
WE NEED YOU!
•	 Keep hunting.
•	 Take an extra doe.
•	 Get your deer checked. Find locations at Michigan.gov/

DeerCheck.
•	 Avoid long-distance movements with your deer carcass.
•	 Handle and dispose of your carcass in a responsible 

manner.
•	 If you hunt out of state, only bring back allowed deer, elk or 

moose parts.
•	 Stay up to date with the latest regulations, especially if 

hunting in or near CWD areas, at Michigan.gov/CWD.

WHAT IS CWD?
•	 Chronic wasting disease (CWD) is a fatal central nervous 

system disease found in cervids, such as deer, moose and 
elk.

•	 CWD is caused by a protein, called a prion, that misfolds and 
can infect other deer. These prions may remain infectious in 
the environment for years.

•	 It affects the central nervous system of infected animals, 
resulting in brain lesions and neurologic symptoms. 

•	 It is transmitted through direct animal-to-animal contact 
or by contact with saliva, urine, feces, blood, carcass parts 
of an infected animal or infected soil. Prions are extremely 
resistant in the environment and can stay infectious for 
years. 

•	 CWD is a fatal disease; once an animal is 
infected, there is no recovery or cure.

CARCASS TRANSPORT
•	 There are regulations in place that limit 

transportation of deer carcasses throughout 
Michigan. Visit Michigan.gov/CWD for more 
information. 

•	 Deer harvested from an area infected with CWD 
never should be disposed of on the landscape in 
non-CWD areas. 

CARCASS DISPOSAL
Off-site disposal (preferred)
•	 Take directly to a landfill or use your regular trash 

pickup that will be taken to the landfill.
•	 At no time should the head, spine or other restricted 

parts of a deer be moved or disposed of outside of a 
CWD-affected area.

On-site disposal
•	 If it is necessary to bury a carcass, do so as close to 

the kill site as possible and deep enough to prevent 
scavengers from digging it up.

•	 Burying carcass parts does not prevent future 
infections but does minimize the risk of moving 
CWD to areas that have not been infected.

HUNTING OUT OF MICHIGAN?
•	 If you harvest a deer, elk or moose in any other state 

or province, you may bring only the following parts 
into Michigan: 

•	 Hides.
•	 Deboned meat.
•	 Quarters or other parts of the cervid that do 

not have any part of the spinal column or head 
attached.

•	 Finished taxidermy products.
•	 Cleaned teeth.
•	 Antlers attached to a skullcap cleaned of brain 

and muscle tissue.

•	 If you are notified by another state or province that 
a deer, elk, or moose you brought into Michigan has 
CWD, contact the DNR Wildlife Disease Laboratory  
at 517-336-5030 within two business days and 
provide details.

IMPACTS OF CWD
•	 To date, there have been no reported cases of CWD 

infection in humans. As a precaution, the U.S. Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention recommend that 
CWD-positive animals not be consumed as food by 
either humans or domesticated animals. 

•	 CWD is a fatal disease in deer, elk and moose with no 
known treatment or recovery.

•	 CWD has reduced deer populations locally in other 
states over the years and has depressed the age 
structure of deer to mainly young animals. 

•	 A healthy deer herd is important for hunting traditions.
•	 Michigan has about 600,000 deer hunters who harvest 

about 375,000 deer annually. 
•	 Hunting generates more than $2.3 billion to Michigan’s 

economy annually. 
•	 Management efforts are designed to limit the number 

of infected deer.
•	 The CWD problem is not just in Michigan. As of August 

2019, 24 other states have CWD in their captive or free-
ranging deer populations.

SIGNS OF CWD IN DEER
•	 Loss of body condition or emaciation (thin or weak).
•	 Change in behavior, such as loss of fear of humans.
•	 Loss of bodily control or movements.
•	 Excessive drooling and salivating.       
•	 A deer may have CWD but not show symptoms until 

after two years of age. 

WHAT TO DO IF YOU SEE A SICK DEER
•	 Accurately document the location of the animal, 

including crossroads, addresses or prominent 
landmarks. 

•	 Call the DNR’s Report All Poaching hotline at 1-800-
292-7800 or your nearest DNR wildlife office.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
•	 Disease control permits are available for specific 

landowners to harvest deer within certain CWD areas. 
Visit Michigan.gov/CWD to learn more.

•	 Hunters who harvest a deer that tests positive for CWD 
may receive a new hunting license from the DNR. 

PROPER CARCASS HANDLING
CWD is not known to infect humans; however, safe 
handling during processing is recommended.

PRECAUTIONS WHEN FIELD DRESSING AND 
PROCESSING A DEER
•	 Cover all open wounds on yourself.
•	 Wear rubber gloves.
•	 Try to minimize the handling of brain and spinal tissues. 
•	 Bone out the meat from your deer. Avoid cutting through 

the brain or spinal column during processing. 
•	 Wash hands with soap and warm water after handling 

any parts of the carcass.
•	 Wash knives, saws and cutting table surfaces 

immediately after processing.
•	 Dispose of leftover carcass parts through your garbage 

service, an appropriate landfill, incineration or deep 
burial at the harvest location.  

•	 Avoid consuming or cooking the brain, spinal cord, eyes, 
spleen and lymph nodes of harvested animals.

•	 Request that your deer be processed individually, 
without meat from other deer being included.

DEER CHECK
•	 Within CWD areas, help us learn about the distribution 

of the disease and have your deer head tested. More 
information can be found at Michigan.gov/DeerCheck.

•	 Check locations include DNR deer check stations, 
DNR drop boxes or partnering meat processors and 
taxidermists.  

•	 If CWD is found in a submitted deer, the hunter will 
be notified by phone. If CWD is not found, test results 
will be posted online at Michigan.gov/DNRLab in one 
month.

FOR MORE INFO VISIT MICHIGAN.GOV/CWD

IN MICHIGAN’S
LOWER PENINSULA 

WDC

What can you do?



Regulation Information Core CWD Area Regulations CWD Management Zone

Baiting and feeding ban Lower Peninsula-wide ban in place.* Lower Peninsula-wide ban in place.*

Early antlerless season Yes Yes

Late antlerless season Yes Yes

Carcass transportation restrictions

May only leave the Core CWD Area under the following 
conditions:
•	 It is deboned meat, quarters or other parts of a 

cervid that do not have any part of the spinal column 
or head attached, antlers, antlers attached to a skull 
cap cleaned of all brain and muscle tissue, hides, 
upper canine teeth, or a finished taxidermist mount; 
OR,

•	 The hunter has presented the head at a designated 
drop off location within 24 hours of killing the deer.

May only leave the CWD Management Zone under the 
following conditions:

•	 It is deboned meat, quarters or other parts of a 
cervid that do not have any part of the spinal column 
or head attached, antlers, antlers attached to a skull 
cap cleaned of all brain and muscle tissue, hides, 
upper canine teeth, or a finished taxidermist mount; 
OR,

•	 The hunter has presented the head at a designated 
drop off location within 24 hours of killing the deer.

Muzzleloader season May use any legal firearm during muzzleloader season. May use any legal firearm during muzzleloader season.

Antler point restrictions

Mecosta, Montcalm and Ionia counties: Antlered deer 
must have four points on a side to harvest.

Newaygo and Kent counties: No restriction on the regular 
or restricted kill tag on the deer combination tag.

No restriction on the regular or restricted kill tag on the 
deer combination tag.

Antlerless harvest on deer and/or                     
combination licenses

During all deer seasons, you may use a single deer 
license or combination license to harvest a doe. Also, 
hunters may purchase private-land or public-land 
antlerless licenses for each county to harvest an 
antlerless deer during all deer seasons.

During archery season, you may use a single deer license 
or combination license to harvest a doe or a buck with at 
least one 3-inch antler. During the two firearms seasons, 
you may use a single deer license to harvest a buck with 
at least one 3-inch antler, or you can use a combination 
deer license and harvest a buck with at least one 3-inch 
antler on both of those kill tags. Hunters may purchase 
county-specific private-land or public-land antlerless 
licenses to harvest an antlerless deer during all deer 
seasons. 

Antlerless license discount

Hunters have the option of purchasing a private-land 
antlerless license. A discounted license is available at 
a 40 percent reduced cost ; however, it will expire on 
November 3 (Ask for Hunt # - 2CWD).

Hunters have the option of purchasing a private land 
antlerless license.  This discounted license is reduced 40 
percent; however, if you purchase this license it will expire 
on November 3 (Ask for Hunt # - 2CWD).

Purchase limits for private lands Purchase limit of 10 private-land antlerless licenses. Purchase limit of 10 private-land antlerless licenses.

Natural cervid urine-based lures and 
attractants Can be used if ATA approved; all others banned. Can be used if ATA approved; all others banned.

Food-based scents and attractants Can be used as long as deer cannot consume or 
physically contact the scented lure.

Can be used as long as deer cannot consume or 
physically contact the scented lure.

REGULATIONS
To find the most up-to-date regulations, visit Michigan.gov/CWD

*Exception: Hunters with disabilities who meet specific requirements cannot use not more than 2 gallons at a time of single-bite baits, which include shelled 
corn, nuts, beet pulp, deer feed or pellets, or wheat or other grain, in the CWD Management Zone during the Liberty and Independence hunts only. 

A five-county Core CWD Area has 
been created, which includes Ionia, 
Kent, Mecosta, Montcalm, and 
Newaygo counties.

A 19-county CWD Management Zone has been 
created, which includes, Barry, Calhoun, Clinton, 
Eaton, Gratiot, Hillsdale, Ingham, Ionia, Isabella, 
Jackson, Kent, Lenawee, Mecosta, Midland, 
Montcalm, Muskegon, Newaygo, Ottawa, and 
Shiawassee counties.


