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LEGAL PREPAREDNESS FOR PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCIES 

April 19-20, 2005

Michigan State University
Kellogg Conference Center

East Lansing, Michigan
AGENDA

Tuesday, April 19, 2005
7:30 a.m. - 8:30 a.m.


Registration and Continental Breakfast

8:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.


Welcoming Remarks
· Mike Cox, Michigan Attorney General, and Chair, National Association of Attorneys General Homeland Security Committee 
· Ed Thompson, MD, MPH Chief, Office of Public Health Practice, Office of the Director, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.


The Role of the Attorney General in Preparing For and 






Responding to Public Health Emergencies






This panel discussion will focus on the important role the 






Attorney General plays in developing each state's 






emergency management plan; including systematic 






assessment of existing emergency response laws assuring 






that each state agency understands its functional role and 






legal authority, developing inter-agency and 







inter-jurisdictional agreements, developing draft pleadings 





and executive orders, and mitigating exposure to liability.




Lead Panelist: Thurbert Baker, Georgia Attorney General,  


and Vice-Chair, National Association of Attorneys General 





Homeland Security Committee





Panelists: Glade A. Myler, Ass't Attorney General, Nevada





Judy Zeprun Kalman, Senior Ass't Attorney General, Mass.





Michael S. Vincent, Deputy Attorney General, Hawaii

10: a.m. – 12:00 p.m.


Emergency Management Law 101 

A primer on the source and limits of government power to respond to a public health emergency, an analysis of the basic provisions every state's emergency response laws should include, and an overview of the federal legal response scheme.



Lead Panelist:  Gene W. Matthews, Director, Institute of 


Public Health Law, and former General Counsel, 






Centers for Disease Control and Prevention






Panelists: Michael S.Vincent, Deputy Attorney General, Hawaii






Marla Graff Decker, Deputy Attorney General, Virginia
12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Lunch 






Key Note Speaker: Joe D. Whitley, General Counsel, 





Department of Homeland Security 

1:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.


Table Top Exercise – Legal Issues





This hands on, scripted exercise, will lay the foundation for






the workshop by raising major legal issues that will likely





confront the government attorney as well as spotlighting 





the typical actions state and local public health agencies 





take in responding to actual health emergencies and the key 




legal issues those actions raise.  The final phase of this 





session will be a highly interactive discussion of the 





highlighted legal issues and alternative approaches offices 





of attorneys general can consider to support effective





response with minimal legal complications.





Facilitators:  Ellen M. Gordon, Assoc. Director and Staff,  





Center for Homeland Defense and Security, Naval 






Postgraduate School, and 






Mr. Daniel D. Stier, Senior Attorney, Centers for Disease 





Control and Prevention





Dinner On Your Own
Wednesday, April 20, 2005

7:30 a.m. - 8:30 a.m.


Registration and Continental Breakfast
8:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.


The Courts: Critical Partners in Emergency Response
This session will outline the critical role state courts play in public health emergencies, how they interact with attorneys general offices and other government counsel during emergencies and steps offices of attorneys general can take to build bridges as part of states' comprehensive planning efforts for public health emergencies.
Lead Panelist:   Honorable Linda L. Chezem, Senior Judge (ret.), Indiana Court of Appeals, and Associate Professor, Purdue University
Panelists: Hon. Jane Craney, Judge
Hon. Wendy Baxter, Judge, Wayne County Circuit Court
Tobin Miller, Publications/Program Manager, Michigan Judicial Institute
9:30 a.m. – 11:15 a.m.


Legal Lessons Learned from 9/11 and Anthrax
This session will present a roadmap to the legal issues raised by the terrorist attacks of 9-11 and the subsequent anthrax attacks and a detailed analysis of the legal lessons learned by the government attorneys who dealt with those issues immediately following the attacks and in the ensuing period.


Lead Panelist:  Wilfredo Lopez, General Counsel, New 


York City Department of Health


Panelists: Gabriel Taussig, Chief, Administrative Law 


Division, New York City Law Department


Richard McNelis, Associate General Counsel, Florida 


Department of Health
11:15 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Ensuring that the Office of Attorney General is 






Operational During an Emergency

This session will present an overview of practical continuity of operation steps offices of attorneys general can take to ensure that they remain fully operational during a public health emergency, e.g., establishing alternate work sites, maintaining communications, and protecting employees.
Lead Panelist:  Tammy Little, Assistant Attorney General, Ohio, and Chair, Legal Counsel Committee, National Emergency Management Association

Panelist: Michael S. Vincent, Deputy Attorney General, Hawaii

Peter LaPorte, Senior Vice-President, Community Research Associates

12:00 p.m. – 12:45 p.m.

Lunch
12:45 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.


Conducting an Effective Emergency 





Legal Training Exercise 
This session will give workshop participants practical guidance in designing and conducting tabletop legal preparedness training exercises for the staff of attorneys general integrated into their state's comprehensive preparedness planning for public health emergencies.  The National Association of Attorneys General "Emergency Legal Exercise Manual" will be presented and discussed.  Sample topics to be covered will include: identifying essential tabletop exercise participants, developing practical objectives, selecting and preparing facilitators, incorporating state-specific materials to be used in the training, and effective evaluation techniques.
Lead Panelist: Robert Ianni, Assistant Attorney General, and Director of Homeland Security and Special Projects, Michigan
1

