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EMERGENCY TELEPHONE SERVICE COMMITTEE

CMRS SUBCOMMITTEE

September 14, 2004
10 a.m.

CONFERENCE CALL

MEMBERS
REPRESENTING

Lt. Col. Peter Munoz, Chair
Department of State Police

Mr. Hugh Crawford
Michigan Association of Counties

Chief Kay Hoffman
Michigan Association of Chiefs of Police

Mr. Paul Styler
Commercial Mobile Radio Service

Mr. Scott Temple
Commercial Mobile Radio Service

STAFF SUPPORT


Ms. Mary Jo Hovey
Department of State Police

Ms. Janet Hengesbach
Department of State Police

Ms. Harriet Miller-Brown
Department of State Police

I.
Review of Invoices
A.
Vouchers:
04-0052 - $38,301.47

04-0053 - $38,425.47

04-0059 - $40,107.47

Subcommittee members were provided with copies of the invoices.  Michigan State Police staff had previously removed all information identifying the CMRS supplier from the documents.

MSP staff have contacted Department of Treasury representatives and confirmed that this CMRS supplier has deposited sufficient funds into the CMRS fund to be eligible to receive reimbursement in the total recommended amount of $116,834.41.

A motion was made by Mr. Hugh Crawford for the CMRS Subcommittee to recommend to the ETSC to approve payment of Vouchers 04-0052, 04-0053, and 04-0059 in the total amount of $116,834.41.  Supported by Chief Kay Hoffman, the motion carried.

B.
Vouchers:
04-0045 - $58,315.93

04-0046 - $8,250.00

04-0050 - $64,581.79

04-0051 - $8,250.00

04-0056 - $104,801.99

04-0057 - $8,250.00

Subcommittee members were provided with copies of the invoices.  Michigan State Police staff had previously removed all information identifying the CMRS supplier from the documents.

MSP staff have contacted Department of Treasury representatives and confirmed that this CMRS supplier has deposited sufficient funds into the CMRS fund to be eligible to receive reimbursement in the total recommended amount of $252,449.71.

A motion was made by Chief Kay Hoffman for the CMRS Subcommittee to recommend to the ETSC to approve payment of Vouchers 04-0045, 04-0046, 04-0050, 04-0051, 04-0056, and 04-0057 in the total amount of $252,449.71.  Supported by Chief Kay Hoffman, the motion carried.
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UPDATE:  Following the CMRS Subcommittee Meeting, two additional invoices were received from this supplier as follows:

Vouchers:
04-0061 - $98,564.32



04-0062 - $8,250.00

Subcommittee members were e-mailed copies of these invoices and a majority vote was received by reply e-mail to Ms. Mary Jo Hovey to include Vouchers 04-0061 and 04-0062 in the total recommended amount to the ETSC for consideration of payment.

The new total to be recommended to the ETSC for payment to this supplier is $359,264.03.
C.
Vouchers:
04-0047 - $695.09

04-0048 - $9,732.82

Subcommittee members were provided with copies of the invoices.  Michigan State Police staff had previously removed all information identifying the CMRS supplier from the documents.

MSP staff have contacted Department of Treasury representatives and confirmed that this CMRS supplier has deposited sufficient funds into the CMRS fund to be eligible to receive reimbursement in the total recommended amount of $10,427.91.

A motion was made by Mr. Scott Temple for the CMRS Subcommittee to recommend to the ETSC to approve payment of Vouchers 04-0047 and 04-0048 in the total amount of $10,427.91.  Supported by Chief Kay Hoffman, the motion carried.

D.
Voucher 04-0054:  Subcommittee members were provided with a copy of the invoice.  Michigan State Police staff had previously removed all information identifying the CMRS supplier from the document.

MSP staff have contacted Department of Treasury representatives and confirmed that this CMRS supplier has deposited sufficient funds into the CMRS fund to be eligible to receive reimbursement in the recommended amount of $775,569.78.

A motion was made by Chief Kay Hoffman for the CMRS Subcommittee to recommend to the ETSC to approve payment of Voucher 04-0054 in the total amount of $775,569.78.  Supported by Mr. Hugh Crawford, the motion carried.

E.
Voucher 04-0055:  Subcommittee members were provided with a copy of the invoice.  Michigan State Police staff had previously removed all information identifying the CMRS supplier from the document.

MSP staff have contacted Department of Treasury representatives and confirmed that this CMRS supplier has deposited $10,787.92 into the CMRS fund.  The total amount of the invoice is $26,000.00.

A motion was made by Mr. Scott Temple for the CMRS Subcommittee to recommend to the ETSC to approve payment of Voucher 04-0055 at 125 percent of available funds, totaling $13,484.90.  Supported by Chief Kay Hoffman, the motion carried.
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F.
Vouchers:
04-0043 - $3,943.23

04-0049 - $3,943.23

Subcommittee members were provided with copies of the invoices.  Michigan State Police staff had previously removed all information identifying the CMRS supplier from the documents.

MSP staff have contacted Department of Treasury representatives and confirmed that this CMRS supplier has deposited sufficient funds into the CMRS fund to be eligible to receive reimbursement in the total recommended amount of $7,886.46.

A motion was made by Mr. Hugh Crawford for the CMRS Subcommittee to recommend to the ETSC to approve payment of Vouchers 04-0043 and 04-0049 in the total amount of $7,886.46.  Supported by Mr. Paul Styler, the motion carried.

G.
Voucher 04-0044:  Subcommittee members were provided with a copy of the invoice.  Michigan State Police staff had previously removed all information identifying the CMRS supplier from the document.

MSP staff have contacted Department of Treasury representatives and confirmed that this CMRS supplier has deposited sufficient funds into the CMRS fund to be eligible to receive reimbursement in the total recommended amount of $71,337.89.

A motion was made by Chief Kay Hoffman for the CMRS Subcommittee to recommend to the ETSC to approve payment of Voucher 04-0044 in the total amount of $71,337.89.  Supported by Mr. Scott Temple, the motion carried.

Voucher 04-0058:  Subcommittee members were provided with a copy of the invoice.  Michigan State Police staff had previously removed all information identifying the CMRS supplier from the document.

MSP staff have contacted Department of Treasury representatives and confirmed that this CMRS supplier has deposited sufficient funds into the CMRS fund to be eligible to receive reimbursement in the total recommended amount of $74,577.65.

A motion was made by Mr. Scott Temple for the CMRS Subcommittee to recommend to the ETSC to approve payment of Voucher 04-0058 in the total amount of $74,577.65.  Supported by Chief Kay Hoffman, the motion carried.

Voucher 03-0078:  Subcommittee members were provided with a copy of the invoice in the amount of $7,871,395.00.  The invoice had been previously submitted for consideration and denied by the ETSC pending clarification of two issues:  (1) an explanation of the charges for “GPS chipsets” and (2) estimated expenses.

Correspondence from the supplier clarifying these issues was shared with the subcommittee members.  After a lengthy discussion, the subcommittee felt that additional questions need to be posed to the supplier to assist in clearing up some issues.  Among those issues is the actual documentation of the number of subscribers and how the $7.00 fee for the chipsets was established (what the fee covers).  

Many wireless customers have outdated telephones that they do not want to turn in for a newer model.  The newer model telephones automatically contain the chipset device and the manufacturer covers the charge for it.  Concern was also expressed that reimbursement may be made for a function on a wireless telephone that might not be useable in some geographic areas.
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The subcommittee is in agreement that suppliers need to take the necessary steps to make wireless telephones compliant and, as such, reimbursed for this expense.  A standard policy on this type of reimbursement needs to be established by defining the parameters of what expenses will and will not be approved, as there is a high probability this type of expense will be remitted again.

The subcommittee will hold a conference call on September 17, 2004, at 9 a.m. to discuss the additional information that is needed from this supplier before a recommendation on this invoice can be made to the ETSC.  Mr. Temple offered to speak with the supplier if they are inclined to do so.  Every attempt will be made by the subcommittee to move this invoice forward as quickly as possible.

H.
Vouchers 04-0060:  Subcommittee members were provided with a copy of the invoice.  Michigan State Police staff had previously removed all information identifying the CMRS supplier from the document.

MSP staff have contacted Department of Treasury representatives and confirmed that this CMRS supplier has deposited sufficient funds into the CMRS fund to be eligible to receive reimbursement in the total recommended amount of $125,343.00.

A motion was made by Chief Kay Hoffman for the CMRS Subcommittee to recommend to the ETSC to approve payment of Voucher 04-0060 in the total amount of $125,343.00.  Supported by Mr. Paul Styler, the motion carried.

II.
Notification by Companies Regarding CMRS Fund

At the June 15, 2004, ETSC Meeting a question arose regarding the responsibility of any new wireless companies to notify the ETSC regarding their intention with the CMRS fund (opting in or out of the fund).  The ETSC directed the CMRS Subcommittee to inquire with the Attorney General’s Office for an opinion.

The Mr. Michael Orris, Assistant Attorney General, provided the subcommittee with an opinion on this issue.  In short, the opinion states that it would seem reasonable for the ETSC to interpret this provision that new companies would notify the ETSC as soon as they enter the market whether they intend to seek reimbursement from the CMRS fund.

This opinion will be shared with the ETSC at the September 21, 2004, meeting.  This may be a good issue to consider including in future rewrites of the legislation.

III. Adjourn

A motion was made by Mr. Hugh Crawford to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Chief Kay Hoffman, the motion carried and the meeting adjourned at 11:30 a.m.

Approved:

_________________________________________

Lt. Col. Peter C. Munoz, Chair
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