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� HYPERLINK "http://www.michigan.gov/hal/0,1607,7-160-17445_19277_33584---,00.html" �Celebrate Black History Month�





Discover Michigan's role in the Underground Railroad through the Michigan Freedom Trail Commission. In 1998, Public Act 409 established the Michigan Freedom Trail Commission and directed it to preserve, protect and promote the legacy of the Freedom Trail in Michigan. This heritage of the Underground Railroad (UGRR) and the antislavery movement in Michigan is as rich and multifaceted as our state's heritage of the Great Lakes, the automobile and lighthouses. Follow the links below to discover the MFTC and its endeavors. You'll find the commission's strategic plan, a form to nominate sites to the state's Freedom Trail register, links for exploring black history online and more. Follow the links below or use the new address, � HYPERLINK "http://www.michigan.gov/freedomtrail" ��www.michigan.gov/freedomtrail�.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.michigan.gov/hal/0,1607,7-160-17445_19277_33584-104480--,00.html" �Educational Resources for Exploring the Freedom Trail��Children, parents and educators - we are compiling an ever-growing list of links to resources on the World Wide Web, beginning with resources located right here at the Michigan Historical Center.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.michigan.gov/documents/hal_mhc_freedom_nomination-app_108682_7.pdf" \t "_new" �Michigan Freedom Trail Register Nomination Form� �The Michigan Freedom Trail Register program helps preserve, promote and document the UGRR by creating opportunities to identify, acknowledge and promote sites, programs and facilities that tell the story of the Underground Railroad in Michigan. 
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Professional Development Opportunities





February 2005





Social Studies: Literacy for a Global


World- Hyatt Regency in Dearborn.  Register at � HYPERLINK "http://www.michcouncilss.org" ��www.michcouncilss.org� 


March 2005





8-9	Using Data to Improve Student Achievement- Macomb ISD. Register at � HYPERLINK "http://www.edzone.net/~mascd" ��www.edzone.net/~mascd� 





Michigan After-School Partnership 


Conference - Detroit, MI. Register at � HYPERLINK "http://www.macae.org" ��www.macae.org�.


April 2005





National Youth Service Days- For 


Programming ideas go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.ysa.org/nysd" ��www.ysa.org/nysd� 


  


17-23 	National Volunteer Week- For ideas   and tools go to � HYPERLINK "http://pointsoflight.org/" ��http://pointsoflight.org/�  





Measuring Civic Engagement


Teams of leading researchers, in collaboration with CIRCLE, have developed � HYPERLINK "http://www.civicyouth.org/practitioners/Core_Indicators_Page.htm" �Indicators of Civic Engagement� to help identify different aspects of civic behavior. The indicators were developed as a part of a national study, The Civic and Political Health of the Nation: A Generational Portrait conducted by researchers at George Mason University, Rutgers University, and DePaul University. Their work was funded by The Pew Charitable Trusts and presented in collaboration with CIRCLE. Resources affiliated with the study include: 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.civicyouth.org/PopUps/Civic_Inds_Quiz.pdf" �A short paper quiz� using the core indicators 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.civicyouth.org/research/products/youth_index.htm" �More information on the study� 


Notes on using the indicators to � HYPERLINK "http://www.civicyouth.org/practitioners/Core_Indicators_Page.htm" \l "5" �assess or evaluate civic engagement� programs. 


For more information on conducting self-evaluations of youth development programs visit: � HYPERLINK "http://www.evaluationtools.org/" �the Planning and Evaluation Resource Center (PERC).� The Innovation Center also has resources on youth civic activism and will soon release a � HYPERLINK "http://www.theinnovationcenter.org/r_planning.asp" �Planning and Evaluation Toolkit�





Making Your Case: Fast Facts





Dropout Prevention and Service-Learning— According to the current body of research, success in school is directly related to dropout rate. It makes sense that a student who is successful in school both academically and socially is more likely to complete formal K-12 education, and vice versa. This is important because youth who are engaged in service-learning:


• Attend school more often.


• Report that school is relevant and meaningful.


• Are more likely to have a positive attitude toward school.


• Are more likely to have a positive attitude toward teachers.


• Are more engaged in academic learning.


• Are more engaged in community activities.


• Are less likely to have discipline problems.


• Are more likely to increase academic achievement.


• Are more likely to increase their Grade Point Averages.





The information above comes from a new publication “Service-Learning Integration Guidebook”. To download a copy clink on � HYPERLINK "http://www.usanetwork.com/gwylclassroom" ��www.usanetwork.com/gwylclassroom� 


 








Calling Captain Planet


The Captain Planet Foundation offers grants between $250 and $2,500 for environmental projects that:


promote understanding of environmental issues 


focus on hands-on involvement 


involve children and young adults 6–18 


promote interaction and cooperation in the group 


help young people develop planning and problem solving skills 


include adult supervision 


commit to follow-up communication with the Foundation. 


All applicant organizations or sponsoring agencies must be exempt from federal taxation under the Internal Revenue Code Section 501 to be eligible for funding. Deadlines for submitting grant applications are March 31, June 30, September 30, and December 31. Grant proposals are reviewed over a period of three months from the date of the submission deadline. Proposals must be submitted online. For more information, or to apply, go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.captainplanetfdn.org/" �www.captainplanetfdn.org/�.











Learning Resources 





YOUTH AROUND THE GLOBE 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.layouth.com/global-i.htm" �www.layouth.com/global-i.htm��Global-i is a website for youth to examine issues with international themes and offer their perspectives on topics such as cultural identity, war, immigration, travel, and current affairs. The project is collaboration between L.A. Youth newspaper and two of the country's oldest and most respected youth publications, New York-based New Youth Connections and San Francisco-based Youth Outlook. 





UNICEF: Voices of Youth�� HYPERLINK "http://www.unicef.org/voy" �www.unicef.org/voy��Started in 1995, Voices of Youth is dedicated to making sure young people from all countries learn more, say more and do more about the world they live in. The website offers discussion boards, interactive stories and guidance for how to take action that allow youth to partner across the globe on issues related to human rights and social change. 





Youth Action Net�� HYPERLINK "http://www.youthactionnet.org" �www.youthactionnet.org��Looking for a way to build a website or publish work from a youth web page? Look no further. This dynamic website created by and for young people spotlights the vital role that youth play in leading positive change throughout the world, and also creates a space for youth web-publishing. You can also find information on volunteer, educational, scholarship, grant, and job opportunities. 


 


Youthink!�� HYPERLINK "http://www.youthink.worldbank.org" �www.youthink.worldbank.org��On this website managed by the World Bank, youth can find information about global issues like poverty, development, and conflict, all gathered by experts from the World Bank. Hundreds of articles and interactive web pages are sorted by issue, geographic region, or target audience. You can even submit reactions to stories on the site, which are then published.














Project Idea


Current Events Motivate Students to Take Action





1.5 million people forced from their homes (in the Sudan) and thousands killed. These were the words that Wellston Elementary multi-age fifth and sixth graders read in the news magazine for students called “Time for Kids”. Later in the article students were to read… many have sought safety in refugee camps and now they are in need of food. The students were moved by the words they read and wanted to do a social action project to help the children in the Sudan as part of their current events studies. The students created posters to educate the school and community about the issue. They then placed large jars in each classroom so that donations could be collected. The students set a goal of raising $300.00 but surpassed that and raised $633.56. The money is being sent to the United Nations Relief for Refugees Fund Agency.  The money will be used for food, medicine, and clean drinking water for the Sudan area. In addition to learning about current events, students used math skills in counting and rolling the money. They took complete control of the fundraiser. “The whole school really did an excellent job with this, and I am so proud of them for becoming activists,” said teacher Gail Matesich.





For more information contact Stacy Baker or Deb Crandell at Kaleva Norman Dickson Schools at � HYPERLINK "mailto:masseys@manistee" ��masseys@manistee� .org or � HYPERLINK "mailto:crandell@manistee" ��crandell@manistee�. Or (231) 477-5355





 














To share information about service-learning topics or resources, please call the MCSC at 517.241.3493, 


Email � HYPERLINK "mailto:algrad1@michigan.gov" ��algrad1@michigan.gov� or write


 “Service-Learning Tool Kit,” Michigan Community Service Commission, 1048 Pierpont, Suite 4, Lansing, MI 48913





The MCSC is firmly committed to providing access, equal opportunity, and reasonable accommodation in its programs, activities, and materials. Please call 517.335.4295 to request accommodations or to obtain materials in an alternate format.
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