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WRITING FROM KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE 
 

LA05000WX74PR2X306P 

31 WRITE ABOUT THE THEME:  FRIENDSHIP 
 
There are different ways to form a friendship. One way is to spend time together. 
Another is to show kindness to each other. Yet another way is being loyal to 
someone. 
 
Do ONLY ONE of the following: 
 

write about a time you were kind to someone  
and it helped you to become friends 

 
OR 

 
describe why loyalty is important in a friendship 

 
OR 

 
tell about when you and someone else became friends 

 
OR 

 
write about the theme in your own way. 

 
You may use examples from real life, from what you read or watch, or from your 
imagination. 
 
Your audience will be interested adults. 
 
Use the checklist on the next page to help you with your response. The 
Notes/Planning space may be used for writing down and organizing your ideas. 
 
Your response must be written in the lined spaces starting on page 8 of your 
Answer Folder. Only the writing in your Answer Folder will be scored. No extra 
sheets may be used. 
 
You may not use any resource materials (dictionaries, grammar books, spelling 
books, etc.) for any part of this test. 
 
When you have finished Part 3A, STOP. 
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PART 3A: CHECKLIST FOR  
WRITING FROM KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE 

 
 
DIRECTIONS: 
 
Use this checklist to help you with your response. Your response must be written 
in the lined spaces starting on page 8 of your Answer Folder. 
 
 
CHECKLIST: 
 
_____ Do I have a clear central idea that connects to the theme? 
 
_____ Do I stay focused on the theme? 
 
_____ Do I support my central idea with important details/examples? 
 
_____ Do I need to take out details/examples that DO NOT support my central 

idea? 
 
_____ Do I use a variety of words, phrases, and/or sentences? 
 
_____ Have I spelled, punctuated, and capitalized my writing to help readers 

understand it? 
 
 

NOTES/PLANNING 
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Michigan Educational Assessment Program 
Writing from Knowledge and Experience 

Grades 3–8 
Holistic Score Point Descriptions 

 
Here is an explanation of what scorers think about as they score this writing:  

 
6 The writing is exceptionally clear and focused. Ideas and content are thoroughly 

developed with relevant details and examples where appropriate. The writer’s control 
over organization and the connections between ideas moves the reader smoothly and 
naturally through the text. The writer shows a mature command of language including 
precise word choice that results in a compelling piece of writing. Tight control over 
language use and mastery of writing conventions contribute to the effect of the 
response. 

 
5 The writing is clear and focused. Ideas and content are well developed with relevant 

details and examples where appropriate. The writer’s control over organization and the 
connections between ideas effectively moves the reader through the text. The writer 
shows a command of language including precise word choice. The language is well 
controlled, and occasional lapses in writing conventions are hardly noticeable. 

 
4 The writing is generally clear and focused. Ideas and content are developed with 

relevant details and examples where appropriate, although there may be some 
unevenness. The response is generally coherent, and its organization is functional. The 
writer’s command of language, including word choice, supports meaning. Lapses in 
writing conventions are not distracting. 

 
3 The writing is somewhat clear and focused. Ideas and content are developed with 

limited or partially successful use of examples and details. There may be evidence of an 
organizational structure, but it may be artificial or ineffective. Incomplete mastery over 
writing conventions and language use may interfere with meaning some of the time. 
Vocabulary may be basic. 

 
2 The writing is only occasionally clear and focused. Ideas and content are 

underdeveloped. There may be  little evidence of organizational structure. Vocabulary 
may be limited. Limited control over writing conventions may make the writing difficult to 
understand.  

 
1 The writing is generally unclear and unfocused. Ideas and content are not developed or 

connected. There may be no noticeable organizational structure. Lack of control over 
writing conventions may make the writing difficult to understand. 

 
Condition codes for unratable papers (zeroes): 
A – Off Topic 
B – Written in a Language other than English or Illegible 
C – Blank or Refusal to Respond 
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Anchor Paper 1 – Score Point 1 
 

A1 

Anchor Paper 1 
Score Point 1 
 
This response is generally unclear and unfocused. The student explains generally how he or 
she makes friends (I introduced my self then I was nice to them. I played with them a lot…), 
but ideas are not developed. The essay also lacks an organizational structure; statements 
could be reordered without changing the meaning of the text. Score point 1. 
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Anchor Paper 2 – Score Point 1 
 

A2 

Anchor Paper 2 
Score Point 1 
 
This brief response is generally unclear and unfocused. While the student addresses the topic 
of making a friend, ideas are not developed (I meet these person and we interduce each other 
and then we became friends for life). Because the response is a single general statement, 
there no connection between ideas or organizational structure demonstrated. The lack of 
control over writing conventions impedes understanding. Score point 1. 
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Anchor Paper 3 – Score Point 1 
 

A3 

Anchor Paper 3 
Score Point 1 
 
This response is generally unclear and unfocused.  The essay attempts to explain why 
friendship is important, but does so primarily through a list of unconnected and undeveloped 
statements (Friends help you get thorw things.  They also care about you a lot.  Friends you 
will find in lots of differnt places).  The essay lacks an organizational structure, as the 
statements could be moved around without affecting the meaning of the response. Score point 
1. 
 
 



English Language Arts—Grade 5  Released Items Fall 2005 
 

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 

Anchor Paper 4 – Score Point 2 
 

A4 

Anchor Paper 4 
Score Point 2 
 
This response is only occasionally clear and focused on the importance of loyalty in a 
friendship. The essay consists of general statements (If you were not loyal to a friend, they 
might not be your friend any more. If I was not loyal, my friend would get mad at me) that lack 
development. There is little evidence of an organizational structure and the vocabulary is 
limited. Score point 2. 
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Anchor Paper 5 – Score Point 2 
 

A5 

Anchor Paper 5 
Score Point 2 
 
This writing is only occasionally clear and focused, and the content is underdeveloped. The 
writer jumps from idea to idea (We loved to play at the P Elementary School park. My dad met 
D’s dad when they were in college. We go shopping together a lot) without providing details or 
connections between them. There is little evidence of an organizational structure, although the 
writer does begin to connect ideas toward the end of the essay (We’re still best friends, Even 
though she likes Michigan State and I like Michigan. Our friendship has lasted 7 years). Score 
point 2. 
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Anchor Paper 6 – Score Point 2 
 

A6 

Anchor Paper 6 
Score Point 2 
 
The response is occasionally clear and attempts to focus on the story of how the writer 
became friends with M. Ideas are underdeveloped (I was playing alone when I bumped into 
him. I asked him what his name was and he said M…that was my name too. We instanty 
became friends). A basic narrative organization is evident. Vocabulary is limited, as is control 
over conventions. Score point 2. 
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Anchor Paper 7 – Score Point 3 
 

A7 

Anchor Paper 7 
Score Point 3 
 
This response is somewhat clear and focused. The writer attempts to develop ideas (I wanted 
friends so I did my best to get them, I talked to her when I got the chance, I also played with 
her a little), but the lack of detail makes this only partially successful. There is some evidence 
of an organizational structure as the writer moves through the activities with S that made her a 
friend (talked to her, played with her, buddyed up). For the most part, vocabulary is basic. 
Score point 3. 
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Anchor Paper 8 – Score Point 3 
 

 
A8 

Anchor Paper 8 
Score Point 3 
 
The response is somewhat clear and focused, with occasional shifts in focus. The writer 
explains how a friendship with J developed, but provides few details (We first just talked…we 
hung out for days, weeks, months…we had sleepovers. Are relationship kept growing). The 
writer then shifts to talking about friendship generally and finally to the many friends she now 
has. There is some evidence of an organizational plan, but it is ineffective due to the lack of 
connections between ideas. The vocabulary is mostly basic, and incomplete mastery of 
conventions and language is demonstrated. Score point 3. 
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Anchor Paper 9 – Score Point 3 
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A9 

Anchor Paper 9 
Score Point 3 
 
The response is focused on explaining how the writer became best friends with K, but the 
writing is only somewhat clear due to the lack of details to develop ideas (She had just moved 
here so I thought it would be nice to ask her to play. I interduced her to my friends and they 
started to become friends too. K did not know anyone so I wanted to become one of her 
friends). The paper has some organizational structure as the writer deals with the first two days 
of school, but overall the organization is ineffective due to the lack of development and the 
simplistic opening and closing (This is a story about me and my friend K. In the next 
paragraphs I will tell you…. That was a story about me and my friend K…. That is the story of 
me and my friend K). Vocabulary is basic throughout the essay. Score point 3. 
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Anchor Paper 10 – Score Point 4 
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A10 

Anchor Paper 10 
Score Point 4 
 
The response is generally clear and focused on various ways a friendship can be formed.  The 
writer begins by giving three ways (spending time, show[ing] kindness, be[ing] loyal) and 
proceeds to write about how each method can lead to a friendship.  Ideas and content are 
developed through the use of examples, although examples generally remain somewhat 
abstract (…why spending time with each other can form a friendship.  One example is, by 
spending time with each other, you are getting to know the person better than you did.  You 
also get to learn and talk about each other when you are spending time with the person).  The 
student discusses each method in turn, providing a coherent and functional organization to the 
writing.  Language is generally controlled and supports the student’s meaning, and any lapses 
in conventions do not distract from the piece. Score point 4. 
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Anchor Paper 11 – Score Point 4 
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A11 

Anchor Paper 11 
Score Point 4 
 
The writing is generally clear and focused on becoming friends with M. The response explains 
the writer’s first encounter with M, providing relevant details (Together, we walked down the 
hall towards the office. Finally M whispered, ‘What’s your name?’ I stared at her for a long 
time. Finally I answered her. ‘I’m A.’…When we got back to class we were already best 
friends). Generally the response is organized and coherent, although there is some 
disconnection between the initial encounter in first grade and the resuming of the friendship in 
third grade. The writing demonstrates a command of language and an ability to control word 
choice to convey meaning. Score point 4. 
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Anchor Paper 12 – Score Point 4 
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A12 

Anchor Paper 12 
Score Point 4 
 
This response is generally clear and focused on a friendship. The writer describes two 
incidents that led to the formation of the friendship, developing them with relevant details (a girl 
about ten years old, that had brown hair was running down the stairs… she tripped… I ran to 
the girl…[asked] if she was okay…At night I had dinner…surprise to see the same little girl…I 
bumped into a wall and I fell down…That same little girl … ran to me quikly! Then she helped 
me up). There is some unevenness as development thins toward the end of the response. 
Organization is functional, and the writer’s command of language and word choice supports 
meaning. Although there are some lapses in conventions, they do not distract from the writing. 
Score point 4. 
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Anchor Paper 13 – Score Point 5 
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A13 

Anchor Paper 13 
Score Point 5 
 
The response is clear and focused on making a friend in a new neighborhood. Ideas are well 
developed with relevant details (Right after school my mom picked me up to take me to our 
new house! I was excited today for two reasons, one, it was now summer break, And next 
year, I’d be a fifth grader. My second reason was I would get to see my new home, and meet 
new friends… I saw a kid on his bike coming towards me…He was kind’ve small and skinny, 
had brown hair, and glasses). The writer demonstrates control over organization, using 
transitions to move the reader through the essay (when we got there, so I looked around, then 
I saw a kid, two years later), and shows a command over language and word choice. Score 
point 5. 
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Anchor Paper 14 – Score Point 5 
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A14 

Anchor Paper 14 
Score Point 5 
 
The writing is a clear and focused story of friendship. Ideas are appropriately and evenly 
developed with relevant details (L was alone walking to her history class. Then she saw a tall 
girl with glasses… C had been missing school for two weeks…She had tested positive for 
cancer! Everyday for the next 3 weeks L visited C). The response is well organized; the 
connections between ideas move the reader smoothly through the essay (at first they didn’t 
know, for the next few weeks, until one horrible day that changed L life forever). The writer’s 
command of language is shown in precise word choice (one horrible day, terrible and stormy 
morning, sitting quietly), and effective sentence construction (She said she remembers the 
horrible morning, the funeral, and everything about C). Score point 5. 
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Anchor Paper 15 – Score Point 5 
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A15 

Anchor Paper 15 
Score Point 5 
 
This response is clear and focused. Ideas are developed with relevant details (I was sitting at 
my desk bored…. When I looked over my shouder, I saw a girl sitting by her desk, and she 
was looking very lonely…). The writer demonstrates control over organization by effectively 
moving the story back and forth in time (I remembered her from the second day of school…she 
accentdently cutted me in line). Even though she cutted me, she looked as though she needed 
a friend…So I gathered my courage and asked if she wanted to play). The writer shows a 
command of language in effective sentences (I was so nervous I thought my voice was going 
to break in the middle and precise word choice (shoulder-length, lonely tunneled brown eyes, a 
stab of loneliness). Score point 5. 
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Anchor Paper 16 – Score Point 6 
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A16 

Anchor Paper 16 
Score Point 6 
 
This response is clear and focused.  The student discusses a unique friendship she made 
while on vacation.  Ideas and content are thoroughly developed with relevant details and 
examples (When I asked her what her name was she just looked at me like I was speaking 
some other language.  I asked her how old she was.  She showed me by her fingers.  She was 
eight….I asked what her name was again.  This time she called out something in a different 
language.  A boy came.  He was her brother.  He told me that they were german) throughout 
the response.  The writer demonstrates control over organization by effectively and smoothly 
moving the reader through the text.  A mature command of language is shown through the 
selection of words and phrases (At that time I was eight too….When I was leaving to go back 
to Michigan we could not fit the chair in the suitcase….I would give the chair to S so she would 
remember me) that make for a compelling piece of writing. Score point 6. 
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Anchor Paper 17– Score Point 6 
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A17 

Anchor Paper 17 
Score Point 6 
 
The student has written a clear and focused response about the friendship between M, a dog, 
and Bun, a giant hot dog bun.  Ideas and content are thoroughly developed through the use of 
relevant details and examples (…a helpless dog was trapped on the top of the Empire State 
building….Just then a sudden gust of wind blows M off the Empire Stat building!  
“Ahhhhhhhh”!!!, M cried….”Bun, I’m getting sick of you following me everyware!” M replied.  
“Will you just leave me alone.”…the bun whined and M couldn’t stand to see him this way).  
The writer effectively moves the reader through the story, demonstrating control over 
organization and ideas.  The use of selected words and phrases (One fine day, that was just 
his size, whined, just couldn’t take it anymore, eaten by a man in a gorailla suit) demonstrates 
a mature command of language and results in a compelling essay.  Control over language and 
writing conventions contributes to the overall effectiveness of the response. Score point 6. 
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Anchor Paper 18: Score Point 6 
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A18 

Anchor Paper 18 
Score Point 6 
 
This response addresses how the writer made a new and lasting friendship in an odd way.  
The response is clear, and focused, drawing the reader into the author’s story.  The writer 
develops her ideas thoroughly, providing relevant details and examples (…I heard some noise 
from underneath the structure.  So I went down to check it out.  What I saw would change how 
I felt against people for my life.  There was the new girl being pushed down into the mulch and 
getting kicked and picked on….The next day I saw E she was in crutches.  As it turns out the 
boys had basically sprained/twisted her ankle….I saw her sitting lonely on a swing and sat next 
to her).  The writer has control over the connections between ideas and overall organization, 
moving the reader smoothly and naturally through the response.  A mature command of 
language is shown by the use of precise words and phrases (mulch, used my big mouth, my 
last nerve, choking back tears, sitting lonely on a swing, basically heartbroken) to create a 
compelling piece of writing.  The writer’s control over the use of language and mastery of 
writing conventions contributes to the effectiveness of the response. Score point 6. 
 
 
 


