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Governor Granholm Signs Budgets that Invest in 

Health Care, Public Safety and Education

LANSING – Governor Jennifer M. Granholm signed budgets today that invest in health care, public safety and education for Michigan citizens.  The Governor signed into law fiscal year 2007 appropriations bills for the Departments of Community Health, Corrections and Education.  


“Despite significant budgetary challenges, I have fought to ensure that our budget puts people first,” said Governor Granholm.  “I am proud to sign budgets that protect critical funding for health care, public safety and education.” 

Department of Community Health 


The Department of Community Health’s budget for the coming fiscal year totals $11.2 billion, $2.9 billion of which is general fund, which represents a significant commitment to the health of Michigan’s citizens.  


The budget includes $100 million to support Governor Granholm’s Michigan First Healthcare Plan that will provide access to affordable insurance coverage to Michigan citizens through a partnership with the health care industry and business community.  


“With this innovative health care initiative, we will be able to give thousands of Michigan families what they deserve – access to access to quality, affordable health care,” said Governor Granholm.  “I feel confidant that with this funding and our continued work with the federal government, we will make this critical program a reality.”

The budget also includes the Governor’s recommendation for $31.5 million to increase wages for home help workers who provide services that help aged and disabled individuals remain in their homes.  The new minimum wage for these workers will be $7 per hour.  Also 
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included is a two percent wage increase for direct care workers in mental health residential settings.   


Senate Bill 1083 also contains nearly $7.5 billion to support the Medicaid program, which provides health care for over 1.5 million low-income residents of Michigan.  In addition, the budget includes $2.7 billion to support mental health and substance abuse services and $550 million for other public health and aging programs.

Department of Corrections

Senate Bill 1084, the fiscal year 2007 appropriations bill for the Department of Corrections totals $1.94 billion, $1.86 billion of which is general fund.  

The budget provides over $12 million for prisoner reintegration programs like the Michigan Prisoner Reintegration Initiative that helps reduce crime by improving parolee success rates.  In addition, the bill provides $11.8 million to train up to 700 new corrections officers and adds $1.7 million to deploy and monitor up to 500 Global Positioning Satellite (GPS) tether units.  

“By investing in additional staff and state-of-the-art technology, our Corrections Department will have the tools they need to continue protecting Michigan citizens,” said Governor Granholm.  

Department of Education

The fiscal year 2007 budget for the Department of Education provides $90.7 million to improve student achievement and increase accountability as required by the federal No Child Left Behind Act.  In addition, this bill supports the administration of early intervention efforts for academically at-risk children, special education programs, professional preparation services and the Michigan Schools for the Deaf and Blind.     
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