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Resolution

RESOLUTION NO. 06-2015-1

MICHIGAN STATE PARKS ADVISORY COMMITTEE (MSPAC)

RESOLUTION TO RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF THE
“COLDWATER LAKE STATE PARK GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN”

ADOPTED: June 11, 2015

WHEREAS, the Department of Natural Resources’ (DNR) Parks and Recreation Division has
completed the General Management Plan for Coldwater Lake State Park; and

WHEREAS, the planning process reflects sensitivity to natural resource values, historic and
cultural resource values, recreation and education opportunities, and is inclusive of all DNR
programs and representative of eco-management; and

WHEREAS, the planning process was further inclusive of stakeholder, constituent, and public
input; and

WHEREAS, the General Management Plan represents sound guidance for future planning phases
that will be consistent with the mission of the DNR and the Parks and Recreation Division, and
reflective of the purpose and significance of Coldwater Lake State Park; and

WHEREAS, the General Management Plan is consistent with the recommendations of the
Michigan State Parks and Outdoor Recreation Blue Ribbon Panel report submitted to Governor
Rick Snyder; and

WHEREAS, the General Management Plan has been reviewed and recommended for approval by
the Parks and Recreation Division and the MSPAC Stewardship Subcommittee.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Michigan State Parks Advisory Committee
recommends approval of the Coldwater Lake State Park General Management Plan; and

THERFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Michigan State Parks Advisory

Committee further recommends that the DNR Director approve the General Management Plan for
Coldwater Lake State Park;

Submitted by: Chris Graham, Chair, MSPAC Stewardship Subcommittee

Motioned by: Chris Graham Yeas: 8

Seconded by: Tim Nichols Nays: 0
Abstained: 0
Absent: 6

This Resolution was adopted by the Michigan State Parks Advisory Committee at their
June 11, 2015 meeting as Resolution No.06-2015-1.
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Executive Summary

includes farmland, wetland and woodlandith 3
AT\

6,600 feet of lakdrontage on the sathern shores A \ 4 L
of Coldwater LakeThe 1,600 acre Coldwater La awk{% 0
is connected to the largest chain of lakes in Brargg 2>

l’!. U

The LI N Q& O 2cgtignSfyomh 360 bffers o2 commend .
easy access. Visitors to the park enjoy passEc=1lsks A = - =
recreation activities including hunting/trapping and hiking.
Furthermore, the park serves as an innfamt recreational resourcér Branch County as the only public
land open to huntingn the county

Future management of this park is guided by the General Management®MR) which serves two
primary purposes. First, @éstablishes a 2§ear Managerant Zone Plaithat providesspecific guidance

for development, stewardship, public use, education & interpretation and park operations &
managementt Coldwater Lake State Parecond, he Plarprovides10-YearActionGoalsthat address

the desired futue condition withinthe park Overall, this Plan seeks to uphold tRark and Recreation

5 A @A PRBNIRKIAN Statement: to acquir@rotect andpreservethe naturaland cultural resources
while providingaccess taecreationand education opportunities

Several existing planning documents, including the Michigstatewide Comprehensive Outdoor
Recreation PlarMichigan State Parks Outdoor Recreation Blue Ribbon Panel Rembthe Managed
Public Land Strategyere used as guiding references

Spnificance ofColdwater Lake Stat@ark

9 OK Dat RS@Sf2LISR o0& {(KS tw5 Aa o0 dzatindke iddisengt ( KS
FNRY 20§KSNJ LI NJ & Cdldiater KakStade Parkves Oederminédsigndidant due to the
following features and opportunities

9 Hunting- Coldwater Lake State Park is the only public land open to hunting in Branch County and one
of only a few sites within the tcounty area of Branch, Calhoun, and St. Joseph Counties. The park is
easily accessiblelocated a half mile from the-@9/ Copeland Roadnterchange, providing
opportunities for hunting of small game, deer, turkey and waterfowl.

9 Undeveloped Lakeshore The park includes 1.25 miles of scenic, undeveloped shoreline, on the
otherwise largelydeveloped 1,600 acre Coldwater Lake. The lake, which is part of the largest chain of
lakes in the County, is a popular destination for fishing and recreational boating.

1 Wetland Habitat - Wetlands make up over 120 acres of the park area. The emergent and
forested/shrub wetlands provide habitat for a diversity of native plant and animal species, with a low
occurrence of invasive species.
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Management Zones

A key goal in the development of this General Management Plan psotade access and to improve
recreation opportunities atthe patk g KAt S aAyYdzZ G yS2dzafe LINRPGISOGAyY3
into account, the Planning edm, with stakeholder and public input, established appropriate
Management Zones for the park. From agtte of nine standad zones,four zones and one overlay

zone were applied t€oldwater Lak&tate Park The Management Zone Map and a thorough review of

each Management Zone are found in Chapteofdthis Ran. A condensedlescription of each
Management Zones is as follows

1 Primitive Zone¢ approximately128 acres, just over 32% tiie parkis comprised of primarily
wetland areas. This zone reflects the desire to keep wetlands in their natural state with low
frequency and low impact recreational use.

9 Backcountry Zone¢ The Backcountry Zone
comprises 205 acres, just over 51% of the p4
area. This zone emphasizes resource qua
over recreation, but allows for limited
moadification of the landscape to accommodat
a moderate level of recreational usdongside
ecologicalrestoration. Much of this zone ig
currently agricultural fields anda strategy
should be developed to bring these areas in
compliance with the intent rature/character)
of the zone.

9 Natural ResourceRecreation Zone; This zone covers 53 acres (13%haf site) and allows active
recreation with mediurrhigh density of use conducted in natural settings. There is still an emphasis
on resource quality over recreation, but higher levels of use are permitted. This zone is located in the
north of the park ad identifies an area where a higher level of development may be desirable. The
natural resources along the lakeshore will also be protected by the Scenic Overlay.

91 Developed Recreation Zone This zone comprises 15 acres (3.8% of the park)adlodvs ative
recreation with high density of use conducted in areas not designated for natural resource
significance. In this zone, development dominates with natural resource attributes enhanced as
possible. Thigoneincludestwo areas ofand at the major aass pointoff Copeland Road

9 Scenic Overlay This scenic overlagomprises31 acresalong the shores of Coldwater Laked
reflects a desire to maintain the scenic views and natural beauty of the waterfront. 20béoot
wide bufferisintended toenaure that any developmenguided by the underlying zone designation,
is sensitive to the viewscape.
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10-Year Action Goals

The General Management Plan lookgtet park as a whole anglach management zonand identifies
10-Year Action Goals that the @Pihing Team believes are necessary to guide management and
development in order to achieve the desired user experiezee natural resource protection Action
goals areconsidered for each odix key considerationsHighlights from theAction Goaldetailed in
Chapter5include the following:

Natural Resourcé&oals
1 Create a stewardship plafNatural Resorce Management Plarip create and sustaimative
Michigan natural communities/ecosystem components

Historic Cultural Resource Goals
1 Review all propsed earthwork activities for potential impact on historic/cultural resources

Recreation Opportunity Goals

Identify ways to improve physical connectivity beyond park boundaries
Identify hiking/cross country ski trail opportunities

Explore and identify th feasibility for shore fishing access opportunities
Explore and identify nomotorized access to the lakeshore

Identify viewscape locations

=A =4 =4 =4 =4

Education/Interpretation Opportunity Goals
1 Evaluate and identify opportunities for interpretation, programming aadvironmental
education

Management Goals
1 Exploreland acquisition as it becomes available.
1 Maintain and enhance opportunities for hunting/gathering/trapping and wildlife viewing
9 Establish marketing goals for the site with the DNR Marketing and OutreaisioD
9 Identify funding sourceand partnershipgor future park projects

Development Goals
1 Prepare a phased concept pléor park improvements
91 Develop hiking/crossountry ski trail opportunities as identified in the concept plan
1 Improve parking and vetular access to the park
1 Implement phasedn recreation elements as identified in the concept plan

Coldwater Lake State Park General Management Plan 3
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1. Core Values & Guiding Resource

Core values are the foundation upon which the park management plaasisd. Core values are derived
from the mission statements of thBepartment of Natural ResourceBNR and Parks & Recreation
(PRD, as well as the priorities of the Directéo ensure that the state will acquire, preserve, and protect
1) natural resoures and 2) cultural resources, and continue to provide 3) public recreation and 4)
educational opportunities throughout the state park system.

1.1 Mission Statements

DNR MissiorStatement

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources is committed to ¢heservation, protection,
YEylF3SYSyiGsz dzaS |yR Syz2z2eyYSyd 2F GKS adldisSQa yI G
generations.

PRD Mission Statement

CKS tINJl&d 9 wSONBIGA2Y S5AGAAAZ2Y Q& YAaaAeulural
FSIFGdNBa 2F aAOKAIlFIyQa dzyAljdzS NB&az2daNOSax
recreation and educational opportunities.

B

Five Goals and the DNR

Protect the natural and cultural resources

Ensure sustainable recreation use and enjent

Enable strong and natural resourbased economies
Improve and build strong relationships and partnerships
Foster effective business practices and good governance

aThe nation behaves
well if it treats the
natural resources as
assets which it must
turn over to the next

arhONPE

generation
increased, and not
impaired, in valueo

Theodore Roosevelt

Wooded wetland in the northwest of the park
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