

ƉƉůǇŝŶŐĨŽƌĂůŝĐĞŶƐĞŽƌ/͍ zŽƵǁŝůůŶĞĞĚƚŚĞĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐůŝƐƚĞĚďĞůŽǁ͘
dŽĞŶƐƵƌĞǇŽƵƌĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶƉƌŽĐĞƐƐŝƐĂƐƐŵŽŽƚŚĂƐƉŽƐƐŝďůĞ͕ƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌ͗
Double-check that you have all the correct
9
ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚĂƟŽŶďĞĨŽƌĞǀŝƐŝƟŶŐĂ^ĞĐƌĞƚĂƌǇŽĨ
^ƚĂƚĞŽĸĐĞ͘/ĨǇŽƵŚĂǀĞĂŶǇƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐĂďŽƵƚ
ǁŚĂƚŝƐƌĞƋƵŝƌĞĚ͕ƉůĞĂƐĞǀŝƐŝƚƚŚĞ^ĞĐƌĞƚĂƌǇ
ŽĨ^ƚĂƚĞǁĞďƐŝƚĞĂƚǁǁǁ͘DŝĐŚŝŐĂŶ͘ŐŽǀͬƐŽƐ
ŽƌĐĂůůƚŚĞĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚŽĨ^ƚĂƚĞ/ŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ
ĞŶƚĞƌĂƚϴϴϴͲ^K^ͲD/,;ϳϲϳͲϲϰϮϰͿ͘

1

zŽƵƌ^ŽĐŝĂů^ĞĐƵƌŝƚǇŶƵŵďĞƌ
ŽƌůĞƩĞƌŽĨŝŶĞůŝŐŝďŝůŝƚǇ

WƌĞƐĞŶƚONEŽĨƚŚĞĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐƚŽĚĞŵŽŶƐƚƌĂƚĞ
ĂǀĂůŝĚ^ŽĐŝĂů^ĞĐƵƌŝƚǇŶƵŵďĞƌŽƌŝŶĞůŝŐŝďŝůŝƚǇ͘
 ^ŽĐŝĂů^ĞĐƵƌŝƚǇĐĂƌĚ
 tͲϮ&Žƌŵ
 ^^ϭϬϵϵĨŽƌŵŽƌŶŽŶͲ^^ϭϬϵϵĨŽƌŵ
  WĂǇƐƚƵďĐŽŶƚĂŝŶŝŶŐǇŽƵƌŶĂŵĞĂŶĚ^ŽĐŝĂů

^ĞĐƵƌŝƚǇŶƵŵďĞƌ͘
SSA-L676 letter of ineligibility from the
Social Security Administration. Must be
presented with USCIS documents that
show non-work authorized status. Letters
more than 60 days old will not be accepted.

9 ƐĞĐŽŶĚĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚĨƌŽŵŐƌŽƵƉηϮŵĂǇĂůƐŽ
ďĞĂĐĐĞƉƚĞĚĂƐƉƌŽŽĨŽĨŝĚĞŶƟƚǇ͘

zŽƵƌĨŝƌƐƚĂŶĚůĂƐƚŶĂŵĞĂŶĚĚĂƚĞŽĨďŝƌƚŚ
9
ŽŶǇŽƵƌůĞŐĂůƉƌĞƐĞŶĐĞĂŶĚŝĚĞŶƚŝƚǇĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ
ƐŚŽƵůĚŵĂƚĐŚ͘/ĨǇŽƵƌĐƵƌƌĞŶƚůĞŐĂůŶĂŵĞŝƐ

ĚŝĨĨĞƌĞŶƚĨƌŽŵƚŚĞŶĂŵĞŽŶǇŽƵƌďŝƌƚŚĐĞƌƚŝĨŝĐĂƚĞ
ĞĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚ͕ǇŽƵŵƵƐƚƐŚŽǁůĞŐĂů
ŽƌůĞŐĂůƉƌĞƐĞŶĐ

ƉƌŽŽĨŽĨƚŚĞŶĂŵĞĐŚĂŶŐĞ͕ƐƵĐŚĂƐĂŶŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů
ŵĂƌƌŝĂŐĞĐĞƌƚŝĨŝĐĂƚĞ͕ĚŝǀŽƌĐĞĚĞĐƌĞĞŽƌĐŽƵƌƚ
ŽƌĚĞƌ͘

&ŽƌĞŝŐŶĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐŵƵƐƚďĞƚƌĂŶƐůĂƚĞĚ͘
9
 ŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐŵƵƐƚďĞŽƌŝŐŝŶĂůƐŽƌĐŽƉŝĞƐ
9
 ĐĞƌƟĮĞĚǁŝƚŚĂƌĂŝƐĞĚƐĞĂůŽƌƐƚĂŵƉ͘&ĂǆĞĚ
ŽƌƉŚŽƚŽĐŽƉŝĞĚĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐǁŝůůEKdďĞ
ĂĐĐĞƉƚĞĚ͘


2

3

>ĞŐĂůƉƌĞƐĞŶĐĞ

/ĚĞŶƟƚǇǀĞƌŝĮĐĂƚŝŽŶ

9&ŽƌĞŝŐŶĚƌŝǀĞƌ͛ƐůŝĐĞŶƐĞƐĂƌĞƉƌŽŽĨŽĨĚƌŝǀŝŶŐ
ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞŽŶůǇ͘ŶŐůŝƐŚƚƌĂŶƐůĂƟŽŶƐŵƵƐƚďĞ
ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĚŝĨǇŽƵĚŽŶŽƚŚĂǀĞĂŶ/ŶƚĞƌŶĂƟŽŶĂů
ƌŝǀŝŶŐWĞƌŵŝƚ͘
ŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐĂƌĞƐƵďũĞĐƚƚŽĚĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚĂů
9
ƌĞǀŝĞǁĂŶĚŵĂǇƌĞƋƵŝƌĞŵŽƌĞƚŚĂŶŽŶĞĚĂǇ
ĨŽƌĂƉƉƌŽǀĂůƐ͘ĚĚŝƟŽŶĂůŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶŵĂǇďĞ
ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞĚ͘dŚĞĚĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚŵĂǇƌĞƚĂŝŶŝŵĂŐĞƐ
ŽƌĐŽƉŝĞƐŽĨĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĞĚ͘

4

WƌŽŽĨŽĨDŝĐŚŝŐĂŶƌĞƐŝĚĞŶĐǇ

WƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƚůĞĂƐƚdtKĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐǁŝƚŚǇŽƵƌ
WƌĞƐĞŶƚŽƌŝŐŝŶĂůĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐƚŽĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚŝĚĞŶƟƚǇ͘
WƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƚůĞĂƐƚONEŽĨĂŶǇŽĨƚŚĞĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ
ŶĂŵĞĂŶĚDŝĐŚŝŐĂŶƌĞƐŝĚĞŶĐĞĂĚĚƌĞƐƐ͘
DKZd,EKEĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚŵĂǇďĞƌĞƋƵŝƌĞĚ͘
Ĩƌ
ŽŵƚŚŝƐĐŽůƵŵŶ͘
 sĂůŝĚ͕ƵŶĞǆƉŝƌĞĚh͘^͘ƉĂƐƐƉŽƌƚŽƌƉĂƐƐƉŽƌƚĐĂƌĚ͘  KƵƚͲŽĨͲƐƚĂƚĞ͕h͘^͘ƚĞƌƌŝƚŽƌŝĞƐ͕ŽƌĂŶĂĚŝĂŶĚƌŝǀĞƌ͛Ɛ  hƟůŝƚǇďŝůůŽƌĐƌĞĚŝƚĐĂƌĚďŝůůŝƐƐƵĞĚǁŝƚŚŝŶƚŚĞůĂƐƚ
 ůŝĐĞŶƐĞŽƌ/ĐĂƌĚ͘;>ŝĐĞŶƐĞƐŽƌ/ĐĂƌĚƐĞǆƉŝƌĞĚĨŽƌ ϵϬĚĂǇƐ͘;ůĞĐƚƌŽŶŝĐĐŽƉŝĞƐĂƌĞĂĐĐĞƉƚĂďůĞ͘Ϳ
 ĞƌƟĮĞĚďŝƌƚŚĐĞƌƟĮĐĂƚĞǁŝƚŚƐƚĂŵƉŽƌƌĂŝƐĞĚ
ůĞƐƐƚŚĂŶĨŽƵƌǇĞĂƌƐǁŝůůďĞĂĐĐĞƉƚĞĚ͘Ϳ
 ĐĐŽƵŶƚƐƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚĨƌŽŵĂďĂŶŬŽƌŽƚŚĞƌ
ƐĞĂůŝƐƐƵĞĚďǇĂŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚƵŶŝƚŽĨƚŚĞh͘^͘Žƌ  DĂƌƌŝĂŐĞůŝĐĞŶƐĞŝƐƐƵĞĚŝŶƚŚĞh͘^͘
ĮŶĂŶĐŝĂůŝŶƐƟƚƵƟŽŶŝƐƐƵĞĚǁŝƚŚŝŶƚŚĞůĂƐƚϵϬ
h͘^͘ƚĞƌƌŝƚŽƌǇŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚŽĸĐĞ.

 ŝǀŽƌĐĞĚĞĐƌĞĞŝƐƐƵĞĚŝŶƚŚĞh͘^͘
ĚĂǇƐ͘;ůĞĐƚƌŽŶŝĐĐŽƉŝĞƐĂƌĞĂĐĐĞƉƚĂďůĞ͘Ϳ
NOTE: Puerto Rico birth certificates can only
 h͘^͘ĐŽƵƌƚŽƌĚĞƌĨŽƌĂŶĂŵĞĐŚĂŶŐĞ͘
be accepted if issued on or after July 1, 2010.
 ŵƉůŽǇĞĞƉŚŽƚŽ/ŝƐƐƵĞĚďǇĂĨĞĚĞƌĂůŽƌ
 DŝĐŚŝŐĂŶŚŝŐŚƐĐŚŽŽů͕ĐŽůůĞŐĞŽƌƵŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇƌĞƉŽƌƚ
ĐĂƌĚƐŽƌƚƌĂŶƐĐƌŝƉƚƐ͘
DŝĐŚŝŐĂŶŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚĂŐĞŶĐǇ͘
 ŶŚĂŶĐĞĚDŝĐŚŝŐĂŶƌŝǀĞƌ͛Ɛ>ŝĐĞŶƐĞŽƌ/ĐĂƌĚ͘
 h͘^͘ƵƐƚŽŵƐĂŶĚŽƌĚĞƌWƌŽƚĞĐƟŽŶdƌƵƐƚĞĚ
 DŽƌƚŐĂŐĞ͕ůĞĂƐĞŽƌƌĞŶƚĂůĂŐƌĞĞŵĞŶƚ͘;>ĞĂƐĞĂŶĚ
 ŽŶƐƵůĂƌZĞƉŽƌƚŽĨŝƌƚŚďƌŽĂĚŝƐƐƵĞĚďǇƚŚĞ
dƌĂǀĞůĞƌĂƌĚ;'ůŽďĂůŶƚƌǇ͕^EdZ/ŽƌEyh^Ϳ͘
ƌĞŶƚĂůĂŐƌĞĞŵĞŶƚƐŵƵƐƚŝŶĐůƵĚĞƚŚĞůĂŶĚůŽƌĚ͛Ɛ
h͘^͘ĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚŽĨ^ƚĂƚĞ;&^ͲϮϰϬ͕^ͲϭϯϱϬŽƌ  h͘^͘ŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇ/ĐĂƌĚǁŝƚŚƉŚŽƚŽ;ͲϮ͕ͲϭϭϳϯŽƌ ƚĞůĞƉŚŽŶĞŶƵŵďĞƌ͘Ϳ
&^ͲϱϰϱͿ͘
ĐĂƌĚͿ͘

 h͘^͘ŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇĚŝƐĐŚĂƌŐĞŽƌƐĞƉĂƌĂƟŽŶĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ͕  WĂǇƐƚƵďŽƌĞĂƌŶŝŶŐƐƐƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚŝƐƐƵĞĚǁŝƚŚƚŚĞ
ŶĂŵĞĂŶĚĂĚĚƌĞƐƐŽĨƚŚĞĞŵƉůŽǇĞĞ͘
dŚĞĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐĂƌĞƐƵďũĞĐƚƚŽǀĞƌŝĨŝĐĂƚŝŽŶ

ƐƵĐŚĂƐĂͲϮϭϰ͘
ƵƐŝŶŐƚŚĞ^ǇƐƚĞŵĂƚŝĐůŝĞŶsĞƌŝĨŝĐĂƚŝŽŶĨŽƌŶƚŝƚůĞŵĞŶƚƐ  dƌŝďĂůƉŚŽƚŽ/ĐĂƌĚĨƌŽŵĂĨĞĚĞƌĂůůǇƌĞĐŽŐŶŝǌĞĚ

^ǇƐƚĞŵ;^sͿ͘ƉƉƌŽǀĂůŵĂǇƚĂŬĞůŽŶŐĞƌƚŚĂŶŽŶĞĚĂǇ͘

 >ŝĨĞ͕ŚĞĂůƚŚ͕ĂƵƚŽŽƌŚŽŵĞŝŶƐƵƌĂŶĐĞƉŽůŝĐǇ͘
EĂƟǀĞŵĞƌŝĐĂŶƚƌŝďĞ͘
 DŝĐŚŝŐĂŶĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚŽĨŽƌƌĞĐƟŽŶƐƉƌŝƐŽŶĞƌ/  &ĞĚĞƌĂů͕ƐƚĂƚĞŽƌůŽĐĂůŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ͕

ƐƵĐŚĂƐƌĞĐĞŝƉƚƐ͕ůŝĐĞŶƐĞƐŽƌĂƐƐĞƐƐŵĞŶƚƐ͘
ĐĂƌĚ͘;dŚŝƐĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƌĞƋƵŝƌĞƐǀĞƌŝĮĐĂƟŽŶ͕ǁŚŝĐŚ
Note:
 Valid, unexpired Permanent Resident
ŵĂǇƚĂŬĞŵŽƌĞƚŚĂŶŽŶĞĚĂǇ͘Ϳ
Card (I-551).
If you are unable to provide one of the above
 DŝĐŚŝŐĂŶƟƚůĞĂŶĚƌĞŐŝƐƚƌĂƟŽŶ͘;dŚĞƌĞŐŝƐƚƌĂƟŽŶ
 DŝĐŚŝŐĂŶĚƌŝǀĞƌĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶĐĞƌƟĮĐĂƚĞ͘;&Žƌ

ŵƵƐƚƐŚŽǁĐƵƌƌĞŶƚƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƟĂůĂĚĚƌĞƐƐ͘Ϳ
documents as proof of your Social Security
ĂƉƉůŝĐĂŶƚƐĂŐĞϭϴĂŶĚǇŽƵŶŐĞƌ͘Ϳ
 ĞƌƟĮĐĂƚĞŽĨŝƟǌĞŶƐŚŝƉ;EͲϱϲϬŽƌEͲϱϲϭͿ͘


'ŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚͲŝƐƐƵĞĚĂĚŽƉƟŽŶƌĞĐŽƌĚ͘
number, other documents that show your Social

KƚŚĞƌĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐĐŽŶƚĂŝŶŝŶŐǇŽƵƌŶĂŵĞĂŶĚ
 ĂĚĚƌĞƐƐŵĂǇďĞĂĐĐĞƉƚĞĚǁŝƚŚŵĂŶĂŐĞƌ
 ĞƌƟĮĐĂƚĞŽĨEĂƚƵƌĂůŝǌĂƟŽŶ;EͲϱϱϬ͕EͲϱϳϬŽƌ  h͘^͘ƐĐŚŽŽůƌĞĐŽƌĚƐ;^ĐŚŽŽů/ĐĂƌĚƐǁŝƚŚŶĂŵĞ
Security number may be presented but require
EͲϱϳϴͿ͘
ĂŶĚƉŚŽƚŽ͕ĚŝƉůŽŵĂƐ͕ƚƌĂŶƐĐƌŝƉƚƐ͕ǇĞĂƌďŽŽŬƐ͕Žƌ  ĂƉƉƌŽǀĂů͘

review by the branch manager. Social Security

ƌĞĐŽƌĚŽĨĂƩĞŶĚĂŶĐĞͿ͘
sĂůŝĚ͕ƵŶĞǆƉŝƌĞĚĨŽƌĞŝŐŶƉĂƐƐƉŽƌƚĂŶĚh͘^͘ǀŝƐĂ
EŽƚĞ͗DŝĐŚŝŐĂŶW͘K͘ďŽǆĞƐŶŽƚĂŶĂĐĐĞƉƚĂďůĞ
number information will be verified. You may be

/ĨƚŚĞĂƉƉůŝĐĂŶƚŝƐďĞůŽǁĂŐĞϭϴĂŶĚĚŽĞƐŶŽƚŚĂǀĞ
ǁŝƚŚĞŶƚƌǇƐƚĂŵƉŽƌ/ͲϵϰĨŽƌŵ͘
ƌĞƐŝĚĞŶĐĞĂĚĚƌĞƐƐ͘

ŽŶĞŽĨƚŚĞĂďŽǀĞǁŝƚŚƚŚĞŵ͕ĂƉĂƌĞŶƚŽƌŐƵĂƌĚŝĂŶ
required to correct your information with the
Ŷ
ϭĂŶĚϮǀŝƐĂƐĂƌĞŶŽƚĂĐĐĞƉƚĞĚ͘
ŵĂǇƉƌĞƐĞŶƚƚŚĞŝƌĚƌŝǀĞƌ͛ƐůŝĐĞŶƐĞŽƌ/ĂŶĚƐŝŐŶ
Ŷ
tĂŶĚtdǀŝƐĂƐƚĂŵƉƐĂƌĞŶŽƚ
Social Security Administration before your
ĨŽƌƚŚĞƚĞĞŶ͘
ŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐŶĞĞĚĞĚ͗
ĂĐĐĞƉƚĞĚ͘
driver's license or ID card application can

dŚĞŝĚĞŶƟƚǇƌĞƋƵŝƌĞŵĞŶƚŵĂǇĂůƐŽďĞŵĞƚŝĨƚǁŽ
Ŷ
&ͲǀŝƐĂŚŽůĚĞƌƐŵƵƐƚƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂŶ/ͲϮϬĨŽƌŵ͘
1.

ŽĨƚŚĞĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐĂƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĞĚ͗ĨŽƌĞŝŐŶ
be processed.
Ŷ
:ͲǀŝƐĂŚŽůĚĞƌƐŵƵƐƚƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂ^ͲϮϬϭϵĨŽƌŵ͘
ƉĂƐƐƉŽƌƚ͕/Ͳϵϰ͕ŵƉůŽǇŵĞŶƚƵƚŚŽƌŝǌĂƟŽŶĂƌĚ͕
2.
ZĞĨƵŐĞĞdƌĂǀĞůŽĐƵŵĞŶƚ/ͲϱϳϭŽƌ/ŵŵŝŐƌĂŶƚǀŝƐĂ͘
 Valid, unexpired Employment Authorization
3.
 
ǀĂůŝĚ͕ƵŶĞǆƉŝƌĞĚh͘^͘ƉĂƐƐƉŽƌƚŽƌƉĂƐƐƉŽƌƚ
Card (I-766) presented with foreign passport
ĐĂƌĚĐĂŶƐĞƌǀĞĂƐďŽƚŚƉƌŽŽĨŽĨůĞŐĂůƉƌĞƐĞŶĐĞ
4.
and entry stamp.
ĂŶĚŝĚĞŶƟƚǇ͘
5.
EŽƚĞ͗/ĨǇŽƵĚŽŶŽƚŚĂǀĞĂŶǇŽĨƚŚĞĂďŽǀĞĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ EŽƚĞ͗ /ĨŶŽŶĞŽĨƚŚĞĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐůŝƐƚĞĚĂďŽǀĞĂƌĞ

ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ͕ŽƚŚĞƌŝĚĞŶƟƚǇĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐŵĂǇďĞ
ŽƚŚĞƌ
h^/^ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐŵĂǇďĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĞĚďƵƚƌĞƋƵŝƌĞ
ĂĐĐĞƉƚĞĚ͘dŚĞƐĞĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐƌĞƋƵŝƌĞǀĞƌŝĮĐĂƟŽŶ͕
ǀĞƌŝĨŝĐĂƚŝŽŶ͕ǁŚŝĐŚŵĂǇƚĂŬĞŵŽƌĞƚŚĂŶŽŶĞĚĂǇ͘
^K^ͲϰϮϴ;03ͬϭ8Ϳ
ǁŚŝĐŚŵĂǇƚĂŬĞŵŽƌĞƚŚĂŶŽŶĞĚĂǇ͘

ǁǁǁ͘DŝĐŚŝŐĂŶ͘ŐŽǀͬƐŽƐ

Special Note about Delayed Foreign Birth Certificates
Delayed foreign birth certificates are issued by the State of Michigan to children who were born
overseas and then adopted by United States (U.S.) citizen parents who live in Michigan. The
children usually enter the U.S. on an IR-3 or IR-4 immigrant visa.
After the adoption is finalized, a Michigan probate judge orders the Michigan Vital Records
Office to issue the parents the delayed foreign birth certificate. The adoption order usually
changes the name to the adopted parent’s name. The delayed foreign birth certificate is not
proof of citizenship as it was ordered by a Michigan court for a person who was not born in
the United States.
As a state, Michigan cannot adjudicate citizenship; only the federal government has that
authority. The Michigan Vital Records Agency’s position is that a delayed foreign birth
certificate provides a statement of the birth facts and evidence of the child’s adopted name and
parentage, not his or her citizenship.
The U.S. Child Citizenship Act of 2000 grants the children derived citizenship as long as they
were adopted under age 18; however a subsequent federal law and Michigan law (MCL 28.291
and 257.307) requires all applicants for driver’s license or ID to provide evidence of their legal
presence or citizenship in the U.S.
Original license and ID applicants presenting a Delayed Foreign Birth Certificate issued by
a U.S. state also need to provide:




Social Security Card
Record of Adoption
2 Residency Documents (parent’s driver’s license or ID with same address provides one
document)
 Document providing evidence of U.S. Citizenship:
 U.S. passport or passport card (valid or expired)
 Certificate of Citizenship
 Certificate of Naturalization
OR
 Document providing evidence of legal presence:
 Foreign passport with an IR-3 or IR-4 Immigrant Visa
 Permanent Resident Card
(Documents presented are subject to verification using the Systematic Alien Verification for
Entitlements System and the US Passport Verification System.)
For information on obtaining a U.S. Passport:
http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/english/passports.html
(The U.S. Department of State Passport Office in Detroit does not accept a foreign delayed birth
certificate as proof of U.S. citizenship.)
For information on obtaining a U.S. Certificate of Citizenship or Naturalization:
http://www.uscis.gov/us-citizenship
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Michigan Department of State Supplemental Identity Documents
(Original Driver License or Personal Identification Card)

Little Identifying Facts and Evidence
Documents
Life circumstances may affect some individuals leaving them unable to provide the
required identification documents to obtain a driver’s license or state identification card.
Examples of life circumstances include:


Home-schooled



Elderly



People with disabilities



Long-term residents of a residential facility (group home, foster care, etc.)

This list is not all-inclusive list, but describes life circumstances that can impact an
individual’s ability to meet the Michigan Secretary of State’s identity document
requirements to obtain a driver license or identification card.
In these situations, different types of documents can be used to fulfill the identity
requirement. They are considered “life documents” and may include a church directory,
test records from an outside source, awards or recognition from church or community
groups, or a newspaper article.
It’s all about the Little Identifying Facts and Evidence. We hope the following will give
you a better understanding of what is meant by “life documents”.
NOTE: These documents are subject to department review and approval, which may
take more than one day.
It’s all about the Little Identifying Facts and Evidence. We hope the following will give
you a better understanding of what is meant by “life documents”.
Little – The department’s list of acceptable identity documents covers the verifiable,
legal and photo documents. Now think smaller. Think insurance, tax records, medical
records, immunization records, and employment records for example.
Identifying – Items that demonstrate you have a long-term established identity in the
name requested. For example, an old vehicle registration from two years ago is more
convincing than a brand new movie rental card or check cashing card.
Facts – Documents containing facts that support information shown on other documents
presented. Documents with a lot of personal data are best.
Evidence – Proof. Whenever possible, provide documents obtained by contacting
schools, states, employers and other agencies. Any time you can submit documents
that provide a means to contact the issuing agency; the easier it is to accept the
document through an exception request.
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School records can be obtained by most individuals to meet our identity document
requirements. Some important points that apply to Michigan may also be true in other
states:
 Basic identifying information (student’s legal name, sex, date of birth, names of
parents or legal guardians) must be kept for 99 years. Other states may have
different document retention periods.
 If the school you attended is closed you should then contact the intermediate
school district for your records.
 School records are kept at the appropriate school level. For example,
elementary and middle school records are not kept at the high school.
 Records are not called transcripts until the high school level. Request an
attendance record when contacting a elementary school or middle school.
 Special education records are kept at the intermediate school district.
 Michigan Educational Assessment Program (MEAP) records are maintained by
the Department of Education.
 General Educational Development certificates (GED) are not considered school
records. These certificates are issued by the Department of Licensing and
Regulatory Affairs.
Home-schooled individuals may have school records available if they:
 Participated in band, drama, art, physical education, music, computer, advanced
placement courses, or a driver education program at a public school.
 Have taken a test such as the MEAP, ACT, or SAT.
 Were voluntarily registered by their parents with the Michigan Department of
Education.
Special-needs individuals (mentally or physically challenged) may have school
records available through their local school district. One or more of the following
documents may be available through their local intermediate school district:
 Individualized Education Plan (IEP) – outlines goals and expectations set for a
school year
 Transition Plan (for individuals aged 13 through 26) – sets goals and life path
expectations (academics, trades, life skills, etc.)
 Individual Centering Plan – individuals out of school but still eligible to receive
services
2
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In addition, one or more of the following documents may be available through a state or
community agency:
 Letter or notice from your local Department of Health and Human Services office
for individuals age 26 or older receiving services
 Supplemental Security Income (SSI) documents from the Social Security
Administration for individuals age 18 or older receiving benefits
 Guardianship documents obtained through the court system
 Bridge (food assistance) and mihealth (Medicaid) cards or award notices from
the Department of Health and Human Services for individuals receiving benefits
An example of an exception request containing life documents:
An 18-year-old applicant for a Temporary Instruction Permit to practice driving presents
his birth certificate, which is the only document presented from the list of acceptable
documents, along with these additional “life documents”:


Income or employment records (pay stub, parent’s 1040 listed as dependent, etc.)



Medical records (immunization record, document indicating is or was a
dependent on parent's medical policy, etc.)



DNR records (fishing or hunting license, hunter or boater safety certificate, etc.)



U.S. savings bond



Church or community awards or recognition



Test records from an outside source (MEAP, ACT, California Achievement, etc.)



College acceptance letter

Some of the documents were more helpful than others, but as a combined collection of
documents, they provided a good record of the applicant’s established identity.
The following are life circumstances that would not prevent an applicant from providing
or obtaining the required identity document(s):


Records are out of state



Documents have been lost



Adoption (birth certificates are available for adopted individuals)



Did not graduate from high school



Cannot afford to order birth certificate or other documents

Unfortunately, while an applicant may be able to convince us they truly cannot provide
more identification, they still may not be able to prove their identity. There may be some
applicants who simply are not eligible for a driver license or personal identification card
because we cannot adequately identify them.
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