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Executive Summary  
 
Coldwater Lake State Park is 400 acres of largely 
undeveloped park land in Branch County, three 
miles north of the Indiana border.  The park 
includes farmland, wetland and woodland, with 
6,600 feet of lake-frontage on the southern shores 
of Coldwater Lake.  The 1,600 acre Coldwater Lake 
is connected to the largest chain of lakes in Branch 
County, consisting of a total 2,500 acres of water.  
The ǇŀǊƪΩǎ ŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴǘ ƭƻcation from I-69 offers 
easy access.  Visitors to the park enjoy passive 
recreation activities including hunting/trapping and hiking.   
 
Furthermore, the park serves as an important recreational resource for Branch County as the only public 
land open to hunting in the county. 
 
Future management of this park is guided by the General Management Plan (GMP), which serves two 
primary purposes.  First, it establishes a 20-year Management Zone Plan that provides specific guidance 
for development, stewardship, public use, education & interpretation and park operations & 
management at Coldwater Lake State Park.  Second, the Plan provides 10-Year Action Goals that address 
the desired future condition within the park. Overall, this Plan seeks to uphold the Park and Recreation 
5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΩǎ όPRD) Mission Statement: to acquire, protect and preserve the natural and cultural resources 
while providing access to recreation and education opportunities. 
 
Several existing planning documents, including the Michigan Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor 
Recreation Plan, Michigan State Parks Outdoor Recreation Blue Ribbon Panel Report and the Managed 
Public Land Strategy were used as guiding references.     
   

Significance of Coldwater Lake State Park 

9ŀŎƘ Dat ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ tw5 ƛǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪΩǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ that make it distinct 
ŦǊƻƳ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀǊƪǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ.  Coldwater Lake State Park was determined significant due to the 
following features and opportunities.  

¶ Hunting - Coldwater Lake State Park is the only public land open to hunting in Branch County and one 
of only a few sites within the tri-county area of Branch, Calhoun, and St. Joseph Counties.  The park is 
easily accessible, located a half mile from the I-69/ Copeland Road interchange, providing 
opportunities for hunting of small game, deer, turkey and waterfowl. 

 

¶ Undeveloped Lakeshore ς The park includes 1.25 miles of scenic, undeveloped shoreline, on the 
otherwise largely developed 1,600 acre Coldwater Lake.  The lake, which is part of the largest chain of 
lakes in the County, is a popular destination for fishing and recreational boating. 

 

¶ Wetland Habitat - Wetlands make up over 120 acres of the park area.  The emergent and 
forested/shrub wetlands provide habitat for a diversity of native plant and animal species, with a low 
occurrence of invasive species.    
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Management Zones 

A key goal in the development of this General Management Plan is to provide access and to improve 
recreation opportunities at the parkΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǎƛƳǳƭǘŀƴŜƻǳǎƭȅ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪΩǎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΦ  ¢ŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ 
into account, the Planning Team, with stakeholder and public input, established appropriate 
Management Zones for the park.  From a palette of nine standard zones, four zones and one overlay 
zone were applied to Coldwater Lake State Park.  The Management Zone Map and a thorough review of 
each Management Zone are found in Chapter 4 of this Plan.  A condensed description of each 
Management Zones is as follows:   

¶ Primitive Zone ς approximately 128 acres, just over 32% of the park is comprised of primarily 
wetland areas.  This zone reflects the desire to keep wetlands in their natural state with low 
frequency and low impact recreational use. 

 

¶ Backcountry Zone ς The Backcountry Zone 
comprises 205 acres, just over 51% of the park 
area.  This zone emphasizes resource quality 
over recreation, but allows for limited 
modification of the landscape to accommodate 
a moderate level of recreational use alongside 
ecological restoration.  Much of this zone is 
currently agricultural fields and a strategy 
should be developed to bring these areas into 
compliance with the intent (nature/character) 
of the zone.  

 

¶ Natural Resource Recreation Zone ς This zone covers 53 acres (13% of the site) and allows active 
recreation with medium-high density of use conducted in natural settings.  There is still an emphasis 
on resource quality over recreation, but higher levels of use are permitted. This zone is located in the 
north of the park and identifies an area where a higher level of development may be desirable.  The 
natural resources along the lakeshore will also be protected by the Scenic Overlay.   

 

¶ Developed Recreation Zone - This zone comprises 15 acres (3.8% of the park) and allows active 
recreation with high density of use conducted in areas not designated for natural resource 
significance.  In this zone, development dominates with natural resource attributes enhanced as 
possible.  This zone includes two areas of land at the major access points off Copeland Road.  

 

¶ Scenic Overlay - This scenic overlay comprises 31 acres along the shores of Coldwater Lake and 
reflects a desire to maintain the scenic views and natural beauty of the waterfront.  The 200 foot 
wide buffer is intended to ensure that any development, guided by the underlying zone designation, 
is sensitive to the viewscape.   
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10-Year Action Goals 

The General Management Plan looks at the park as a whole and each management zone, and identifies 
10-Year Action Goals that the Planning Team believes are necessary to guide management and 
development in order to achieve the desired user experience and natural resource protection.   Action 
goals are considered for each of six key considerations.  Highlights from the Action Goals detailed in 
Chapter 5 include the following: 
 
Natural Resource Goals  

¶ Create a stewardship plan (Natural Resource Management Plan) to create and sustain native 
Michigan natural communities/ecosystem components  

 
Historic Cultural Resource Goals 

¶ Review all proposed earthwork activities for potential impact on historic/cultural resources 
 
Recreation Opportunity Goals  

¶ Identify ways to improve physical connectivity beyond park boundaries 

¶ Identify hiking/cross country ski trail opportunities 

¶ Explore and identify the feasibility for shore fishing access opportunities 

¶ Explore and identify non-motorized access to the lakeshore 

¶ Identify viewscape locations 
 
Education/Interpretation Opportunity Goals 

¶ Evaluate and identify opportunities for interpretation, programming and environmental 
education 

 
Management Goals 

¶ Explore land acquisition as it becomes available. 

¶ Maintain and enhance opportunities for hunting/gathering/trapping and wildlife viewing 

¶ Establish marketing goals for the site with the DNR Marketing and Outreach Division 

¶ Identify funding sources and partnerships for future park projects 
 
Development Goals 

¶ Prepare a phased concept plan for park improvements 

¶ Develop hiking/cross-country ski trail opportunities as identified in the concept plan 

¶ Improve parking and vehicular access to the park 

¶ Implement phased-in recreation elements as identified in the concept plan 
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άThe nation behaves 

well if it treats the 
natural resources as 
assets which it must 
turn over to the next 

generation 
increased, and not 
impaired, in valueò 

 

 

Theodore  Roosevelt 

1. Core Values & Guiding Resources 

  
 
Core values are the foundation upon which the park management plan is based.  Core values are derived 
from the mission statements of the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and Parks & Recreation 
(PRD), as well as the priorities of the Director, to ensure that the state will acquire, preserve, and protect 
1) natural resources and 2) cultural resources, and continue to provide 3) public recreation and 4) 
educational opportunities throughout the state park system. 

 
1.1 Mission Statements 
 
DNR Mission Statement  
The Michigan Department of Natural Resources is committed to the conservation, protection, 
ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΣ ǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ 
generations. 
 
PRD Mission Statement 
¢ƘŜ tŀǊƪǎ ϧ wŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŀŎǉǳƛǊŜΣ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ cultural 
ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴΩǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ōŀǎŜŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 
recreation and educational opportunities. 
 

Five Goals and the DNR 

1. Protect the natural and cultural resources 
2. Ensure sustainable recreation use and enjoyment 
3. Enable strong and natural resource-based economies 
4. Improve and build strong relationships and partnerships 
5. Foster effective business practices and good governance 

 

 

Wooded wetland in the northwest of the park 
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