission is required from the landowner or leaseholder before you
hunt on any farmlands, connected woodlots, private land or property that is fenced
or enclosed. Hunters are required to produce their hunting licenses for landowners
upon request. Unless previously prohibited by the landowner, a person not
possessing a firearm may enter on foot upon the property of another person for
the sole purpose of retrieving a hunting dog. The person cannot remain on

What if the game animal | wounded goes onto private land?

If you wound a game animal and it goes onto private property, you have no legal
right to pursue it without permission from the landowner and would be subject to
prosecution for trespassing.
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EQUIPMENT REGULATIONS

Are there any types of equipment | cannot use to hunt migratory birds?

Yes. You cannot use any of the following types of equipment to hunt migratory birds

in Michigan:

* Snares, traps, cages, nets, fishhooks, pitfalls or deadfalls.

e Spears, slingshots, swivel guns, punt guns, battery guns, machine guns, fully
automatic firearms, airbows or mechanical devices other than bows, crossbows
and firearms.

¢ Single-projectile shotshells.

* Drugs, poisons, anticoagulants, stupefying substances, smoke, gas or
explosives.

Go to the Bows, crossbows and firearms section for more information on
equipment restrictions.

Hunter orange

Do I need to wear hunter orange while waterfowl hunting?
No. If you are hunting waterfowl, you are exempt from the hunter orange
requirement.

Elevated platforms and ground blinds

Can | hunt migratory birds from an elevated platform?

You may only hunt migratory birds from an elevated platform over submerged
bottomlands. Elevated platforms constructed over public waters must meet
marking and removal requirements.

Can | hunt waterfowl from a ground blind on public lands and waters?

Yes. You can hunt waterfowl from a ground blind. However, you may not erect

or use a hunting blind on any public waters without permanently affixing to the
exterior, in waterproof letters not less than 3 inches high, the name and address
of the person who placed it there. You also cannot leave any hunting blind or part
thereof anchored or affixed to the bottomlands of any public waters within the
state of Michigan prior to Aug. 15 or later than Jan. 16. Any unoccupied blind on
the Great Lakes or Lake St. Clair may be used by the first person to occupy it each
day. Contact the Plainwell DNR office (269-685-6851) regarding blind rules for
Allegan County.

Can | hunt from a sinkbox?

No. You cannot hunt from a sinkbox. A sinkbox is a low, floating device with a
depression, affording the hunter a means of concealment beneath the surface of
the water.
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| am placing an elevated platform or ground blind on public lands. What
information must | tag the elevated platform or ground blind with?

In legible English, you must permanently affix your name and address or Michigan
driver’s license number or DNR Sportcard number to the elevated platform or
ground blind if it is placed on public lands.

Bows, crossbows and firearms

Which equipment can | use to hunt migratory birds?
You can use a bow, a crossbow or a shotgun 10-gauge or smaller.

Which equipment can a mentor carry in the field when mentoring?

A mentor is limited to two hunting devices (shotgun, bow or crossbow) in the field
while mentoring, and the mentored hunter must always be within arm’s length of
the mentor. The mentor will be held responsible for all actions of the mentored
hunter while in the field.

Which equipment can a mentored hunter use?

A licensed mentored hunter can use a bow, a crossbow or a shotgun 10-gauge
or smaller. Any hunting device possessed by a mentored hunter must be sized
appropriately to fit the physical abilities of the mentored hunter.

Can | use a pneumatic gun to hunt migratory birds?
Yes. You can use a pneumatic gun to hunt migratory birds if it meets the firearm
requirements for the season, species hunted and zone you are hunting in.

How many firearms can | hunt migratory birds with?
You can only use or possess one firearm while hunting migratory birds.

How many firearms can a hunting party use to hunt migratory birds?
Each licensed person in the hunting party can use or possess one firearm.

Are there shell capacity restrictions for hunting migratory birds with a shotgun?
Yes. You cannot hunt migratory birds with a shotgun that can hold more than three
shells. Shotguns capable of holding more than three shells should be plugged with
a one-piece filler incapable of removal without disassembling the gun, so that the
total capacity of the shotgun does not exceed three shells.

Do | have to use lead-free shot when hunting waterfowl?

Yes. The use of lead-free shot is required statewide for all waterfowl hunting. If you
are hunting ducks, geese, mergansers, coots, common gallinules, rails or Wilson’s
snipe anywhere in Michigan, you cannot possess or use shotshells loaded with

a material other than lead-free steel, bismuth, tungsten-iron, tungsten-polymer,
tungsten matrix or other shot determined by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

to be lead-free. Waterfowl hunters using muzzleloaders must also use USFWS-
approved lead-free shot.
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EQUIPMENT REGULATIONS

Transporting bows, crossbows and firearms

How should I transport my bow, crossbow or firearm when afield outside the
legal hunting hours?

Firearms must be unloaded in the barrel and all arrows must be in a quiver when
you are afield outside the legal hunting hours.

How should I transport my bow, crossbow or firearm while in or on a motor

vehicle?

These rules apply whether your vehicle is parked, stopped or moving. At all times

when carried in or on a motor vehicle:

¢ Shotguns and all other firearms must be unloaded in both barrel and magazine
and enclosed in a case or carried in the trunk of a vehicle on private or public
property.

* Crossbows and bows must be unloaded and uncocked or enclosed in a case or
carried in the trunk of a vehicle while that vehicle is operated on public land or
on a highway, road or street.

¢ A person holding a valid permit to hunt from a standing vehicle may transport
or possess an uncased firearm with a loaded magazine on a personal assistive
mobility device if the action is open.

How should | transport my bow, crossbow or firearm while in or on an off-road

vehicle?

These rules apply whether your off-road vehicle is parked, stopped or moving. At all

times, when carried in or on an off-road vehicle:

e Shotguns and all other firearms must be unloaded in both barrel and
magazine and enclosed in a case or equipped with and made inoperative by a
manufactured, key-locked, trigger-housing mechanism.

e Crossbows and bows must be unloaded and uncocked or enclosed in a case or
carried in the trunk of a vehicle while that vehicle is operated on public land or
on a highway, road or street.

e A person holding a valid permit to hunt from a standing vehicle may transport
or possess an uncased firearm with a loaded magazine on a personal assistive
mobility device if the action is open.

How should | transport my firearm while in or on a boat?

These rules apply when the vessel is under power and until forward motion has
ceased. Once the vessel is no longer under power and forward motion has ceased,
firearms can be loaded. When carried in or on a motor-propelled boat or sailboat,
while the vessel is under power or forward motion is occurring: shotguns and all
other firearms must be unloaded in both barrel and magazine.
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HUNTING METHODS

Can | hire a hunting guide for waterfowl hunting?

Yes. You can hire a commercial hunting guide for waterfowl hunting in
Michigan. A list of licensed commercial hunting guides is available at
Michigan.gov/WildlifePermits.

Can | hunt from a vehicle?

No. You cannot hunt or pursue waterfowl from a car, snowmobile, aircraft,
drone, off-road vehicle or other motorized vehicle. Certain regulations apply
while hunting waterfowl from a watercraft. Special permits may apply. Visit
Michigan.gov/DNRAccessibility for more information for hunters with disabilities.
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HUNTING METHODS

Can | hunt while my boat motor is running or while my boat is propelled by the
wind?

No. You cannot hunt from or by means of any motorboat, power boat or other craft
having a motor attached, any sailboat or any floating craft or device of any kind
propelled or towed by power or sail, unless the motor has been completely shut off
and/or the sails furled and its progress ceased. A craft under power can be used
to retrieve dead or crippled birds. However, crippled birds cannot be shot from such
craft while under power or until forward progress has ceased.

Can | drive, rally or chase migratory birds with my boat?
No. You cannot drive, rally or chase birds with any motorized conveyance or any
sailboat to put them in the range of hunters.

Can | hunt waterfowl while under the influence of alcohol or controlled
substances?

No. You cannot hunt waterfowl while under the influence of alcohol or controlled
substances.

Decoys and calls

Can | use live decoys to hunt migratory birds?

No. You cannot use live decoys to hunt migratory birds. All live, tame or captive
ducks and geese should be removed for a period of 10 consecutive days prior to
hunting and confined within an enclosure which substantially reduces the audibility
of their calls and totally conceals such tame birds from the sight of migratory
waterfowl.

Can | use mechanical or electronic decoys to hunt migratory birds?

Yes. You can use mechanical or electronic decoys to hunt migratory birds during
the respective hunting seasons. You cannot use mechanical or electronic decoys
that produce bird sounds or calls.

I hunt on public lands and waters. Are there restrictions for setting out decoys?
Yes. You cannot leave decoys set out between 9 p.m. and 3 a.m. in waters of the
Great Lakes and connecting waters and lakes wholly enclosed by publicly owned
lands.

Can | use electronic migratory bird calls to hunt migratory birds?

No. You cannot use electronic devices that imitate migratory bird calls while
hunting migratory birds. This includes recorded or electronically amplified bird calls,
imitations of bird calls, bird sounds and imitations of bird sounds.

Can | use bait while hunting migratory birds?
No. You cannot use bait to aid in the taking of migratory birds. Hunters should be
aware that a baited area is considered to be baited for 10 days after the removal of
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the bait. This does not apply to standing farm crops (normal agricultural practices)
or other naturally growing grains, fruits or vegetables.

Can | use nonfood imitations while hunting migratory birds?
Yes. You can use nonfood imitations to aid in the taking of migratory birds.
Nonfood imitations may include plastic corncobs.

Can | use falconry to hunt migratory game birds?

Yes. If you are a licensed falconer, you can hunt migratory game birds with the use
of falconry. Migratory game birds that can be taken using falconry include common
gallinules, coots, ducks, geese, mergansers, rails, Wilson’s snipe and woodcock.

When can | use falconry to hunt migratory game birds?

The open seasons for hunting common gallinules, coots, ducks, geese,
mergansers, rails, Wilson’s snipe and woodcock with the use of falconry are

the same dates as the regular seasons in the respective zones and goose
management units for each species (go to the Waterfowl hunting season dates for
more information). In addition, common gallinules, coots, ducks and mergansers
may be taken statewide with the use of falconry from Dec. 28, 2026, through Jan.
10, 2027, and Feb. 20 - March 10, 2027.

What are the daily bag limits and possession limits for falconry?
The daily bag limit is three birds of a single or combined species. The possession
limit is nine birds.

Do | need to wear hunter orange while participating in falconry?
No. If you are engaged in the sport of falconry, you are exempt from the hunter
orange requirement.

Hunting with dogs

Can | use a dog to hunt migratory birds?
Yes. You can hunt migratory birds, including waterfowl, with a dog.

Can | retrieve my hunting dog if it runs on to private property?

Yes. Unless previously prohibited by the landowner, you can enter on foot the
property of another person for the sole purpose of retrieving a hunting dog. You
cannot be in possession of a firearm when retrieving a dog from private property.
You should not remain on the property beyond the reasonable time necessary to
retrieve the dog.

How can | prevent the spread of invasive species when hunting waterfowl with
a dog?

Before leaving the hunting location, remove plant debris, dirt and mud from your
dog to protect its health and habitat quality.
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WILDLIFE DISEASES

What if | see a sick-looking animal while scouting or hunting?

The DNR encourages you to report any sightings of sick or dead wildlife at
Michigan.gov/EyesIinTheField. You should provide information about the location,
number and condition of the animals you observed. Contact the DNR Wildlife
Health Section at 517-336-5030 if you have any questions.

What is avian influenza?

Avian influenza, or “bird flu,” is caused by viruses that infect both wild and
domestic birds and mammals. These viruses impact poultry and wild birds

in different ways. In poultry, avian influenza is typically extremely contagious,
resulting in high death loss and associated economic losses to poultry
producers. Wild birds can carry the viruses but don’t always get sick or die. Visit
Michigan.gov/WildlifeDisease or Michigan.gov/BirdFlu for more information.

Am | at risk of avian influenza when hunting waterfowl?

Although human risk is considered to be low, precautions should be taken when
handling wild birds (go to the Handling and processing game meat for more
information). Wild birds can carry bird flu without appearing sick. As a general
precaution, people should not harvest or handle wild birds that are obviously sick
or found dead. Hunters who handle wild birds should dress game birds in the
field when possible and practice good biosecurity to prevent any potential disease
spread.

Is my hunting dog at risk of avian influenza?

The risk of hunting dogs acquiring bird flu is likely low since they are not consuming
the bird, but exposure to the virus may occur when mouthing or biting the bird. If
you want to share game meat with your dog, thoroughly cook it first.

Should | be concerned about dioxin?

Health assessors from the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services
and Michigan DNR determined that samples of wild game from the floodplains of
the Tittabawassee River and Saginaw River downstream of Midland contained high
levels of dioxin and dioxin-like compounds. Wild game tested include deer, turkey,
cottontail rabbit, squirrel, wood duck and Canada goose. As a result, the MDHHS
advises hunters and their families to follow these recommendations related to
waterfowl:

* Remove the skin of waterfowl before cooking and discard the liver and other
internal organs.

e Limit duck consumption to two servings per month (provided that the skin is
removed), and limit goose consumption to four servings per month. A serving
varies based on body weight — for example, a serving for an 180-pound
individual is 8 ounces.

More information on wild game guidelines for the Saginaw and Tittabawassee

River floodplains, including a map of the area covered by these guidelines, can be

found at Michigan.gov/EatSafeFish under “Eat Safe Wild Game.” For additional

information regarding dioxin, dioxin-like compounds and wild game advisories for
the Tittabawassee River and Saginaw River floodplains, go to Michigan.gov/Dioxin.
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structure designed primarily for taking game, a tree blind, a tent, a recreational or
other vehicle, or a camper.

Resident — a person who resides in a settled or permanent home or domicile
within the boundaries of this state with the intention of remaining in this state;

a student who is enrolled in a full-time course at a college or university within

this state and who resides in the state during the school year; a person regularly
enlisted or commissioned as an officer in the armed forces of the United States
and officially stationed in this state; a person regularly enlisted or commissioned
as an officer in the armed forces of the United States who, at the time of
enlistment, was a resident of this state and has maintained his or her residence in
this state for purposes of obtaining a driver license or voter registration, or both.

Safety zone — all areas within 150 yards (450 feet) of an occupied building,
dwelling, house, residence, cabin or any barn or other building used in a farm
operation.

Season dates — the legal dates that may be hunted or trapped.

Shotgun — a firearm designed to be fired from the shoulder that uses the energy
of the explosive in a fixed shotgun shell to fire through a smooth bore either a
number of ball shot or a single projectile for each single function of the trigger.

Sinkbox — a low, floating device with a depression, affording the hunter a means
of concealment beneath the surface of the water.

Take — to hunt with any weapon, dog, raptor or other wild or domestic animal
trained for that purpose; kill; chase; follow; harass; harm; pursue; shoot; rob; trap;
capture or collect animals, or to attempt to engage in such an activity.

Transport — to carry or ship animals within this state or to points outside this
state.

Uncocked bow — a bow that is not in the drawn position.

Uncocked crosshow — a crossbow that is not in the cocked position.

Unloaded bow — a bow that does not have an arrow nocked.

Unloaded crossbow — a crossbow that does not have a bolt in the flight groove.

Unloaded firearm — a firearm that does not have ammunition in the barrel,
chamber, cylinder, clip or magazine when the barrel, chamber, cylinder, clip

or magazine is part of or attached to the firearm. Muzzleloading firearms are
considered unloaded when the cap is removed or priming powder is removed
from the pan, or when the battery is removed on electronic systems. The ball and
powder can remain in the barrel.

Waterfowl — ducks, geese, gallinules and mergansers.

Wild animal — a mammal, bird, fish, reptile, amphibian or crustacean of a wild
nature indigenous to this state or introduced to this state by the DNR or a species
determined by the DNR to be of public benefit.
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