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Making Your Case: Fast Facts





How does title IV support service-learning?  Service-learning as a strategy for Title IV service delivery shows enormous promise based on the research literature on what works for preventing violence and drug use, and working with expelled and suspended students. Title IV research literature indicates that safe and drug free schools are most likely to exist when:





Specific measurable goals, objectives, and behavioral expectations are integrated into schools’ educational missions and are made consistently clear and available to faculty, students, and their families;


Teachers, staff, administrators, community members, families, and students are involved in decision-making and problem solving;


Instructional methods allow realistic opportunities for all students to experience success and do not just focus on those in trouble;


Strategies and programs are in place to promote positive relations between schools, families, and communities, including local public mental health and law enforcement agencies;


Students can share their concerns and feelings in safe, trusting environments;


Effective prevention and intervention strategies are utilized to reduce drug use, discipline problems, and violent incidents.





The information above is taken from “Linking Service-Learning and NCLB Title IV-Safe and Drug-Free Schools and Communities”. For more results and examples of program go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.rmcdenver.com/products.htm" ��http://www.rmcdenver.com/products.htm� 








Professional Development Opportunities





  JANUARY 2005





10	Civic Writing & Advocacy- Ingham ISD- For more info call 989-224-6831.


17	Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of       Service. � HYPERLINK "http://www.mlkday.org" ��www.mlkday.org� 


FEBRUARY 2005





17-18     	Michigan Service-Learning          Institute at Adrian College- To register go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.micampuscompact.org" ��www.micampuscompact.org� 


MARCH 2005





10	Celebrations: Capturing   Accomplishments- Ingham ISD- For more info call 989-224-6831.





            








"A Day ON! Not a Day Off."





The King Day of Service, January 17, is a way to transform Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.'s life and teachings into community service that helps solve social problems. That service may meet a tangible need, such as fixing up a school or senior center, or it may meet a need of the spirit, such as building a sense of community or mutual responsibility. How ambitious you choose to be depends on you—and on your community's resources. For ideas and resources on how to go about planning your day go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.mlkday.org/toolkit.html" ��http://www.mlkday.org/toolkit.html�. This web site will allow you to download a “Tool Kit “ to use in thinking and planning your event.











 





How Local Policymakers Can Support Service-Learning





Decision makers at all levels, from governors to school principals to parents, can play a role in supporting service-learning in the nation’s schools. Below you will find a few ideas on how school districts and the local school board can join the ranks of service-learning supporters:





Establish district vision, philosophy and mission statements. 


Develop a district policy framework for defining and supporting service-learning. 


Create a budgetary and organizational infrastructure for service-learning. 


Build and sustain school-community partnerships. 


Make service-learning an integral component in hiring new teachers, and use professional development funds to support service-learning training for current teachers. 


Visit service-learning programs in schools whenever possible. 


Highlight the impact of service-learning on outstanding student leadership and student achievement. 


Recognize teachers and administrators who lead outstanding service-learning activities. 


Allow deviations to traditional scheduling to support service-learning (e.g., block scheduling to allow sufficient time for activities, as well as planning time for teachers). 


For more information on how to make changes go to the following web site: � HYPERLINK "http://learningindeed.org/about/" ��http://learningindeed.org/about/� 








 

















Service-Learning Resources 





Looking for ideas and inspiration to begin a service-learning project? Are you a graduate student searching for a resource? Are you a veteran educator looking for new and exciting methods to inspire your class? Are you the city planner or community member striving for communities, businesses and schools to work together? Here is a resources that can help you met your needs. 





KIDS As Planners is a comprehensive guidebook that provides teachers, school administrators, students and community partners with a step-by-step process for designing, implementing and evaluating a quality KIDS service-learning project. It demonstrates how service-learning can effectively meet many educational reform objectives: standards-based learning, character education and school-to-career initiatives. Full of reproducible examples, tools and strategies, KIDS As Planners is an important resource to help schools advance educational goals while deepening the relationship between students and their communities. To order a copy of this useful tool go to the following web site:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.kidsconsortium.org/books_newletters_form.html" ��http://www.kidsconsortium.org/books_newletters_form.html� 








Practitioner Certification Initiative


Successful service-learning requires proper implementation by trained practitioners. As no process currently exists to assure quality practice, NYLC's Practitioner Certification Initiative is developing a voluntary, national certification program to promote a consistent level of practice and produce the best results for young people. 


This initiative is currently convening leaders in the service-learning field to establish the program, which is slated for launch during the 2005-06 school year. Certification will be available to educators and community-based service-learning practitioners. For more information, contact:


Carole Klopp or Pam Siebert�NYLC�1667 Snelling Avenue North�Suite D300�St. Paul, MN 55108�Phone: (608) 833-9620 or Fax: (608) 833-9619
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To share information about service-learning topics or resources, please call the MCSC at 517.241.3493, 


Email � HYPERLINK "mailto:algrad1@michigan.gov" ��algrad1@michigan.gov� or write


 “Service-Learning Tool Kit,” Michigan Community Service Commission, 1048 Pierpont, Suite 4, Lansing, MI 48913





Let’s Not Forget What Service-Learning is…





Service-learning is a teaching method that engages students in service to their schools and communities as part of their academic studies. Service-learning helps student’s master important curriculum content by supporting their learning and making meaningful connections between what they are studying and its many applications. Service-learning also helps young people develop a range of service skills, from acts of kindness and caring, to community stewardship and civic action.














The MCSC is firmly committed to providing access, equal opportunity, and reasonable accommodation in its programs, activities, and materials. Please call 517.335.4295 to request accommodations or to obtain materials in an alternate format.
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