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When Mike Cox was sworn into office on January 1, 2003, he was committed to better protecting the people of Michigan by reforming and reinvigorating the Attorney General’s Office. 

Seeking to turn his tenure as Attorney General into a victory for all of Michigan, Cox focused on protecting Michigan’s most vulnerable – namely, its children and senior citizens.

In previous administrations, the Attorney General’s role in Michigan had been defined as a people’s champion, especially where consumer protection was involved. Cox wanted to expand the office to function also as the people’s protector. Committed to doing more with fewer resources, Cox worked to expand the scope of his office at the same time the state government experienced its worst budget crisis since 1990. And he has succeeded.  

Working for Michigan’s Consumers
Cox has proven himself as a passionate consumer advocate, focusing on the problems of today for Michigan’s men and women. 

Identity theft is one of the fastest growing crimes in America; and in Michigan, Cox is doing something about it. In November 2003, Cox launched, “It’s MI Identity,” a first-of-its-kind program in the nation, that will target identity theft among adult care facility residents.

His extensive work on behalf of consumers has not gone unnoticed:  In 2003, Cox’s Consumer Protection Division returned an all-time record $326.6 million to the state’s treasury. The division also returned a record amount of cash refunds and credits directly to consumers – $1.66 million worth. No other Michigan Attorney General has returned more money to consumers or produced such results for consumers.
Fighting for Michigan’s Children

Cox pioneered the creation of a Child Support Division – the first ever in a state Attorney General’s office. The Division was charged with collecting some of the more than $7 billion in unpaid support owed to Michigan’s children.

For his work, Cox has received national recognition.

According to Gerri Johnson, President of the Association for Children for Enforcement of Support, the nation’s largest child support advocacy group, “Mike Cox is a leader in the nation among attorneys general, tracking down law breakers who have abandoned their children. He’s taking some of the first real action across the country, treating non-support as a serious crime, a crime that causes poverty amongst children.”

Keeping Michigan Safe

Bearing in mind the lessons he learned as a county prosecutor, Cox formed the Office of Special Investigation (OSI). He hired an elite staff of criminal prosecutors who, between them, have prosecuted thousands of criminal cases. The OSI has led several high-profile investigations into public corruption and “cold case” murders. One such murder case was 18 years old, and the suspects were convicted on two counts each of 1st-degree murder.

Cox’s Criminal Justice Bureau is also coordinating new efforts to protect Michigan. One ensures that Michigan prisoners who discharge from prison on their maximum sentence – those too dangerous to be paroled – register as sex offenders. A second coordinates investigators and attorneys in the creation of a cyber-dragnet for those who seek to sexually exploit children.

As the Macomb Daily proclaims, “There's no doubt the attorney general has his priorities in order.”

Mike Cox: Michigan’s Attorney General

Born in 1961, Cox entered the Marines after graduation from Catholic Central High School in Detroit and went on to graduate from the University of Michigan Law School in 1989. After graduation, Cox went to work with the Oakland County Prosecutor’s Office. A year later, he went to work for the Wayne County Prosecutor's Office in Detroit. In Wayne County, Cox prosecuted organized crime cases, ranging from public corruption to drug and gang-related homicides. He tried more than 125 jury trials, in addition to hundreds of bench trials, with a conviction rate in excess of 90 percent.

In 2000, Cox was appointed the Director of the Wayne County Prosecutor's Homicide Unit, which prosecuted approximately two-thirds of all homicides in Michigan.


He and his wife, Laura, a former federal agent, have four children.
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