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Michigan Department of Natural Resources – Wildlife Division 

WILDLIFE REHABILITATION PERMITS

INFORMATION CIRCULAR 

PREFACE 
This information circular is provided as a guidance document to inform permitted wildlife rehabilitators 
(permittees) and interested applicants about the permit process and regulations concerning wildlife 
rehabilitation in the State of Michigan.  
Permittees will receive a current copy of this information circular with permit issuance and renewal information. 
Updates will be provided if regulations change. Permittees are required to certify that they know and 
understand federal and state regulations and any pertinent local regulations related to wildlife rehabilitation 
(i.e., permitting requirements, reporting and record keeping, facility standards, care and housing requirements, 
and release standards) and to act within those regulations. In addition, permittees are expected to conduct 
operations in a professional manner to develop and foster public confidence in the integrity of wildlife 
rehabilitation in the State of Michigan.  
Answers to questions not provided in this information circular may be addressed to the Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR), Wildlife Division Permit Specialist at 517-284-6210 / DNR-PermitSpecialist@michigan.gov, 
or by contacting a DNR office listed in the back of this circular. 

WHAT IS WILDLIFE REHABILITATION? 
Wildlife rehabilitation is the care and treatment of injured, sick, or orphaned wild animals including, but not 
limited to, capturing, transporting, treating, feeding, housing, and conditioning animals so they can be released 
back to the wild. A wild animal is considered any wild bird or wild mammal species that is native to Michigan. 
Wildlife rehabilitation is a specialized voluntary practice that focuses on treating injured or orphaned wild 
animals, and human-wildlife interactions are often the main cause. Permitted wildlife rehabilitators play an 
important role in teaching the public about the habits and history of wild animals. It is important for the public to 
recognize and determine if wildlife rehabilitation is necessary in a variety of situations. For example, many wild 
animals will hide their young for safety, and they will return. Most of the time these wild animals do not need 
human help and it is best for wildlife to remain in the wild. Care must be taken to ensure that wildlife 
rehabilitation efforts are necessary and warranted. The role of the DNR is to manage wild animals at the 
population level rather than the individual level. However, the DNR recognizes the critical role that permitted 
wildlife rehabilitators play in the direct action, education, and technical assistance required to maintain healthy 
wildlife populations in Michigan. 

IS WILDLIFE REHABILITATION RIGHT FOR YOU? 
Wildlife rehabilitation requires professionalism, preparedness, and expertise to ensure responsible care and 
treatment of Michigan’s wild animals. A prospective wildlife rehabilitator must first obtain the proper knowledge 
and skills to care for wildlife by having at least 30 hours of hands-on experience with a licensed veterinarian or 
a permitted wildlife rehabilitator (as a subpermittee). The completion of a wildlife rehabilitation basic skills class 
is also required. All wildlife rehabilitation facilities must have appropriate care and housing requirements that 
meet established criteria, as well as food and medical resources to ensure proper care and treatment of the 
species being rehabilitated. Permitted wildlife rehabilitators are required to complete continued education 
requirements and must comply with all necessary record keeping and reporting requirements.  

WILDLIFE REHABILITATION PERMITS 
Under the authority of the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act and the Wildlife Conservation 
Order (WCO), the DNR administers a permit system for wildlife rehabilitation when the care and treatment of 
wild animals is necessary. The permit system allows sick, injured, or orphaned wild animals to be captured and 
cared for by qualified individuals with the purpose of releasing the wild animals back into their natural habitat.  
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Under the wildlife rehabilitation program, the following types of permits are issued: 
1. Wildlife Rehabilitation Permit

This permit, issued by the DNR’s Wildlife Division Permit Specialist, is authorization to conduct wildlife
rehabilitation at an identified facility or facilities. A wildlife rehabilitation permit may be issued following
submission of an application and a facility/facilities inspection by a Conservation Officer. Individuals
who have been issued a wildlife rehabilitation permit by the DNR to conduct wildlife rehabilitation
activities at an identified facility or facilities are considered permittees. Only one permittee shall be
affiliated with an identified facility or facilities approved by the DNR indicated on a wildlife rehabilitation
permit. Additional persons affiliated with the facility or facilities need to be subpermittees approved by
the DNR. Wildlife rehabilitation permits are not transferable.

2. Wildlife Rehabilitation Subpermit
This permit, issued by the DNR’s Wildlife Division Permit Specialist, is authorization to conduct wildlife
rehabilitation under the supervision of a permitted wildlife rehabilitator at an identified facility or facilities.
Individuals who have been issued a wildlife rehabilitation subpermit by the DNR to assist with wildlife
rehabilitation under a named permittee’s supervision at an identified facility or facilities indicated on the
subpermit are considered subpermittees. Wildlife rehabilitation subpermits are not transferable.

A person shall not possess a live wild animal for the purposes of wildlife rehabilitation without first securing a 
permit or subpermit from the DNR. A licensed veterinarian is not subject to these permitting requirements when 
the licensed veterinarian is treating a sick, injured, or orphaned wild animal at the veterinarian’s facility for not 
more than 48 hours before releasing it to the wild, transferring it to a permittee, or administering humane 
euthanasia.  

APPLICATION PROCESS FOR WILDLIFE REHABILITATION PERMITS 
All applicants must read and understand the following steps involved in the application and permitting process. 
This permit is issued free of charge. 

1. Read the following documents and become familiar with Michigan’s wildlife rehabilitation regulations:

• How to Obtain a Permit for Wildlife Rehabilitation in Michigan (IC9123)
• Michigan Wildlife Rehabilitation Permit Information (michigan.gov/wildlife permits)

• Michigan DNR Wildlife Rehabilitation Information Circular (IC2061)
• Michigan Wildlife Rehabilitation Permit Information (michigan.gov/wildlife permits)

• Wildlife Rehabilitation – Is it For You?
• Michigan Wildlife Rehabilitation Permit Information (michigan.gov/wildlife permits)

• International Wildlife Rehabilitation Council (IWRC) and National Wildlife Rehabilitators 
Association (NWRA) Standards for Wildlife Rehabilitation

• International Wildlife Rehabilitation Council (theiwrc.org)
• National Wildlife Rehabilitators Association (national-wildlife-rehabilitators-

association.myshopify.com)
• Wildlife Rehabilitation Regulations – Michigan Wildlife Conservation Order Chapter 5 Sections 

5.70-5.75 and 5.250
• Wildlife Conservation Order (Michigan.gov)

2. Make sure you are at least 18 years of age or older, have 30 hours of logged experience working with 
wildlife, and complete the Basic Wildlife Rehabilitation (1AB) class taught by the IWRC. Please refer to 
the How to Obtain a Permit for Wildlife Rehabilitation in Michigan document.

3. Once the facilities are ready for inspection and all required trainings have been completed, request an 
application from the Permit Specialist at 517-284-6210 or DNR-PermitSpecialist@michigan.gov.

4. Complete the Wildlife Rehabilitation Application and Permit form (PR9129-1) entirely. Please refer to 
the How to Obtain a Permit for Wildlife Rehabilitation in Michigan document.

5. Submit the Wildlife Rehabilitation Application and Permit form (PR9129-1) and required documents, if 
applicable, to: Permit Specialist, Wildlife Division, DNR, PO Box 30444, Lansing, MI 48909-7944 or 
DNR-PermitSpecialist@michigan.gov.

https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/managing-resources/wildlife/wildlife-permits
https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/managing-resources/wildlife/wildlife-permits
https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/managing-resources/wildlife/wildlife-permits
https://theiwrc.org/
https://national-wildlife-rehabilitators-association.myshopify.com/
https://national-wildlife-rehabilitators-association.myshopify.com/
https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/managing-resources/laws/orders/wildlife-conservation-order
mailto:reitzc@michigan.gov
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6. Allow 60 days to receive your approved wildlife rehabilitation permit. An approved wildlife rehabilitation
permit is required prior to starting wildlife rehabilitation activities.

• Application review and approval is dependent on facility inspections conducted by DNR Law
Enforcement Division. Availability of DNR Law Enforcement Division inspection staff can
fluctuate throughout the year. For example, staff may not be available to complete inspections
during scheduled hunting seasons and State of Michigan holidays.

7. If changes are required to any of the information on your wildlife rehabilitation permit, you must submit
an amended application, per Amending a Permit in this information circular.

8. Your wildlife rehabilitation permit will expire on the fifth March 31 after the date of issue, per Renewing
a Permit in this information circular.

9. You are required to maintain records and to report permit activities throughout the duration of your
wildlife rehabilitation permit, per Record Keeping Requirements in this information circular.

AMENDING A WILDLIFE REHABILITATION PERMIT 
If a change is required regarding any information on your wildlife rehabilitation permit, you must submit an 
amended application. For example, such changes may include animals being rehabilitated, or address. To 
amend an existing wildlife rehabilitation permit: 

1. Contact the Wildlife Division Permit Specialist (517-284-6210 or DNR-PermitSpecialist@michigan.gov) 
to:

• Request a paper amendment application; or

• Request an electronic amendment application; or

• Complete an amendment application through the web-based application system.
2. Complete the Wildlife Rehabilitation Application and Permit form (PR9129-1) entirely with current 

information.
3. Indicate “amended” and your permit number in the appropriate area.
4. Attach an explanation of the changes. Changing an address may require an inspection from the DNR. If 

this land is not owned by the permittee, a landowner agreement will be required. If adding federally 
protected birds, please submit a copy of your approved federal permit.

5. Submit your amended Wildlife Rehabilitation Application and Permit form (PR9129-1) with required 
documents, if applicable, to: Permit Specialist, Wildlife Division, DNR, PO Box 30444, Lansing, MI 
48909-7944 or DNR-PermitSpecialist@michigan.gov or through the web-based application system.

6. Allow 60 days to receive your approved amended wildlife rehabilitation permit.

• Amendment review and approval is dependent on facility inspections conducted by DNR Law 
Enforcement Division. Availability of DNR Law Enforcement Division inspection staff can 
fluctuate throughout the year. For example, staff may not be available to complete inspections 
during scheduled hunting seasons and State of Michigan holidays.

RENEWING A WILDLIFE REHABILITATION PERMIT 
Wildlife rehabilitation permits are valid from the date of issue to the fifth March 31 after issue; unless revoked, 
annulled, withdrawn, recalled, or canceled prior to that date. For example, a permit issued June 1, 2023, would 
be valid until March 31, 2028. You will be mailed or emailed renewal information and a renewal application 
during the month of November. To renew an existing wildlife rehabilitation permit: 

1. Complete the Wildlife Rehabilitation Application and Permit form (PR9129-1) entirely with current
information.

2. Indicate “renewal” and your permit number in the appropriate area.
3. A continued education class is required. You must submit a certificate of completion with your renewed

wildlife rehabilitation permit. If adding federally protected birds, you must submit a copy of your
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approved federal permit. Please refer to the How to Obtain a Permit for Wildlife Rehabilitation in 
Michigan document. 

4. Submit your renewed Wildlife Rehabilitation Application and Permit form (PR9129-1) with required 
documents, if applicable, to: Permit Specialist, Wildlife Division, DNR, PO Box 30444, Lansing, MI 
48909-7944 or DNR-PermitSpecialist@michigan.gov or through the web-based application system.

5. You should receive your renewed permit prior to the expiration date of your current permit.

• Renewal review and approval is dependent on facility inspections conducted by DNR Law 
Enforcement Division. Availability of DNR Law Enforcement Division inspection staff can 
fluctuate throughout the year. For example, staff may not be available to complete inspections 
during scheduled hunting seasons and State of Michigan holidays.

SUBPERMTTEE(s)  
Subpermittees providing assistance at the permittee’s facility or at their own facility are required to have an 
approved subpermit from the DNR. The application must be completed and submitted to the DNR by the 
permittee. Depending on the type of subpermit, an inspection may be required by a DNR Law Enforcement 
Officer. To apply for a subpermit:  

1. All applicants must be at least 18 years or older.
2. Contact the Wildlife Division Permit Specialist (517-284-6210 or DNR-PermitSpecialist@michigan.gov) 

to:
a. Request a paper application; or
b. Request an electronic application; or
c. Complete an application through the web-based application system.

3. Complete the Application and Permit to Possess Wildlife for Rehabilitation Subpermittee Permit
(PR129-2) entirely with current information.

4. Indicate “Add” and your permit number in the appropriate area.
5. A landowner agreement is required if the applicant does not own the land where wildlife rehabilitation 

activities will occur (if facilities are on land other than their own or the permitted wildlife rehabilitator). If 
adding federally protected birds, please submit a copy of your approved federal permit.

6. Submit the Application and Permit to Possess Wildlife for Rehabilitation Subpermittee Permit and 
required documents, if applicable, to: Permit Specialist, Wildlife Division, DNR, PO Box 30444, Lansing, 
MI  48909-7944 or DNR-PermitSpecialist@michigan.gov or through the web-based application system.

To delete a subpermittee: 
1. Contact the Wildlife Division Permit Specialist (517-284-6210 or DNR-PermitSpecialist@michigan.gov) 

to:
a. Request a paper application; or
b. Request an electronic application; or
c. Complete an application through the web-based application system.

2. Complete the Application and Permit to Possess Wildlife for Rehabilitation Subpermittee Permit
(PR129-2) entirely with current information.

3. Indicate “Delete” and your permit number in the appropriate area.
4. Submit the Application and Permit to Possess Wildlife for Rehabilitation Subpermittee Permit your 

application and required documents, if applicable, to:  Permit Specialist, Wildlife Division, DNR, PO Box 
30444, Lansing, MI  48909-7944 or DNR-PermitSpecialist@michigan.gov or through the web-based 
application system.

mailto:DNR-PermitSpecialist@michigan.gov
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To change a subpermittee or amend a subpermittee’s current permit: 
1. Contact the Wildlife Division Permit Specialist (517-284-6210 or DNR-PermitSpecialist@michigan.gov) 

to:
a. Request a paper application; or
b. Request an electronic application; or
c. Complete an application through the web-based application system.

2. Complete the Application and Permit to Possess Wildlife for Rehabilitation Subpermittee Permit
(PR129-2) entirely with current information.

3. Indicate “Change” and your permit number in the appropriate area.
4. Attach an explanation of the changes. Changing an address may require an inspection from the DNR. If 

this land is not owned by the permittee, a landowner agreement will be required. If adding federally 
protected birds, please submit a copy of your approved federal permit.

5. Submit the Application and Permit to Possess Wildlife for Rehabilitation Subpermittee Permit your 
application and required documents, if applicable, to: Permit Specialist, Wildlife Division, DNR, PO Box 
30444, Lansing, MI  48909-7944 or DNR-PermitSpecialist@michigan.gov or through the web-based 
application system

WILDLIFE REHABILITATION RULES AND REGULATIONS 
The regulations pertaining to wildlife rehabilitation in Michigan are contained in the following sections of the 
Wildlife Conservation Order (WCO).  

5.70 Rehabilitation permit definitions. 
Sec. 5.70 For the purposes of sections 5.71 to 5.75 of this order, the terms in these sections shall have 
the meaning ascribed to them in this section. 

1. “Bottle babies” means baby wild animals, not including migratory birds, that are being rehabilitated and
depend on bottles for food, nutrition, and/or nourishment.

2. “Continuing education” means classes approved by the department that are required for a wildlife
rehabilitation permit renewal every five years.

3. “Co-mingle” means possessing, housing, transporting, keeping, or otherwise allowing a wild animal to
come into direct contact or indirect contact with any other wild animal, domestic animal or bird,
livestock, or exotic animal or bird.

4. “Direct contact” means physical contact between wild animals and domestic animals, including
livestock, or physical contact between wild animals and any animals held under the authority of a permit
issued by the department to hold game in captivity or a permit issued by the department for scientific
collectors.

5. “Domestic animal” means a species of animal that lives under the husbandry of humans. This includes
livestock. This also includes those species of animals used for human food or fiber or those species of
animals used for service to humans.

6. “Donation to” means to give away a wild animal that cannot be released back into the wild to an
approved facility as described in 5.74 (1).

7. “Exotic animal or bird” means a species of animal or bird that is not native to the state of Michigan or
the United States.

8. “Federal permit” means a special purpose permit issued under 50 CFR Part 13 and 50 CFR 21.95 by
the United States fish and wildlife service for rehabilitation of migratory birds and federally listed
endangered or threatened species.

9. “Habituated” means being accustomed to the presence or activities of humans, animals, or birds in a
way that is inconsistent with the behavior expected of a wild animal of the same species in the wild.

mailto:DNR-PermitSpecialist@michigan.gov
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Examples include, but are not limited to, wild animals that do not exhibit a flight response or are 
dependent on humans to provide food for their survival. 

10. “Humane” means the housing, nutrition, hydration, medical care, pain relief, sanitary conditions, stress
relief, enrichment, treatment, or individual care that address the needs of the animal in rehabilitation,
including euthanasia when release is not possible.

11. “Imprinted” means to come to recognize another animal, person, or thing as a parent or other trusted
being, contrary to the way a wild animal of the same species in the wild would view the other animal,
person, or thing.

12. “Indirect contact” means any sensory (sight, sound, smell, taste, and/or touch) exposure that is more
than what the wild animal would experience in its natural environment.

13. “Migratory birds” are those birds that the United States fish and wildlife service identifies on a list it
prepares pursuant to the Migratory Bird Treaty Act that is published in the Federal Register. Migratory
birds are also subject to regulation by the department, including under this chapter.

14. “Overwinter” means possession of a wild animal past December 31st of the year acquired.
15. "Permit" means the written authorization to conduct wildlife rehabilitation issued by the department

under this chapter at an identified facility or facilities.
16. "Permittee" means an individual who has been issued a permit by the department under this chapter to

conduct wildlife rehabilitation at the facility or facilities indicated on the permit.
17. “Person” shall have the same meaning as defined by section 301 of 1994 PA 451, MCL 324.301.
18. “Protected animal” means that definition as described in MCL 324.40103(7) as an animal or kind of

animal that is designated by the department as an animal that shall not be taken. These include, but
are not limited to bats, moose, wolverines, and all birds not defined as game, except house sparrows,
feral pigeons, and starlings.

19. “Members of the public” means any person, except a permittee, subpermittee, licensed veterinarian
providing medical care to wild animals at a wildlife rehabilitation facility, employees or representatives
of the department or any other governmental agency.

20. “Public display” means visible to members of the public.
21. “Rehabilitate” means the care and treatment of injured, sick, oiled, or orphaned wild animals including,

but not limited to, capturing, transporting, treating, feeding, housing, and conditioning animals so they
can be released back to the wild.

22. “Rehabilitation” means providing care for injured, sick, or orphaned wild animals as permitted by the
department.

23. “Release” and “release into the wild” means to free a wild animal from confinement to an area where
the wild animal is capable of survival. This does not allow for the immediate recapturing of the wild
animal, transferring the wild animal to another permittee, or taking the wild animal back into
rehabilitation.

24. “Sanitary” means having adequate food, water, and facilities that are routinely cleaned and disinfected.
25. “Soft release” means gradually reducing the support provided to a rehabilitated wild animal, such as

shelter, food, or water for the specific purpose of improving its chance of survival in the wild. “Soft
release” does not include any support or other activity that would violate this order or result in the wild
animal becoming habituated.

26. “Small wild mammals” are defined as follows:
a. All Michigan mammals classified in the Procyonidae family, which includes northern raccoon

(Procyon lotor).
b. All Michigan mammals classified in the Didelphidae family, which includes Virginia opossum

(Didelphis virginiana).
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c. All Michigan mammals classified in the Leporidae family, which includes eastern cottontail rabbit
(Sylvilagus floridanus) and snowshoe hare (Lepus americanus).

d. All Michigan mammals classified in the Sciuridae family, which includes eastern chipmunk
(Tamias striatus), eastern fox squirrel (Sciurus niger), eastern gray squirrel (Sciurus
carolinensis), least chipmunk (Tamias minimus), northern flying squirrel (Glaucomys sabrinus),
red squirrel (Tamiasciurus hudsonicus), southern flying squirrel (Glaucomys volans), thirteen-
lined ground squirrel (Spermophilus tridecemlineatus), and woodchuck (Marmota monax).

27. “Subpermit” means the written authorization issued by the department under this chapter to conduct
wildlife rehabilitation under the supervision of a permitted wildlife rehabilitator at an identified facility or
facilities.

28. “Subpermittee” means an adult 18 years of age or older who has been issued a subpermit by the
department under this chapter to assist with wildlife rehabilitation under a named permittee’s
supervision at the facility or facilities listed in the subpermit. Any individual at the facility assisting in the
rehabilitation of wild animals must be a permittee or subpermittee.

29. “Threatened or endangered species” means any wild animal listed as a threatened or endangered
species under state or federal law.

30. “Transport” means the act of a permittee or subpermittee relocating wild animals to the premises of a
licensed rehabilitator.

31. “Wild” means living or growing in the natural environment; not domesticated or not habituated.
32. “Wild animals” means all wild bird and wild mammal species native to Michigan.

5.71 Rehabilitation permit, general wildlife rehabilitation provisions. 
Sec. 5.71  

1. A person shall not possess a live wild animal for the purpose of wildlife rehabilitation without first
securing a permit or subpermit from the department, except as provided in subsection 5.71(a).

a. A licensed veterinarian is not subject to the permitting requirements of section 5.71(1) when the
licensed veterinarian is treating a sick, injured, or orphaned wild animal at the veterinarian’s
facility for not more than 48 hours before releasing it to the wild, transferring it to a permittee, or
administering humane euthanasia.

2. A permittee or subpermittee shall not possess a wild bat, bear, elk, moose, mute swan or skunk. A
subpermittee shall not possess a wild deer except when transporting wild fawns.

3. Only one permittee shall be affiliated with a facility or facilities approved by the department indicated on
a wildlife rehabilitation permit. Additional persons affiliated with the facility or facilities need to be
subpermittees approved by the department, unless the following exception applies:

a. The department may approve another person to temporarily care for wild animals at a facility or
facilities provided that the permittee provides a written request to the department with the
address of the facility, the reason for temporary care, the name of the person caring for the
facility or facilities, and the approximate number of days the facility will be in temporary care.

4. A person may be approved by the department as a subpermittee for the rehabilitation of bottle babies
and wild animals except for those species listed in subsection (2), and the transport of wild animals
except for those species listed in subsection (2). Subpermittees may transport wild fawns.

a. An inspection is required for facilities listed on a subpermit for the rehabilitation of wild animals
not considered bottle babies. An inspection is not required for subpermittees only transporting
wild animals.

b. If a subpermittee is assisting with wildlife rehabilitation activities at a facility that is not approved
by the department, the subpermittee shall own the property where wildlife rehabilitation activities
will occur or have a fully executed agreement in which the property owner gives written
authorization to the subpermittee to conduct wildlife rehabilitation activities in a designated area
of the property for a defined amount of time.
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5. A permittee or subpermittee shall not capture, receive, possess, transport, or transfer wild animals for
any purpose other than wildlife rehabilitation. A permittee or subpermittee shall not transfer live or dead
wild animals except to other permittees with appropriate facilities or as allowed by sections 5.74 (1) to
5.74 (4).

6. A permittee or subpermittee shall not sell or barter live or dead wild animals in any manner.
7. A permittee or subpermittee shall not transfer live wild animals for capture or release without first

securing approval from the landowner where capture or release will occur.
8. Permittees or subpermittees shall not rehabilitate wild animals in a manner contrary to local, state, or

federal statutes, regulations, rules, ordinances, or orders, including other provisions of this order not in
chapter V.

9. The permittee or subpermittee shall provide a copy of their permit or subpermit to the department’s
agents or other law enforcement agents upon request.

10. The permittee or subpermittee shall obtain a federal permit prior to obtaining or possessing migratory
birds unless otherwise provided by the United States fish and wildlife service. When the limitations of a
federal permit are more restrictive than the state permit, the federal limitations shall prevail. It is the
responsibility of the permittee or subpermittee to know which bird species are considered migratory.

11. A person may capture and transport a sick, injured, or orphaned wild animal to a permitted wildlife
rehabilitator, licensed veterinarian, or department employee, but only after contacting the facility,
licensed veterinarian, or department employee to confirm the wild animal will be accepted. Prior to
transport, no care may be provided to a wild animal, except as directed by a permitted wildlife
rehabilitator, veterinarian, or department employee.

a. A person has 24 hours Monday through Friday and 48 hours Saturday through Sunday to
capture and transport the sick, injured, or orphaned wild animal to a wildlife rehabilitator,
licensed veterinarian, or department employee.

b. This subsection does not apply to the capture and transport of threatened or endangered
species and wild bats, bears, cougars, elk, lynx, moose, mute swans, skunks, and wolves,
including their offspring. An individual shall not capture and transport a deer unless it’s a fawn.

c. Any persons consistently and repeatedly transporting wild animals directly to another facility
must have a permit or subpermit.

5.72 Rehabilitation permit, application, issuance, amendment, renewal. 
Sec. 5.72 

1. An application for a permit shall be submitted on a form or through a web-based application system
furnished by the department. A permit application shall be considered only if the applicant is at least 18
years of age or older and has provided documentation of all of the following:

a. Training and experience in the care and handling of such animals, except if the applicant is a
licensed veterinarian, shall be documented by 1 of the following:

i. letter or affidavit, signed by a licensed veterinarian, indicating that the applicant has
demonstrated, through at least 30 hours of paid or volunteer experience, adequate skills
in handling injured and orphan animals.

ii. A letter or affidavit, signed by a current permitted wildlife rehabilitator in Michigan
indicating that the applicant has demonstrated, through at least 30 hours of working as
an approved subpermittee by the department and has adequate skills in handling injured
and orphan animals.

b. Adequate facilities as determined by the department based upon the national wildlife
rehabilitators association and international wildlife rehabilitation council’s current “standards for
wildlife rehabilitation.” All facilities where animals are kept for longer than 48 hours shall be
listed on the permit application and shall be subject to inspection prior to permit issuance and at
any reasonable time thereafter by an agent of the department.
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c. A permit shall not be renewed, except if the rehabilitator is a licensed veterinarian, unless the
application is accompanied by a certificate of completion for a continuing education class in the
rehabilitation of wild animals for a class and at a frequency that has been approved by the
department.

d. In addition to the training and experience requirements of subsection (a), a person applying for
a permit that is not a renewal, including applying for a new permit after a sanction other than a
revocation under 5.250 or five years after the date a permit was revoked as described in 5.72b,
shall furnish with their permit application proof of having completed a wildlife rehabilitation basic
skills class that has been approved by the department.

e. If the rehabilitation facility or facilities are on more than one parcel of land, all parcels shall be
listed as part of the application process and inspected by the department.

2. An applicant shall own the property where wildlife rehabilitation activities will occur or must submit a
fully executed agreement in which the property owner gives written authorization to the applicant to
conduct wildlife rehabilitation activities in a designated area of the property for a defined amount of
time.

3. An applicant shall certify that they have read and understand the statutes, rules, regulations, orders,
and ordinances that apply to the wild animals being rehabilitated at the facility or facilities listed on the
application and that they agree to comply with all provisions of those legal obligations.

4. An applicant shall certify that rehabilitation activities and the facility or facilities are in compliance with
statutes, rules, regulations, orders, and ordinances.

5. Following an inspection to a new application or amendment to a current permit or subpermit, the
department may deny the application or amendment if it doesn’t meet the regulations described in this
order.

5.72a Rehabilitation permit, facility standards and inspections. 
Sec. 5.72a 

1. Following the standards set forth in the national wildlife rehabilitators association and international
wildlife rehabilitation council’s “standards for wildlife rehabilitation”, all enclosures shall be structurally
sound, of sufficient strength for species involved, and maintained in good repair to prevent escape or
injury to the wild animals being rehabilitated. The department may approve alternative structures on a
case-by-case basis provided they exceed current facility standards set forth in the national wildlife
rehabilitators association and international wildlife rehabilitation council’s “standards for wildlife
rehabilitation.” An appropriate enclosure for any wild animals that can fly shall include four walls, a
bottom, and a top that does not permit the wild animal to fly outside of the enclosure. All enclosures
shall be adequate to prevent the ingress or egress of animals, wild and domestic.

2. All premises and facilities covered by a permit shall be open to inspection by an agent of the
department or by an agent of the United States fish and wildlife service at any reasonable time. An
inspection may include the determination that a wild animal shall be released, be taken into possession
by the department or United States fish and wildlife service, transferred to another facility, or humanely
euthanized as authorized by the department or United States fish and wildlife service.

5.72b Rehabilitation permit, amendment, expiration, revocation, applying after revocation or any other 
sanction under section 5.250. 
Sec. 5.72b 

1. A person may apply for a new permit five years after the date that their permit was revoked by the
department. To apply for a new permit after a prior permit was revoked, a person must follow the
instructions to submit a new application and provide evidence that the conditions or circumstances that
resulted in the permit being revoked have been resolved and will not reoccur if the department issues a
new permit. If the person does not follow the instructions or if the department determines that the
person has not provided evidence that the conditions or circumstances that resulted in the permit being
revoke have been resolved and will not reoccur, the department may deny the permit application.
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2. Post-revocation applicants shall apply for a wildlife rehabilitation permit for small wild mammals only. If
approved by the department, the permit may be amended a year from issuance to include other
animals provided there have been no violations.

3. A person may apply for a new permit after the date that his or her permit is subject to a sanction under
section 5.250 other than revocation without waiting five years. To apply for a new permit after a
sanction under section 5.250 other than revocation, a person must follow the instructions to submit a
new application and provide evidence that the conditions or circumstances that resulted in the sanction
have been resolved and will not reoccur if the department issues a new permit. If the person does not
follow the instructions or if the department determines that the person has not provided evidence that
the conditions or circumstances that resulted in the sanction have been resolved and will not reoccur,
the department may deny the permit application or impose limits or conditions in the permit to require
the person to comply with this order.

5.72c Rehabilitation permit, records, and reporting. 
Sec. 5.72c 

1. The permittee shall maintain an up-to-date record of all wild animals in their possession, except that
federally protected and migratory birds may be recorded upon a form furnished by the United States
fish and wildlife service. The record for each wild animal, including those held overwinter, shall list the
species, the condition of the wild animal, the name and address of the donor or other source, and the
method and date of disposition. In addition, the record for threatened or endangered species, those
species of special concern described in section 5.74a, and wild animals held overwinter shall include
the county of origin and the county of release. If the permittee or subpermittee has multiple facilities,
each facility that keeps animals for 48 hours or longer shall maintain and keep up-to-date records on
the premises. The permittee shall submit all state and federal permittee and subpermittee records on a
form furnished by the department or on a form furnished by the United States fish and wildlife service
for the calendar year to the department's wildlife rehabilitation permit specialist by January 31 of each
year or within 15 days after termination of the permit. A copy of the records required by this section
shall be maintained by the permittee for 2 years following the required date of submission.

5.73 Rehabilitation permit, expiration, and disposition of animals and the parts of animals following a 
violation. 
Sec. 5.73 

1. A permit shall be valid for 5 years and shall expire on March 31 of the fifth year following issuance,
unless revoked, annulled, withdrawn, recalled, or canceled prior to that date.

2. The department may revoke, or otherwise address a violation as described in section 5.250, a
permittee’s license if the permittee or a subpermittee of that permittee fails to comply with the
conditions, and limitations, and any other provisions in this order.

3. If the department revokes or otherwise addresses a violation as described in section 5.250, the
department may direct the permittee or subpermittee to dispose of any animal and the parts of any
animal in his or her possession in a manner approved by the department.

5.74 Rehabilitation permit, conditions, limitations, unlawful acts care and treatment of wild animals. 
Sec. 5.74 In addition to the conditions and limitations already described in Chapter V, the following conditions 
and limitations shall apply to the possession of wild animals under the authority of a rehabilitation permit: 

1. Except for threatened or endangered species and animals of special concern, all wild animals which
cannot be rehabilitated sufficiently to be released into the wild shall be disposed by one of the following
ways:

a. Donation to a public zoological park approved or accredited by the association of zoos and
aquariums or a public sanctuary approved or accredited by the American sanctuary association.

b. Donation to a research or educational institution that meets acceptance criteria for the issuance
of a Michigan scientific collector’s permit as provided by section 5.21 of this order.

c. Humane and discreet euthanasia by methods recommended and approved by the American
veterinary medical association. Refusal by a permittee or subpermittee to carry out or have
another person carryout humane and discreet euthanasia of a non-releasable wild animal is
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inhumane treatment and is prohibited by this order. The carcasses of protected animals and 
game animals shall be turned over to the local conservation officer or disposed of as directed by 
the department, except as described in subsection (4). 

d. A permittee may possess a permanently injured, non-releasable migratory bird for the purpose
of fostering orphaned young or juveniles undergoing rehabilitation. The permittee must have
both the wildlife rehabilitation permit and scientific collector’s permit and be in compliance with
the United States fish and wildlife service requirements before possessing the permanently
injured, non-releasable migratory bird.

e. A permittee may possess a permanently injured raptor unable to survive in the wild for the
purpose of fostering orphaned young or juveniles undergoing rehabilitation. The permittee must
have both the wildlife rehabilitation permit and falconry permit and be in compliance with the
United States fish and wildlife service requirements before possessing the permanently injured,
non-releasable migratory bird.

2. All wild animals on the federal endangered or threatened species list shall be turned over to an agent of
the United States fish and wildlife service.

3. All wild animals not included on the federal threatened or endangered species list but included on the
state endangered or threatened species list that shall come into possession by a permittee shall be
reported during the same business day, or subsequent first business day if acquired on a holiday or
weekend, to the department. Such wild animals shall be handled and disposed of only as provided by
the department and shall only be possessed for rehabilitation purposes under the authority of an
endangered species permit as provided by Part 365 of the natural resources environmental protection
act, 1994 PA 451.

4. All wild animals exhibiting an illness, disease, or other abnormal behavior that shall come into
possession of a permittee or subpermittee, and all wild animals that die of illness or disease while in the
possession of the permittee or subpermittee, shall be reported during the same business day, or
subsequent first business day if the wild animal shall die or be acquired on a holiday or weekend, to the
department wildlife disease laboratory pathology laboratory as instructed by the department. Such wild
animals shall be possessed, handled, and disposed of only as provided by the department. When
necessary, the permittee or subpermittee shall initiate all disease-related protocols at their facility as
instructed by the department’s wildlife disease laboratory experts.

5. As soon as a wild animal is capable of fending for itself and shows no signs of being habituated, it shall
be released into the wild as directed by the permit and this order. Wild animals shall not be released
upon the lands of another except with written permission of that property owner or the public land
administrator.

a. Soft release methods using supplemental food is prohibited except for migratory birds on the
premise of the facility as described in the national wildlife rehabilitators association and
international wildlife rehabilitation council’s “standards for wildlife rehabilitation.”

b. Wild animals shall be released to a location that provides adequate habitat where they will not
create a nuisance.

6. Wild animals of special concern shall be possessed, transported, and disposed of only as provided in
this order.

7. It is the permittee’s or subpermittee’s obligation to ensure that the facility or facilities is operated and
maintained in a manner that does not pose a threat to human or animal safety by following the
standards set forth in the national wildlife rehabilitators association and international wildlife
rehabilitation council’s “standards for wildlife rehabilitation.”

8. All wild animals shall be kept under humane and sanitary conditions as defined in section 5.70 of this
chapter at all times based upon the national wildlife rehabilitators association and international wildlife
rehabilitation council’s “standards for wildlife rehabilitation” except as otherwise approved by the
department under section 5.72a.
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9. All wild animals shall be cared and treated for as provided by the standards set forth in the national
wildlife rehabilitators association and international wildlife rehabilitation council’s “standards for wildlife
rehabilitation.”

10. All wild animals being rehabilitated are subject to the following:
a. Shall be kept separated from high-traffic human living quarters and activities.
b. Shall be kept in appropriate enclosures at all times and have direct or indirect contact with the

permittee or subpermittee only to the extent necessary to provide adequate care and treatment.
c. Shall not be cared for by anyone other than an approved permittee or subpermittee.
d. Shall not be housed so as to be visible to, or otherwise allowed to be viewed, by members of

the public, unless otherwise authorized by the department.
e. Shall not have direct or indirect contact with members of the public.
f. Shall not co-mingle with, have direct or indirect contact with, or be able to see domestic animals,

including livestock, or animals held under the authority of a permit issued by the department to
hold wildlife in captivity or issued to scientific collectors.

g. Shall not be tamed, kept as pets, held with domestic animals, or habituated.
h. Shall be of compatible species, as described in the national wildlife rehabilitators association

and international wildlife rehabilitation council’s “standards for wildlife rehabilitation”, when
housed together, and not pose a threat to health or well−being of other wild animals in the same
enclosure. Prey and predator species shall be separated by visual and/or olfactory barriers.

5.74a Wild animals of special concern, possession, transportation, and disposal. 
Sec. 5.74a Wild animals of special concern are as follows: 

1. Deer of special concern, all wild free-ranging deer. Live wild deer shall not be possessed without a
permit from the department, subject to the following:

a. All wild deer, positively confirmed to be from Alcona, Alpena, Iosco, Montmorency, Oscoda,
Otsego, Presque Isle, and Montcalm counties shall not be possessed unless:

i. euthanized and sent or taken at the earliest possible time to the wildlife disease
laboratory by direct arrangement with the wildlife disease laboratory or by arrangement
with a local conservation officer.

ii. obtained by a permittee located inside Alcona, Alpena, Iosco, Montmorency, Oscoda,
Otsego, Presque Isle, and Montcalm counties who humanely euthanizes the deer within
24 hours of receipt.

b. All wild deer, except fawns, positively confirmed to be from inside a county with a confirmed
case of CWD, except for Montcalm County, shall not be possessed unless:

i. euthanized and sent or taken at the earliest possible time to the wildlife disease
laboratory by direct arrangement with the wildlife disease laboratory or by arrangement
with a local conservation officer.

ii. obtained by a permittee located in a county with a confirmed case of CWD who
humanely euthanizes the deer within 24 hours of receipt.

c. A licensed permittee located within a county with a confirmed case of CWD, except for
Montcalm County, shall only possess a wild fawn from inside that same county if the capture
point of the wild fawn is within a 10-mile radius of the licensed permittee’s facility. The licensed
permittee shall release that same fawn within a 10-mile radius of their facility.

d. All wild deer, except fawns, positively confirmed to be from outside of a county with a confirmed
case of CWD shall not be possessed unless:

i. euthanized and sent or taken at the earliest possible time to the wildlife disease
laboratory by direct arrangement with the wildlife disease laboratory or by arrangement
with a local conservation officer.
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ii. obtained by a permittee located outside of a county with a confirmed case of CWD who
humanely euthanizes the deer within 24 hours of receipt.

e. All wild fawns positively confirmed to be from outside of a county with a confirmed case of CWD
shall:

i. not be moved to a county with a confirmed case of CWD.
ii. be released only in the county of origin. Each cage shall be tagged by the permittee with

the county of origin and date of capture for each deer.
f. If the capture point of a wild deer cannot be positively confirmed to be from a particular county,

the deer shall be isolated in a manner to prevent direct, physical contact with other deer and
humanely euthanized within 24 hours of receipt. If a deer has come into direct, physical contact
with a deer originating from another or unknown county of origin, both deer shall be isolated in a
manner to prevent physical contact with other deer and humanely euthanized within 24 hours of
receipt.

g. The permittee shall permanently mark all deer in possession with a clearly visible unique
identification mark prior to release as required by the department.

h. All wild deer, except fawns, cannot be possessed for wildlife rehabilitation.
i. All wild fawns shall be released by October 1 of the year it was taken into possession for wildlife

rehabilitation unless recommended, in a written request, by a Michigan licensed veterinarian
and authorized by the department. The written request must be submitted to the department no
later than 15 days prior to October 1.

j. All wild fawns shall not be taken into possession for wildlife rehabilitation October 1 through
March 1.

2. Skunks and bats of special concern, all wild skunks and bats. Live skunks and bats shall not be
possessed.

3. Raccoons of special concern, all wild raccoons. Live raccoons may be possessed and released only as
follows:

a. Raccoons shall be released only in the same county where captured and shall be isolated in a
manner to prevent direct, physical contact with wild animals not originating from the same
county. Each cage shall be tagged by the permittee with the county of origin and date of
capture.

b. Cages and areas used to hold raccoons for release shall be constructed of materials that can be
effectively disinfected.

c. If the capture point of a raccoon cannot be positively confirmed to be from a particular county,
the raccoon shall be isolated from direct, physical contact with other raccoons and humanely
euthanized within 24 hours of receipt. If a raccoon has come into direct, physical contact with a
raccoon originating from another or unknown county of origin, both raccoons shall be isolated
from direct, physical contact with other raccoons and humanely euthanized within 24 hours of
exposure.

4. Elk of special concern, all wild free-ranging elk. Live wild elk shall not be possessed.
5. Moose of special concern, all wild free-ranging moose. Live wild moose shall not be possessed.
6. Mute swans of special concern, all wild mute swans. Live wild mute swans shall not be possessed.
7. Subject to the provisions of this order, in the event a wild deer is humanely euthanized or dies as the

result of disease symptoms consistent with chronic wasting disease, the carcass shall be sent or taken
at the earliest possible time to the wildlife disease laboratory by direct arrangement with the wildlife
disease laboratory or by arrangement with a local conservation officer or a department employee.

5.75 Rehabilitation permit, kinds of wild animals held under permit. 
Sec. 5.75 Permittees or subpermittees shall not possess wild animals other than those indicated on their 
approved permit or subpermit. 
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5.250 Special permit regulations; violation. 
Sec. 5.250  

1. A permit issued under authority of section 40114 of the NREPA, 1994 PA 451, as amended, may be
summarily suspended, suspended, revoked, annulled, withdrawn, recalled, canceled, or amended
pursuant to the administrative procedures act of 1969, 1969 PA 306, MCL 24.201 to 24.328.

2. If the holder of a permit is convicted of violating the permit or section 40114, the permit or license may
be revoked and any animal and the parts of any animal in his or her possession shall be disposed of in
a manner approved by the department without conducting a proceeding under the administrative
procedures act of 1969, 1969 PA 306, MCL 24.201 to 24.328 to summarily suspend, suspend, revoke,
annul, withdraw, recall, cancel, or amend the permit.

ENDANGERED OR THREATENED SPECIES 
Any wild animal listed as an endangered or threatened species under state or federal law is protected and may 
not be taken, harmed, pursued, or harassed. Any type of harassment of these animals without a permit is 
unlawful. Some vertebrate species, which may be encountered in Michigan, are protected under state and/or 
federal regulations.  

A federal permit from the United States Fish and Wildlife Service is required for the rehabilitation of migratory 
birds and federally listed endangered or threatened species. All wild animals that are on the federal 
endangered or threatened species list must be turned over to an agent of the United States Fish and Wildlife 
Service. Questions regarding federally protected species can be directed to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Endangered Species Section (telephone 612-713-5350).  

A Michigan threatened and endangered species permit is required for the rehabilitation of state listed 
endangered or threatened species. All wild animals not included on the federal endangered or threatened 
species list but are included on the Michigan endangered or threatened species list that come into the 
possession of a permitted wildlife rehabilitator shall be reported to the DNR, following all reporting 
requirements. Questions regarding state-protected species can be directed to the DNR, Wildlife Division, 
Permit Specialist 517-284-6210 or DNR-PermitSpecialist@michigan.gov.  

The list of State Endangered and Threatened Species can be found at https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp. 

The list of Federal Endangered Species can be found at https://ars.apps.lara.state.mi.us. 

MIGRATORY BIRDS 
Migratory birds are species of birds that the United State Fish and Wildlife Service has identified on a list under 
the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. Migratory birds are also subject to state regulation by the DNR. Therefore, 
migratory birds are protected by both state and federal regulations.  

A federal permit from the United States Fish and Wildlife Service is required prior to obtaining or possessing 
migratory birds for wildlife rehabilitation. Wildlife rehabilitators (permittees and subpermittees) are responsible 
for understanding which bird species are considered migratory. Federal regulations do not protect feral 
pigeons, starlings, or English sparrows. For more information regarding the federal regulations or the issuance 
of federal permits, please consult with the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service (telephone 612-713-5489).  

Once a federal permit has been secured by a permitted wildlife rehabilitator, they can proceed with obtaining 
authorization from the Michigan DNR to rehabilitate migratory birds. Specific facility and enclosure 
requirements are in place for any wild animal that can fly, including migratory birds. Permanently injured, non-
releasable migratory birds may be possessed by a permittee for the purpose of fostering orphaned young or 
juveniles undergoing rehabilitation. To possess a permanently injured, non-releasable migratory bird, the 
permittee must have a wildlife rehabilitation permit and a falconry permit or scientific collector’s permit. They 
must also comply with all United States Fish and Wildlife Service requirements prior to possessing the 
permanently injured, non-releasable migratory bird.  

Migratory birds are the only wild animals that permitted wildlife rehabilitators may use soft release methods for. 
A “soft release” means gradually reducing the support provided to a rehabilitated wild animal, such as shelter, 

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp
https://ars.apps.lara.state.mi.us/
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food, water, or protection from predators for the specific purpose of improving its chance of survival in the wild. 
Soft releases do not include support or other activities that would result in the wild animal becoming 
habituated. Migratory birds being released using soft release methods must be released on the premise of the 
facility as described in the National Wildlife Rehabilitators Association and International Wildlife Rehabilitation 
Council’s “Standards for Wildlife Rehabilitation”.  

BATS 
Bats are considered a protected species in Michigan. To protect human health and safety and safeguard bat 
populations, bats cannot be possessed or rehabilitated in Michigan. Due to public health and safety 
concerns, bats found outside that appears to be sick, injured, or a baby, should be left alone. The bat will likely 
leave on its own. 

SMALL WILD MAMMALS 
“Small wild mammals” are defined as follows: 

• All Michigan mammals classified in the Procyonidae family, which includes northern raccoon (Procyon
lotor).

• All Michigan mammals classified in the Didelphidae family, which includes Virginia opossum (Didelphis
virginiana).

• All Michigan mammals classified in the Leporidae family, which includes eastern cottontail rabbit
(Sylvilagus floridanus) and snowshoe hare (Lepus americanus).

• All Michigan mammals classified in the Sciuridae family, which includes eastern chipmunk (Tamias
striatus), eastern fox squirrel (Sciurus niger), eastern gray squirrel (Sciurus carolinensis), least
chipmunk (Tamias minimus), northern flying squirrel (Glaucomys sabrinus), red squirrel (Tamiasciurus
hudsonicus), southern flying squirrel (Glaucomys volans), thirteen-lined ground squirrel (Spermophilus
tridecemlineatus), and woodchuck (Marmota monax).

Live wild raccoons may be possessed and released by permitted wildlife rehabilitators under certain conditions 
defined in WCO Chapter 5. Rehabilitated raccoons must be released in the same county where they were 
captured from. Cages and areas used to hold raccoons being rehabilitated must be built from materials that 
can be effectively disinfected. Each cage holding a raccoon must be tagged with the county of origin and the 
date of capture. If the capture point of a raccoon cannot be positively confirmed to be from a particular county, 
the raccoon shall be isolated from direct, physical contact with other raccoons and humanely euthanized within 
24 hours of receipt. Raccoons being rehabilitated must be isolated in a manner to prevent direct, physical 
contact with wild animals not originating from the same county. If a raccoon has come into direct, physical 
contact with a raccoon originating from another or unknown county of origin, both raccoons shall be isolated 
from direct, physical contact with other raccoons and humanely euthanized within 24 hours of exposure. 

Post-revocation applicants can only apply for a wildlife rehabilitation permit for small wild mammals. After one 
permit year without violations, the permit may be amended to include other wild animals eligible for wildlife 
rehabilitation. All permit amendments are subject to DNR approval. 

DEER 
In Michigan, there are restrictions for the rehabilitation and movement of deer. These restrictions are in place 
to prevent habituation of deer, prevent unintentional spread of disease, and control the highest risk of 
distributing diseases into previously uninfected areas. The movement of live animals, especially deer, is one of 
the greatest risk factors in spreading disease into a new area. Although natural movements of wild deer 
contribute to the spread of the disease, human-aided transportation of wild animals greatly exacerbates this 
risk factor. Therefore, the rehabilitation of adult deer is prohibited in Michigan. Adult deer shall not be 
possessed unless euthanized within 24 hours and then sent to the Wildlife Disease Lab.  

Capture and release restrictions are in place for the rehabilitation of fawns. The rehabilitation of fawns from 
Alcona, Alpena, Iosco, Montmorency, Oscoda, Otsego, Presque Isle, and Montcalm counties is 
prohibited. Fawns from Alcona, Alpena, Iosco, Montmorency, Oscoda, Otsego, Presque Isle, and 
Montcalm counties shall not be possessed, unless euthanized within 24 hours of receipt and then sent to the 
Wildlife Disease Lab.  
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Currently, the counties with a confirmed case of Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) are Clinton, Dickinson, 
Eaton, Gratiot, Ionia, Ingham, Isabella, Jackson, Hillsdale, Kent, Mecosta, Midland, and Montcalm counties. A 
licensed permittee located within a county with a confirmed case of CWD shall only possess a wild fawn 
from inside that same county if the capture point of the wild fawn is within a 10-mile radius of their facility. The 
licensed permittee must then release the same fawn within a 10-mile radius of their facility. Fawns cannot be 
moved to a county with a confirmed case of CWD. Rehabilitated fawns must be released in the same county 
where they were captured from. Each cage holding a fawn must be tagged with the county of origin and the 
date of capture. All fawns within the cages should also be tagged with the county of origin and date of capture 
to avoid confusion. If the capture point of a fawn cannot be positively confirmed to be from a particular county, 
the fawn shall be isolated from direct, physical contact with other fawns and humanely euthanized within 24 
hours of receipt. If a fawn has come into direct, physical contact with a fawn originating from another or 
unknown county of origin, both fawns shall be isolated from direct, physical contact with other fawns and 
humanely euthanized within 24 hours of exposure.  

In Michigan, deer cannot be possessed for wildlife rehabilitation from October 1 to March 1 of the following 
year. A recommendation from a Michigan licensed veterinarian and authorization from the DNR are required to 
possess deer for wildlife rehabilitation between October 1 and March 1 of the following year. Releasing fawns 
in late fall (after October 1) lowers their chance of survival during the winter because of the lack of food 
resources. Longer periods of rehabilitation time may lead to the habituation of fawns. Evidence from other 
states indicate that more than three-quarters of rehabilitated fawns do not survive. To maximize access to 
available natural food sources and increase the chances of winter survival, fawns must be released by October 
1. If fawns cannot be released prior to October 1, then they will need to be euthanized, unless on a case-by-
case basis, an exception is approved by the DNR. Permitted wildlife rehabilitators may ask to keep fawns past
October 1 on a case-by-case basis if they provide the DNR with a justified written request from a Michigan
licensed veterinarian and DNR experts agree with the justification. The justified written request to possess a
fawn past October 1 must be submitted to the DNR no later than September 16.

Subpermittees cannot possess or rehabilitate wild deer, including fawn bottle babies. However, subpermittees 
can assist with the transportation of fawns. The transportation of wild animals is the act of relocating wild 
animals to the premises of a licensed rehabilitator.  

All fawns shall be permanently marked with a visible, unique identification mark. This does not include 
ear tags. The permanent mark must be something similar to a cattle brand. 

Refer to WCO Sec. 5.74a for more information regarding restrictions for the rehabilitation of deer. 

OTHER RESTRICTED WILD ANIMALS 
Permitted wildlife rehabilitators in Michigan are not allowed to possess black bears, cougars, elk, lynx, 
moose, mute swans, skunks, or wolves, including their offspring. 

RELEASE METHODS 
The goal for wildlife rehabilitation is to release the wild animal back into its natural habitat as soon as the wild 
animal is capable of fending for itself and shows no signs of habituation. Wild animals must be released to a 
location that provides adequate habitat where they will not create a nuisance. Adequate habitat includes 
appropriate habitat, adequate food resources, members of the same species naturally occupy the area, and 
does not place the wild animal at high risk of injury. The proximity to human developments should be factored 
into selecting a suitable release site. Wild animals can cause human-wildlife conflicts if released into an 
urbanized area. Release of rehabilitated wild animals on public private land requires approval from the public 
land administrator or property owner. Wildlife rehabilitators should follow the proper release methods as 
described in the National Wildlife Rehabilitators Association and International Wildlife Rehabilitation 
Council’s “Standards for Wildlife Rehabilitation”.  

Generally, wild animals are released using a “hard” or “soft” method. A “hard release” is when the rehabilitated 
wild animal is released without any further support from humans. A “soft release” means gradually reducing the 
support provided to a rehabilitated wild animal, such as shelter, food, water, or protection from predators for 
the specific purpose of improving its chance of survival in the wild. Soft releases do not include support or 
other activities that would result in the wild animal becoming habituated. In Michigan, all soft release methods 
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are allowed for rehabilitated migratory birds and must meet all requirements outlined in the National Wildlife 
Rehabilitators Association and International Wildlife Rehabilitation Council’s “Standards for Wildlife 
Rehabilitation”. Using supplemental feed as a soft release method is illegal for all other wildlife species 
because it can congregate other wild animals and pose a disease risk through increased probability of contact, 
food source contamination, and environmental contamination. Michigan currently has a deer and elk baiting 
and feeding ban in the entire Lower Peninsula. Placing substances composed of grains, minerals, salt, fruit, 
vegetables, hay or any other food material, whether natural or manufactured that can attract deer is considered 
baiting and is a violation of the law. Soft release methods also create a dependency on humans that can lead 
to nuisance behavior.  

Certain species of wild animals in Michigan have specific release conditions that must be followed. For 
example, raccoons and fawns have specific release conditions, depending on the time of year and county of 
origin. Permitted wildlife rehabilitators must review the rules and regulations for releasing these species, 
located in WCO Chapter 5, prior to obtaining these species for wildlife rehabilitation. 

PUBLIC DISPLAY OF WILDLIFE 
It is important for permitted wildlife rehabilitators to protect both the wild animals in their care and the images 
that are portrayed to the public regarding how they rehabilitate wild animals. Wild animals being rehabilitated 
are not pets. Therefore, wild animals cannot be housed in a way that is visible or otherwise allowed to be 
viewed by members of the public. The DNR may approve exceptions or issue a scientific collector permit on a 
case-by-case basis. Members of the public cannot have direct or indirect contact with any wild animals being 
rehabilitated, unless otherwise approved by the DNR. Direct contact refers to the physical contact between wild 
animals and domestic animals (including livestock) or any animals held under the authority of a captive game 
permit, or any animals held under the authority of a scientific collector permit. Indirect contact refers to any 
sensory exposure that is more than what the wild animal would experience in its natural environment. Indirect 
contact includes exposure via sight, sound, smell, taste, and/or touch.  

SOCIAL MEDIA 
This reference is from the National Wildlife Rehabilitators Association and International Wildlife 
Rehabilitation Council’s “Standards for Wildlife Rehabilitation.” 

Social media usage can become an area of concern for wildlife rehabilitators, the public and the DNR. Only 
licensed wildlife rehabilitators may post carefully considered photos on social media. Wildlife rehabilitators 
should only be shown properly caring for and/or releasing animals in their care (no kissing, snuggling, or face 
contact). No photos should ever be used that show animal(s) in common living space, with household pets, or 
in a situation where the treatment or behavior appears to be like that of a pet. Any illegal activity could result in 
legal actions by the DNR. 

Wildlife rehabilitators should conduct all business, activities, and communications in a professional manner, 
with honesty, integrity, compassion, and commitment, realizing that an individual’s conduct reflects on the 
entire field of wildlife rehabilitation. 

"A professional manner" means working and interacting with others with honesty, integrity, compassion, and 
commitment. If wildlife rehabilitators do these things, then they are truly professionals. When wildlife 
rehabilitators conduct themselves in a professional manner, they can take pride in who they are and what they 
do, and will gain trust, respect, and credibility that enables them to do even more for wildlife. With social media, 
communicating in a professional manner becomes extremely important. Electronic images of wildlife 
rehabilitation can convey messages to a large number of people in a very short time, and that information 
needs to be positive and professional. Photos, videos, and other media should be evaluated closely for public 
sharing suitability. 

Examples of desirable media include: 

• Depicts excellent wildlife rehabilitation in action.
• Depicts circumstances requiring intervention/rescue.
• Depicts interesting, normal behavior of healthy wildlife.
• Depicts a barrier between handler and animal.
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• Documents injury, medical condition, or improvement thereof.
• Shows appropriate medical/technical procedures with correct personal protective equipment (PPE).
• Illustrates safety precautions of the facility in handling and all aspects of rehabilitation.
• Demonstrates important concepts such as preventing abduction with intent to rescue and reuniting or

fostering to wild families.

Examples of less desirable (and in most cases, undesirable) media include: 

• Depicts unnecessary and/or inappropriate animal handling or interaction.
• Depicts a handler obviously posing with an animal.
• Depicts animals who have been posed or placed in a contrived setting.
• Suggests human-animal bond with wildlife intended for release.
• Shows problematic wildlife behavior.
• Lacks appropriate PPE when interacting with wildlife.

When possible, animals should be photographed during an examination or when already being handled or 
anesthetized, rather than being handled specifically for the photos. Federal (and many state and provincial) 
regulations prohibit the use of rehabilitating wildlife for communication purposes, i.e., you can take photos of an 
animal undergoing required care, but you cannot stage a photo opportunity. 

Caring for injured wildlife is a small part of wildlife rehabilitation. Rehabilitation also includes the following: 

• Returning to the wild: Wildlife rehabilitators return what humans have taken. They do not make pets of
or cage and confine wild animals beyond the rehabilitation process.

• Educating: They educate, either in groups or one-on-one, with their staff and/or volunteers, the general
public, the media, and with other wildlife rehabilitators.

• Learning: Wildlife rehabilitators learn nursing care, natural history, and husbandry techniques, and they
also learn about themselves from each animal they treat.

As they go about all aspects of their work (including sharing information, listening to other people’s opinions, 
and encountering new ideas), they should keep the Code of Ethics in mind and not lose sight of the wildlife 
rehabilitator’s mission: the treatment and temporary care of injured, diseased, and displaced indigenous 
animals and the subsequent release of healthy animals to appropriate habitats in the wild. 

Minimum Standards for Ethics in Wildlife Rehabilitation 
• Wildlife rehabilitators should abide by the Wildlife Rehabilitator's Code of Ethics (page xvi).
• Wildlife rehabilitators should abide by the legal limitations and obligations stated on their permits, as

well as all local, state, provincial, and federal laws concerning wildlife, wildlife rehabilitation, and
associated activities.

GOOD SAMARITAN CLAUSE 
The DNR understands that many permitted wildlife rehabilitators depend on the public to bring injured wild 
animals to their facilities for a multitude of reasons. The DNR has implemented a “Good Samaritan” provision 
to regulate and enforce the temporary possession of sick, injured, or orphaned wild animals to get them 
transferred to a permitted wildlife rehabilitator, licensed veterinarian, or DNR employee for care. A member of 
the public has 24 hours Monday through Friday and 48 hours Saturday and Sunday to transport a wild animal 
to a permitted wildlife rehabilitator, licensed veterinarian, or Department employee. Members of the public 
cannot temporarily possess, or transport threatened or endangered species, bats, black bears, cougars, deer, 
elk, lynx, moose, mute swans, skunks, or wolves, including their offspring. Members of the public are allowed 
to temporarily possess fawns if they follow all rules and regulations for deer movement. Members of the public 
should be advised to contact a licensed veterinarian, permitted wildlife rehabilitator, or DNR employee before 
attempting to capture and transport a wild animal.  

PUBLIC RELATIONS 
When responding to a sick, injured, or orphaned wild animal request, the Wildlife Rehabilitators Association 
recommends that the permittee give the member of the public seeking assistance an assessment of the wild 
animal. For example, species identification, condition of animal, nature of injury, and location. 



IC2061 (Revised 10/20/2023) 

Some calls come from members of the public who believe a wild animal has been orphaned or “lost” by the 
parents. The most common reason for these calls is that the public is unaware of the wild animal’s natural 
history. In many situations, education and reassurance will alleviate concerns and allow the wild animal to 
remain in its natural environment. Education is key. Permitted wildlife rehabilitators can help the public better 
understand what wild animals need help from humans by providing the following information: 

• Many wild animals will hide their young for safety, and they will return. These babies are not
abandoned. They simply have been hidden by their mother until she returns. The best thing you can do
to help is to leave the wild animal alone. Most of the time these wild animals do not need our help and it
is best for wildlife to remain in the wild.

• It is not uncommon for deer to leave their fawns unattended for up to eight hours at a time! While fawns
may seem abandoned, they rarely are. All wild white-tailed deer begin life this way. For the first few
weeks of a white-tailed deer fawn’s life, its mother will hide it in secluded locations. This behavior helps
reduce the potential of predators finding the fawn. A fawn’s spots are excellent camouflage, and it has
very little scent, which will help it stay hidden from predators. If you find a fawn alone, do not touch it, as
this might leave your scent and could attract predators. Give it plenty of space and leave the area
quickly.

• A mother rabbit will rarely abandon her babies. She will leave the nest unattended at times so as not to
attract the attention of predators. Leave the nest alone, and the mother will return when she feels it is
safe.

• Although baby raccoons seem cute, they are well known for becoming aggressive as they get older,
making them dangerous to you and your family.

• Feathered baby birds may fall from the nest while learning to fly, but their parents will continue to feed
and care for them even when they are on the ground. Touching a baby bird will not cause the adults to
abandon it; however, if you move a baby bird, the parents may be unable to find it. It is better to leave
the baby bird alone to be raised by its parents and to learn all it needs to know to survive. Keep dogs,
cats and kids away from the nest or baby birds. Birds, their nests and eggs are protected by the
Migratory Bird Treaty Act and must be left alone.

• Wild animals may not appear or act sick but may carry diseases or parasites that can be passed on to
people or pets.

• Wild animals can act unpredictably and can become aggressive, especially as they get older.

• For your safety, obey the law – do not take wild animals from the wild.

EUTHANASIA OF ANIMALS 
Wildlife Conservation Order Section 5.74 prohibits the euthanasia of animals except by methods 
recommended and approved by the DNR. When euthanasia is needed, the DNR prescribes to the American 
Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA) recommended euthanasia methods found at: 
https://www.avma.org/resources-tools/avma-policies/avma-guidelines-euthanasia-animals 

Any procedure recommended by the AVMA is approved and recommended by the DNR. Circumstances will 
dictate the methods available to the operator; however, the method employed should be the safest, quickest, 
and most painless available. Listed below are four methods of euthanasia approved by the AVMA: 

1. Non-inhaled Agents Barbiturates and barbituric acid derivatives— Intravenous injection of a barbituric
acid derivative (e.g., pentobarbital, pentobarbital combination product).

2. Inhaled Agents Inhaled anesthetics—Overdoses of inhaled anesthetics administered via chamber (e.g.,
isoflurane, sevoflurane) are acceptable with conditions for euthanasia of small mammals and some
other species.

3. Gunshot—Gunshot should only be performed by highly skilled personnel trained in the use of firearms
(e.g., animal control and law enforcement officers, properly trained veterinarians) and only in
jurisdictions that allow for legal firearm use.

https://www.avma.org/resources-tools/avma-policies/avma-guidelines-euthanasia-animals
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4. Potassium chloride—Potassium chloride (1 to 2 mmol/kg, 75 to 150 mg/kg, or 1 to 2 mEq K+/kg)
administered IV or intracardially may be used to euthanize.

ANIMALS THAT HAVE BITTEN A PERSON 
Any person that is bitten by a wild animal should seek medical advice from their health care provider or 
physician. Under such conditions the animal should be maintained in confinement until instructions are 
provided for disposal by the health care professional. This same precaution applies if a person has handled an 
obviously sick animal that may be harboring a contagious disease. Children are particularly inclined to handle 
lethargic small mammals. If the animal cannot be restrained safely, it should be destroyed, and the carcass 
temporarily kept for possible testing. Under no circumstances should an animal that has bitten someone, 
or is needed for rabies examination, be shot in the head or subject to head trauma. 

HANDLING OF SICK ANIMALS 
Many wildlife diseases are readily transmissible to a wide range of species, including humans and their pets. 
Because different diseases may exhibit similar symptoms, it is usually not possible to diagnose a disease 
simply by observing an animal's condition or behavior. Common symptoms of disease may include: 1) lack of 
coordination; 2) lack of aggressiveness; 3) secretions from the nose, eyes or mouth; 4) weak, rapid or uneven 
respiration; 5) malnourishment; 6) local or general loss of muscle control; or 7) loss of large patches of hair. 
Potential causes of these symptoms could include viral infections (i.e., distemper, rabies, tularemia), bacterial 
toxins (i.e., botulism) or parasite infestations (i.e., mange, roundworms). Poisoning or starvation may also 
cause animals to behave abnormally. Because the permittee often will know little more than that the animal is 
sick, the animal should be handled as little as possible, and then only with elbow-length rubber or disposable 
plastic gloves and equipment to protect against bites.  

LIABILITIES 
Through the wildlife rehabilitation permit program, the DNR provides a mechanism with which member of the 
public can address wildlife rehabilitation needs. However, the DNR is not liable for any action, or lack of action, 
taken by the permittee or the member of the public, nor is the DNR liable for any damages or injuries caused or 
suffered by either party. The DNR does not endorse any specific permitted wildlife rehabilitator listed on the 
website.  

RECORD KEEPING REQUIREMENTS 
Each permittee must keep records of their wildlife rehabilitation activities, in accordance with WCO Chapter 5. 
Such records shall be completed on the DNR provided report form and/or the United States Fish and Wildlife 
Service provided report form (migratory birds). Reports must be sent the DNR’s Wildlife Division Permit 
Specialist by January 31 of each year or within 15 days after termination of the permit. Submission of the 
report is a condition for permit renewal. Permittees must maintain an up-to-date record of all wild animals in 
their possession. However, federally protected and migratory birds should be recorded on the United States 
Fish and Wildlife Service form. The record for each wild animal, including those held overwinter, must list the 
species, the condition of the wild animal, the name and address of the donor or other source, and the method 
and date of disposition. In addition, the record for threatened or endangered species, those species of special 
concern described in WCO section 5.74a, and wild animals held overwinter must include the county of origin 
and the county of release. If the permittee or subpermittee has multiple facilities, each facility that keeps 
animals for 48 hours or longer must maintain and keep up-to-date records on the premises. A copy of the 
required records must be maintained by the permittee for 2 years following the required date of submission. 
Permittees shall allow, at any reasonable time, a DNR official to examine and inspect such records and 
animals in their possession. 

COMPLAINTS 
All complaints regarding violations of the wildlife rehabilitation regulations by permittees should be forwarded to 
the DNR Law Enforcement Division by email DNR-LawEnforcement@michigan.gov or phone 517-284-6000. 
You may also contact the Wildlife Division Permit Specialist at 517-284-6210 or DNR-
PermitSpecialist@michigan.gov. If immediate action is required, call the nearest DNR Office, Conservation 
Officer, or the toll-free RAP Hotline 1-800-292-7800. The Hotline number is exclusively for reporting violations 
and is not a general information number. 

mailto:DNR-LawEnforcement@michigan.gov
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PERMIT SUSPENSION/REVOCATION PROCEDURES 
Statutory law, quoted in WCO Section 5.250, provides the legal basis for permit sanction or revocation. 
Permittees should be aware that any conviction for a violation of the Natural Resources and Environmental 
Protection Act or Wildlife Conservation Order, including a violation of a condition of the permit, may result in 
the sanction or revocation of the permit upon action by the DNR. Permit sanctions or revocations are 
conducted by an Administrative Hearing Officer under the procedures of the Administrative Procedures Act. 

PERMIT CONDITIONS 
The applicant/permittee’s signature on an Application and Permit to Possess Wildlife for Rehabilitation form 
(PR 9129-1) or an Application and Permit to Possess Wildlife for Rehabilitation Subpermittee Permit (PR 9129-
2) certifies that the applicant/permittee:

1. Has read and understand the statutes, rules, regulations, orders, and ordinances that apply to the wild 
animals being rehabilitated at the facility or facilities listed on the Application and Permit to Possess 
Wildlife for Rehabilitation or the Application and Permit to Possess Wildlife for Rehabilitation 
Subpermittee Permit (PR 9129-2) and agrees to comply with all provisions of those legal obligations.

2. Understands that wildlife rehabilitation activities and the facility or facilities must be in compliance with 
statutes, rules, regulations, orders, and ordinances.

3. Has read and understands this Information Circular for Wildlife Rehabilitation Permits (IC2061), the 
Application and Permit to Possess Wildlife for Rehabilitation form (PR 9129-1), and the Application and 
Permit to Possess Wildlife for Rehabilitation Subpermittee Permit (PR 9129-2) and agrees to abide by 
all requirements therein.

4. Understands that questions regarding the rules and regulations governing these permits should be 
directed to the DNR, Wildlife Division Permit Specialist, PO Box 30444, Lansing, MI 48909-7944, 517-
284-6210 or DNR-PermitSpecialist@michigan.gov.

5. Understands that making a false statement on the Application and Permit to Possess Wildlife for 
Rehabilitation form (PR 9129-1) or the Application and Permit to Possess Wildlife for Rehabilitation 
Subpermittee Permit (PR 9129-2); or failure to comply with the provisions of these permits, is a violation 
of state law and may result in the revocation or sanction of these permits, and criminal penalties.

6. Understands that this permit does not provide any authorization to circumvent any federal, state, local 
laws, or any other local zoning and ordinances, and that it is the applicant/permittee’s responsibility to 
know and comply with federal, state, and local laws.

7. Understands that any conviction for a violation of the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection 
Act or Wildlife Conservation Order, including a violation of a condition of this permit, shall result in the 
revocation of the permit upon action by the DNR.

8. Understands that the Application and Permit to Possess Wildlife for Rehabilitation form (PR 9129-1) is 
held by one primary permit holder for the facility or facilities named on the permit, and that additional 
people may work as approved subpermittees under the authority of this permit with an Application and 
Permit to Possess Wildlife for Rehabilitation Subpermittee Permit (PR 9129-2) approved by the DNR.

9. Understands that these permits authorize permitted activities anywhere in the state of Michigan, but not 
outside of the state of Michigan.

10. Understands that all permitted activities shall be for legitimate wildlife rehabilitation purposes.
11. Understands that these permits allow wildlife rehabilitation activities only for the wild animals listed on 

the permits.
12. Understands that animals captured under the authority of these permits may be released or euthanized 

only as provided by law.
13. Understand that animals rehabilitated under the authority of these permits that are deemed non-

releasable may need to be destroyed per Euthanasia of Animals in this circular.
14. Hereby releases, waives, discharges and covenants not to sue the State of Michigan, its departments, 

officers, employees and agents, from any and all liability to permittee, its officers, employees and 
agents, for all losses, injury, death or damage, and any claims or demands thereto, on account of injury
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to person or property, or resulting in death of permittee, its officers, employees or agents, in reference 
to the activities authorized by this permit.  

15. Hereby covenants and agrees to indemnify and save harmless, the State of Michigan, its departments,
officers, employees and agents, from any and all claims and demands, for all loss, injury, death or 
damage, that any person or entity may have or make, in any manner, arising out of any occurrence 
related to (1) issuance of this permit; (2) the activities authorized by this permit; and (3) the use or 
occupancy of the premises which are the subject of this permit by the permittee, its employees, 
contractors, or its authorized representatives.
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QUESTIONS? 
Permit Regulation or Application Questions? 
Contact:  Wildlife Division Permit Specialist, DNR, Wildlife Division, PO Box 30444, Lansing, MI  48909-7944, 
517-284-6210 or DNR-PermitSpecialist@michigan.gov.
Law Enforcement Questions  
Contact a DNR, Customer Service Center Below: 

Baraga Customer Service Center 
427 US-41 North 
Baraga, MI 49908 
906-353-6651

Bay City Customer Service Center 
3580 State Park Drive 
Bay City, MI 48706 
989-684-9141

Cadillac Customer Service Center 
8015 Mackinaw Trail 
Cadillac, MI 49601 
231-775-9727

Detroit Metro Customer Service Center 
1801 Atwater Street 
Detroit, MI 48207 
313-396-6890

Escanaba Customer Service Center 
6833 US-2, 41 & M-35 
Gladstone, MI 49837 
906-786-2351

Gaylord Customer Service Center 
1732 West M-32 
Gaylord, MI 49735 
989-732-3541

Lansing Customer Service Center 
4166 Legacy Pkwy 
Lansing, MI 48911 
517-284-4720

Marquette Customer Service Center 
1990 US-41 South 
Marquette, MI 49855 
906-228-6561

Newberry Customer Service Center 
5100 M-123 
Newberry MI 49868 
906-293-5131

Plainwell Customer Service Center 
621 North 10th Street 
Plainwell, MI 49080 
269-685-6851

Roscommon Customer Service Center
I-75 & M-18 South
8717 North Roscommon Road
Roscommon, MI 48653
989-275-5151

Sault Ste. Marie Customer Service Center 
P.O. Box 798 
4131 South M-129 
Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783 
906-635-5281

Traverse City Customer Service Center 
2122 South M-37 
Traverse City, MI 49685 
231-922-5280

mailto:DNR-PermitSpecialist@michigan.gov
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