
Three Michigan Ethanol 
Plants Begin Construction 

 
Michigan has seen 3 ethanol plants 
begin construction and a fourth about 
to start construction in the last few 
months. Groundbreaking ceremonies 
were held on 
September 15 
i n  L a k e 
Odessa, in 
Ionia County, 
and Albion, in 
C a l h o u n 
County. 
 
US Bioenergy 
is constructing 
the US Bio 
Superior Corn 
ethanol plant in Lake Odessa. It will 
produce 45 million gallons of ethanol 
and 136,000 tons of dried distiller’s 
grains annually, utilizing 16 million 
bushels of corn per year, most of it 
from within 60 miles of its location. It 
is expected to employ 40 people, and 
be completed by fall 2006. US Bio 
Superior Corn will be the second 
plant for US Bio Energy, as they are 
also constructing a 100 million gallon 
per year plant near Albert City, Iowa. 
They are negotiating future sites in 
the Midwest. 
 
 

The Andersons also broke ground in 
Albion on September 15. They plan 
to produce 55 million gallons of 
ethanol, starting in September 2006. 
 
As reported in the previous ECOM 
newsletter,  Great Lakes Ethanol  has  

partnered with Midwest Grain 
Processors of Iowa for their 63 
million gallon plant in Riga. They held 
their groundbreaking on August 25. 
They plan to be operational in Fall 
2006. In addition to their sale of the 
distiller’s grain, they plan to sell the 
CO2 created to a soda company for 
use in carbonated beverages. 
 
Lastly, Marysville Ethanol in stages of 
demolition as they get set to start 
construction soon of an ethanol plant 
in St. Clair County. This will create 
more than 30 jobs and produce about 
50 million gallons of ethanol. 

Three New E85 Stations Open 
Across Michigan 

 
Petersen Oil company completed 
construction and opened the 
Petersen Oil Renewable Fuels Center 
in Greenville, near Grand Rapids. The 
Center is north of the city, on M-91 
on Greenville Road. They sell 
biodiesel (B5 and B20), and ethanol 
(E10 and E85).  
 
Almost 1,000 bushels of corn were 
pumped into Detroit area vehicles on 
October 12. E85 was sold for $1.85 
per gallon at two Citgo fueling 
locations to celebrate the introduction 
of the fuel’s availability at the 
stations.  
 
The $1.85 E85 fuel discount took 
place between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. at 
the Southf ie ld Citgo stat ion 
Northwestern Highway (at 12 
Mile)and the Dearborn Heights Citgo 
station, 8438 Telegraph Road (south 
of Joy). The price attracted the 
attention of motorists throughout the 
Detroit area. Hundreds of FFV owners 
took advantage of the discounted fuel 
price throughout the day’s events. 
 
GM and Ford also contributed the 
events, by giving away fuel cards to 
lucky customer during press events. 

The Ethanol Coalition of Michigan (ECOM) unites commodity organizations, fuel suppliers, educators, producers, businesses, 
government agencies and individuals who are interested in expanding the production and use of ethanol in Michigan. 
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 Great Lakes Ethanol 

 Superior Corn Products 

 Andersons, Inc. 
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Riga  

Lake Odessa 
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 63 million gallons, denatured 

 63 million gallons, denatured 

 53 million gallons, denatured 

 50 million gallons, denatured 

 Online 

In DEQ Permitting 

Under Construction 

Under Construction 

 Company Location  Size and Nature Status 

Marysville Ethanol Marysville 50 million gallons, denatured  Site Preparation; In DEQ Permitting 

Groundbreaking at Great Lakes Ethanol Plant, Riga. Photo courtesy 
of Michigan Corn Marketing Program 



Ethanol Coalition of Michigan 
611 West Ottawa 
P.O. Box 30221 
Lansing, Michigan 48909 
dlsimpk@michigan.gov 
http://www.michigan.gov/biomass 
 
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

 
 

Legislators Introduce 
Legislation to Promote Biofuels 
 
Legislators from both parties introduce 
separate legislation aimed at bringing 
fuel prices down by promoting 
ethanol’s availability and consumption 
in Michigan. 
 
The House Democrats’ plan contains 
requirements for all Michigan unleaded 
gasoline to include 10% ethanol, and 
for the state of Michigan fleet to buy 

only American-made hybrids and 
flexible-fuel vehicles. Rep. John 
Espinoza of Coswell and Rep. Jeff 
Mayes of Bay City hope to support the 
ethanol tax incentive (51 cents/gallon) 
with this legislation and encourage job 
creation through increased demand for 
ethanol. In an editorial in the Detroit 
News, both cite Michigan Ethanol’s 
creation of 41 jobs in Caro, and see 
similar prospects with the 4 new plants 
now under or close to construction. 
 

The House Republicans’ plan would 
lower the State Motor Fuel Tax by 
seven cents (to 12 cents) per gallon in 
order to lower the price at the pump 
and encourage station owners to install 
more E85 pumps. Rep. Neil Nitz, in an 
editorial, cited that there were two 
stations (at the time of press) selling 
E85, and that they were selling it at 25 
cents more per gallon. He has also 
included language to require the state 
fleet’s use of E85.  
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Serving Michigan...Serving You 

11th Annual Renewable Fuels 
Association National Ethanol 
Conference 
February 20-22, 2006 
JW Marriott Las Vegas Resort and 
Spa, Las Vegas, Nevada 
http://www.ethanolrfa.org/nec.shtml  

Calendar of Events 
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