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Genetics and
Young
Children with
Hearing Loss

MICHIGAN EARLY HEARING DETECTION AND INTERVENTION PROGRAM
The Michigan EHDI Program suggests a
genetic evaluation for babies and young children with hearing loss. Many families wonder why this is important. This pamphlet
provides some information about genes and
hearing loss. It also explains what to expect
at a genetics clinic.
WHAT ARE GENES?
Genes are like a recipe for the human body.
They tell all the parts of the body how to
grow and function. A genetic condition occurs when a person has a change in a gene
that prevents it from working correctly.
HOW ARE GENES RELATED TO
HEARING LOSS?
Half of all incidences of hearing loss are
caused by genetic factors. This is true even
when no other family members are known to
have hearing loss. Genetic hearing loss may
be linked to health or learning problems.
WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO FIND OUT
IF MY CHILD’S HEARING LOSS IS
GENETIC?
It is important to find out if your child is at
risk for other health conditions. You might
also want to know the chance for your other
children to have hearing loss or other risks.
By knowing more about your child’s hearing
loss, you can best decide what to do for your
child and family.

HOW IS HEARING LOSS INHERITED?
Genetic hearing loss can be passed down in a
family in different ways. Sometimes hearing
loss occurs in every generation. More often,
only one child, or brothers and sisters, may be
affected. Even if there is no hearing loss in
your family, the cause could still be genetic. It
is not unusual for children with genetic hearing loss to appear otherwise normal.
HOW DO I FIND OUT IF MY CHILD HAS
A GENETIC HEARING LOSS?
Make an appointment to have your child seen
at a genetics clinic. Your child’s doctor, audiologist, and/or an Early On® provider can
help you make the appointment and collect the
medical information needed. You can also call
one of the clinics listed on the back of this
brochure.
WHAT HAPPENS AT THE GENETICS
APPOINTMENT?
Your child’s health history and records will be
reviewed. You will also be asked questions
about your family’s medical history. A health
exam will be done to look for certain signs of
genetic hearing loss. Based on the history and
exam, the doctor will discuss with you whether any tests (such as blood or urine) are needed and what might be learned from them.
The doctor will then look at all the information and try to figure out if the hearing loss
is caused by genetic or other factors. You will
have time to discuss what has been learned
with the genetics clinic staff. This may include
suggestions for your child’s future medical
care. A report will also be sent to your child’s
doctor.

WHAT HAPPENS IF THE CAUSE IS NOT
FOUND?
More is being learned about genetics every
day. If the cause of your child’s hearing loss
is not found the first time, your family may
be asked to return in a year or two to see if
there is any new information.
WILL INSURANCE COVER THE COST
OF THE APPOINTMENT?
The clinic visit and genetic testing is covered
by many insurance plans, including Medicaid
and Children’s Special Health Care Services.
Check with your own plan to be sure. You
may need a referral from your child’s primary
doctor. If you cannot afford the genetics clinic visit and need help finding coverage,
please e-mail genetics@michigan.gov or call
(866) 852-1247 (toll-free).

