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Nestled on the northern shore of Higgins Lake, the Ralph A. MacMullan Conference Center is available for
nonprofit, government and education-based organizations, as well as private businesses with an outdoor- or
green- themed agenda. It is owned and operated by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources.

Innovative planning assistance
Professional staff is available to help plan your entire event, from lodging accommodations, conference details and
meals to recreational and leisure activities.

Lodging
Combine the fun of summer camp with the facilities of a premier conference center. There is lodging available for up to
134 participants (double occupancy) in lodges.

Food and beverage
Be prepared to indulge in a culinary experience. The rotating menu offers a variety of choices with special seasonal
menus offered throughout the year.

Housekeeping

Daily housekeeping is offered in allrooms. To help in conserving Michigan’s natural resources and to promote the
“green” mission of the center, bed linens are changed by request during the guest’s stay. Guests are asked to help in
our conservation efforts by reusing towels throughout their stay.

Audiovisual equipment
A wide range of standard and high-tech audio visual equipment is available. On-site staff can provide assistance upon
request.

Accessibility

The Resource Building, Lake Superior Lodge, Lake Huron Lodge, Straits Lodge, Erie Lodge and Harry H. Whiteley Con-
servation Education Building offer barrier-free access. The beach is accessible via a beautiful boardwalk through a small,
pristine cedar wetland.
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The RAM Center offers unique places to stay in six rustic lodges with room for up to 134 guests (based on
double occupancy).

Straits Lodge

The Straits Lodge sleeps up to 40 people. Each guest room has two single beds, dresser, clothing rack, sink and a shared
bathroom. Four of the guest rooms meet ADA requirements. Shared lounge with coffee bar, flat-screen TV, microwave
and mini refrigerator. An additional meeting space is available that holds up to 60 people.

Lake Ontario

The first lodge built on the RAM Center grounds, the Lake Ontario Lodge, has newly renovated guest rooms and sleeps
up to 12 people in 6 rooms. Each guest room has two single beds. Two community-style bathrooms (toilet stalls, shower
stalls, sinks and mirrors). The shared lounge has a cut-stone fireplace, coffee bar, flat-screen TV, microwave and mini
refrigerator.

Lake Michigan

The Lake Michigan Lodge sleeps up to 18 people in 9 rooms. Each guest room has two single beds. Two community-style
bathrooms (toilet stalls, shower stalls, sinks and mirrors). Shared lounge with coffee bar, flat-screen TV, microwave and
mini refrigerator.

Lake Superior

The Lake Superior Lodge sleeps up to 32 people in 16 rooms. Each guest room has two full-size beds. Two community-
style bathrooms (toilet stalls, shower stalls, sinks and mirrors). Shared lounge with coffee bar, flat-screen TV, micro-
wave and mini refrigerator.

Lake Erie and Lake Huron

The Lake Erie Lodge and Lake Huron Lodge each sleep up to 16 people in 8 rooms. Each guest room has two single beds.
There is one community-style bathroom (toilet stalls, shower stalls, sinks and mirrors) in each lodge. Shared lounge with
coffee bar, flat- screen TV, microwave and mini refrigerator.
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The RAM Center offers dining service in a relaxed, rustic setting. Menus are seasonal and changed daily so
guests can indulge in a unique culinary experience. Special requests and dietary needs can be
accommodated by request.

Breakfast
Served buffet-style at 7:15 a.m.
Breakfast includes: oatmeal, assorted muffins, fresh fruit, hot breakfast items, coffee/tea, milk and juice.

Lunch and dinner

Meals are served buffet style. Lunch is served at noon, and dinner is served at 5:30 p.m. A variety of light, hearty, and
healthy meals are offered and include fresh homemade breads and desserts. Meals are served with water and iced tea.
During warm months, meals may be served at the beach.

Snacks
A variety of morning and afternoon snacks, evening hors d’ oeuvres and beverages are available. Please ask for our snack

menu to make your personal selections.

Special dining arrangements

We are able to offer various catering services such as meals to go and boxed lunches to meet your group needs.
Arrangements for special menus and alternate meal times can be accommodated during the planning of your stay. Ask to
view our menu to make special meal selections.
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The RAM Center offers a variety of meeting rooms that accommodate groups ranging in size from 6 to
250 guests. Contact 989-821-6200 for more information on rates, availability and services.

Room Name Room Dimen- [ Rounds |Classroom |Theater “u” Board
sions Setup Style Style Shape Room

AuSable Room (Education | 64’ x 41 168 120 250 35 45

Building)

Main Branch (Education |41’ x 30 80 60 112 30 40

Building)

North Branch (Education |20’ x 15 30 56 20 24

Building)

South Branch (Education |20’ x 15 30 56 20 24

Building)

Manistee Room 43" x 30 78 130 35 42

(Education Building)

Straits 25" x 30’ 30 60 15 15

Lounge (Resource 24’ x 47 30 60 15 15

Building)

Higgins Room (Education |14’ x & 8

Building)

AuSable Basement . .

(Education Building) 40"x40

Outside Tent - Seasonal | 30' x 60'
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Free wireless internet is available on-site.

A basic audio-visual package is included in your conference fees and includes the following:
e Easy to connect high resolution projector and sound system (HDMI & USB connections)
e Projector screen or TV in meeting room
e Camera connection for hybrid/virtual meetings (AuSable Classroom, Manistee Classroom, Higgins
Room)
e Hand-held/wireless microphone, podium, power strip and extension cord

Additional equipment and accessories available:

e Laser pointer with advancer e Extension cords e Flip chart pad and markers - $20

e Portable screen and projector e Power strips e Bluetooth capability for sound in AuSable
e White board and markers e Table top lectern Classroom

e Tripod easels e Podium

Office support services available

e Photocopies - $0.15
e Nametags - $0.10

If there is something you need that is not on the list, just ask and we will do our best to get it for you.

Team building toolbox kit

With teams working in various locations, the push for intentional connections is essential. Team building activities is a
solution for groups to work on problem solving and communication amongst their teams. These activities can focus on
the individual’s skill sets and the whole team's functionality as well. We are able to provide you a team building tool box
kit for you to utilize during your conference stay. The kit includes various team building activities, directions, and
debriefing questions essential for a successful team building program. These activities engage each member to build on
various outcomes that focus on building trust, improving communication, creative problem solving, collaborating with
added constraints and the opportunity to develop and execute a plan. There are several benefits to having a team
building program and we can help provide the tools needed to meet your specific goals.
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Private beach
The RAM Center’s private beach, located on one of Michigan’s most beautiful lakes, can be used for campfires,
kayaking and much more.

Hiking
Enjoy 8 miles of beautiful wooded trails that are available for hiking, mountain biking and running.

Canoe and kayak
The center has four canoes, six kayaks, life vests and paddles available for a small fee. Canoe and kayak trips
can also be arranged with one of the local canoe liveries on the Au Sable River.

Winter sports

Take advantage of Michigan winters with ice fishing, sledding, snowshoeing, cross-country skiing and downhill
skiing. Guests have access to miles and miles of groomed cross-country ski trails located across the main road
from the facility. Snowshoes are available for rent at the center.

Outdoor fires
Enjoy an evening campfire on the water or on our brick patio for a small additional fee.

Indoor activities
A pool table and ping-pong table are available in the lower level of the Conservation Education Building.
Playing cards and a variety of board games are available near a cozy fire as well.

Outdoor activities
There are many other opportunities outdoors, such as sand volleyball, basketball, horseshoes, corn hole, and
outdoor Jenga. There is also open field space available for a v ariety of sports.

Team building oppotunities

A team building toolbox kit is available for you to utilize during your conference stay. The kit includes various
team building activities, directions, and debriefing questions essential for a successful team building program.
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Spark morale, camaraderie and productivity
Unleash your team’s potential with these team building challenges — also known as our Woodland Workshop — at the
RAM Center. These are dynamic, hands-on experiences crafted to sharpen problem-solving and communication. Every

scenario is a breakout session designed to push individuals to develop new skills and forge an unbreakable team bond.

The activities are self-guided, include debriefing questions and are complimentary with your reservation.

Giant teeter totter Spider web
The entire team must simultaneously balance on a small, Pass every team member through a giant web without
suspended board or maneuver fragile items across a touching any of the strands.
designated area. e Focus: teamwork, problem solving, trust
e Focus: shared responsibility, coordination, problem- e Time: 20-45 minutes
solving e Team size: 5 or more
e Time: 10-25 minutes
e Team size: 3 or more Team skis
Work together to move on oversized skis from the start to
Keypunch the finish line.
Develop a strategy to have all team members touch specific ¢ Focus: problem solving, teamwork, communication
spots on a grid in the correct sequence. e Time: 20-45 minutes
e Focus: team strategy, communication, collaboration, e Team size: teams of 5 on each ski, 2 sets of skis
problem solving, resilience
o Time: 20-45 minutes Team writers
e Team size: 8-20 Use a device to write or draw together.
e Focus: teamwork, communications, creativity
Object retrieval kit e Time: 10-25 minutes
Transfer contents from a full bucket to an empty bucket, e Team size: 3 or more
working in tandem.
® Focus: problem solving, creative thinking Traffic jam
* Time: 25-45 minutes Coordinate the movement of team members from one end
* Teamsize: 8-15 of a line to the other.
e Focus: communication, listening, cooperation
Pipeline challenge e Time: 20-40 minutes
Deliver a marble via pipe from one end of the teamtothe e Team size:8
other.

e Focus: communication, teamwork
e Time: 15-60 minutes
e Teamsize: 8-12
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Be mindful of your carbon footprint!

Encourage carpooling or set up group transportation.

Use our washable tableware instead of single serve.

Bring your own water bottle or mug and refill. Water bottle filling stations are available on site.

Plan for an accurate number of attendees at meals to eliminate food waste.

Turn off lights when room is not in use.

Create reusable event materials.

Design items like banners or directional signs with generic language and without dates or years so they can be
used at future events.

Use our conference equipment to display and share information and choose emailing instead of paper hand-
outs.

Incorporate recycling — we have recycling stations.

Provide eco friendly favors such as reusable tote bags, refillable water bottle, reusable straws, native plant
seeds, tree seedlings, boot brushes, etc.

We challenge you to aim for a zero-waste event!

Remember: avoid, reduce, reuse, recycle, dispose.
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ORV Training Recreation Field Overflow Parking Archery Range Shooting Range
To U.S. 27 (Exit 206, 1.1 miles) NORTH HIGGINS LAKE ROAD To I-75, (Exit 244, 5.5 miles; Roscommon 8 miles)

w Ralph A. MacMullan
Ralph A. MaCMUIIan / Conference Center

104 Conservation Drive Roscom-
mon, Michigan 48653 www.
michigan.gov/ramcenter Phone:
989-821-6200

/\/\ Legend
G, Straits
N Registration area
o, @ ..
Parking Lot i
Lake Michigan

\ 4 Ramped access

Department of Natural Resources
Conference Center p

onservation
Education % = First aid/AED

Building ‘ Maxin Ochs
= = = Memorial Quiet
Outdoor - Trail

Meeting 1 Kayak/canoe
Area - = —

Resource

a)
<
o
oc
V]
<
X

Fireplace EAY Lakeside dining

Lounge

Lake Superior

N
+ Lake Ontario ‘
ﬁ Lake Huron
Path to lake

Beach g ------------------------------

O

AN

HIGGINS LAKE




