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TO ALL CITIES, COUNTIES, AND VILLAGES

UPDATE TRANSITION FROM .
METRIC TO ENGLISH UNITS OF MEASUREMENT

Thank you for your cooperation 1n following the guidance provided in Paul Miller’s November 15,
2000, letter regarding the transition to English units of measurement Currently, the Michigan
Department of Transportation (MDOT) 1s letting i excess of 400 MDOT projects and over 350 local
agency projects annually The period of transition from a metric system to an English system with
the necessary changes 1n areas such as specifications, standards, pay 1tems, and automated systems
must be handled umformly and correctly to avoid errors, extra work, delays, and construction
difficulties and expenses

We understand that some local agencies are attempting to complete English designs contrary to our
previous direction, and some are directing their consultants to use*Enghish units of measurement

Please be aware that we are not accepting any metric/Enghish combination designs. Our system
will not efficiently and readily accommodate projects designed in English units for letting until
the end of 2001.

MDOT 1s investing considerable resources mto accomplishing this transiti6n as quickly as possible,
without compromising the quality of the transition Currently, a significant portion of an English
Draft Interim Specifications Book has been sent out to the construction industry for review It1s our
goal to have an English Intenim Specifications Book available for use in the fall of 2001 The
portions of the book which have been supplied to industry for review, as well as English Special
Details (draft English design standards), will soon be made available on MDOT’s web site for
beginning design of MDOT’s trunkline projects which have target letting dates after November 1,
2001 This 1s being done with the clear understanding that changes are likely to occur based on
industry review, and therefore, the design package may need revisions when the intenm book has
been finalized The draft documents may be found on the Internet at
www mdot state m1 us/specbook
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The Draft Intenim Specification Book, English Special Details, and English guides may be used for
local agency projects for which design must begin now, with letting dates after November 1,
2001, when the 2001 Interim Specification Book and standards are expected to have been
approved, published and distributed in their final version. Any designers who use these draft
documents do so at their own risk, and when the approved documents have been distributed,
must ensure that any changes to them are incorporated into the plans, specs, and estimates
prior to submuttal to MDOT for letting.
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Please note that designs which were started in metric may continue 1n metric at this time It 1s
anticipated that metric projects will continue to be accepted for a transition period over the next
couple of years It 1s expected, however, that designs beginning after October, 2001, will be 1n
English

We hope this information will assist you 1n designing your projects in a manner which both meets
your needs and complies with our guidelines for transition We appreciate your continuing
cooperation during this transition period and look forward to working with you on your projects

Director
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