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Transaction: Forest Resources Division Land Acquisition 

Pigeon River Country Forest Management Unit – Montmorency and 
Cheboygan Counties 
Land Transaction Case #20220163 

  
Purchase: 8,844.11 acres 
  
Purchase Price: $17,000,000.00 
  
Description: Montmorency County, Montmorency Township, T32N, R01E, Sections 

3, 4, 5, 8, 9, 10, 11, 14, 15, 16, 17, 20, 21 and 22 
AND 
Cheboygan County, Forest Township, T33N, R1E, Sections 27, 28, 29, 
32, 33, and 34; as completely described in the case file. 

  
Funding Sources: 63% Forest Legacy Program, The Black River Ranch Grant Award 

31% Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund, TF20-0205 and  
TF23-0208 
6% A $1,000,000 donation from Little Traverse Conservancy, Rocky 
Mountain Elk Foundation, and The Nature Conservancy. 

  
PA 240 of 2018: 
 

PILT Estimate: $150,400.00 
This parcel is north of the Mason-Arenac county line and will result in 
an increase of 8,844.11 acres of DNR-managed land. 

  
Authority: Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act, 1994 PA 451, as 

amended. 
  
Notice: 
 
 

This item will appear on the Department of Natural Resources 
(Department) July 30, 2024, calendar and is eligible for approval on 
August 6, 2024.   Public notice of this proposed transaction will also be 
published in the Cheboygan Daily Tribute on July 12, 2024, and the 
Montmorency County Tribute on July 17, 2024, and is posted on the 
department’s webpage at www.michigan.gov/publiclandnotices. 

  
Comments: 
 
 

The property is one of the last remaining large, intact, forested, 
privately-owned tracts of land in Michigan’s Lower Peninsula. The 
property includes over 14 miles of the Black River, the East Branch of 
the Black River, and Stewart Creek, all world-class cold-water trout 
streams. The property also includes three lakes, including 150-acre 
Silver Lake. The property is adjacent on three sides to the Pigeon River 
Country State Forest. It is home to several threatened and endangered 
species and provides habitat for a variety of wildlife, including elk.  



Land Transaction Case #20220163, Pigeon River Country State Forest – Montmorency and 
Cheboygan Counties 
Page 2 
July 15, 2024 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Acquisition will eliminate the possibility of fragmentation, ensure 
sustainable forestry practices, and offer public recreational access to 
this unique tract of land. 
 
Seller is providing a $1 million donation in the form of a bargain sale. 
The property has an appraised fair market value of $18 million and the 
DNR will be acquiring the property for a purchase price of $17 million. 
 
Little Traverse Conservancy provided a valuable partnership throughout 
the acquisition process for this tract of land, which includes a generous 
donation of $1,000,000, provided in partnership with Rocky Mountain 
Elk Foundation and The Nature Conservancy. 
 
Closing is anticipated to be completed by December 31, 2025. 
 
Mineral rights are not owned by the seller. 
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