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English Language Arts — Grade 4 THEME: Solving Problems

PART 2B
WRITING IN RESPONSE TO READING

Think about the people and animals in the selections you just read. Then answer the
following question:

It is best to solve your own problems without help from other people. Do
you agree? Yes or No. Explain your answer using specific examples and
details from both “Because of Winn-Dixie” and “The Vacuum Dirt Mat
and More.” Be sure to show how the two reading selections are alike or
connected.

The space on pages 26-28 in this test booklet may be used for writing down ideas,
organizing your thoughts, or writing a rough draft. Use the checklist on page 29 to help
you write your response. Nothing written in this booklet will be scored.

THE FINAL COPY OF YOUR RESPONSE MUST BE WRITTEN IN PART 2 OF
YOUR ANSWER FOLDER STARTING ON PAGE 6.
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Michigan Educational Assessment Program
Integrated English Language Arts Assessment
Grade 4
Part 2B Rubric
Writing in Response to Reading

The student clearly and effectively chooses key or important ideas from each reading selection to
support a position on the question and to make a clear connection between the reading selections. The
position and connection are thoroughly developed with appropriate examples and details. There arc no
misconceptions about the reading selections. There are strong relationships among ideas. Mastery of
language use and writing conventions contributes to the effect of the response.

The student makes meaningful use of key ideas from each reading selection to support a position on the
question and to make a clear connection between the reading selections. The position and connection are
well developed with appropriate examples and details. Minor misconceptions may be present.
Relationships among ideas are clear. The language is controlled, and occasional lapses in writing
conventions are hardly noticeable.

The student makes adequate use of ideas from each reading selection to support a position on the
question and to make a connection between the reading selections. The position and connection are
supported by examples and details. Minor misconceptions may be present. Language use is correct.
Lapses in writing conventions are not distracting.

The student takes a clear position on the question. The response makes adequate use of ideas from one
reading selection or partially successful use of ideas from both reading selections, and the ideas from at
least one reading selection are connected to the position. The position is developed with limited use of
examples and details. Misconceptions may indicate only a partial understanding of the reading.
Language use is correct but limited. Incomplete mastery over writing conventions may interferc with
meaning some of the time.

The student takes a clear position on the question. There is partially successful use of ideas from one
reading selection or minimal use of ideas from both reading selections to respond to the question or
theme, but the ideas may not be connected to the position. The position is underdeveloped. Major
misconceptions may indicate minimal understanding of the reading. Limited mastery over writing
conventions may make the writing difficult to understand.

The student takes a position on the question but only makes minimal use of ideas from one reading
selection or the student takes no position on the question but responds to the theme with at least minimal
use of ideas from one or both of the reading selections. Ideas are not developed and may be unclear.
Major misconceptions may indicate a lack of understanding of the reading. Lack of mastery over writing
conventions may make the writing difficult to understand.

Not ratable if:

mgonw

Retells or references the reading selections with no connection to the question or theme.
Off topic

Hlegible/written in a language other than English

Blank/refused to respond

Responds to the question with no reference to either of the reading selections.
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Part 2B: Response to the Reading Selections
Begin writmg your final response here.
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Non-Scorable Code: E

This student responds to the scenario question, but does not reference either
of the reading selections.
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Part 2B: Response to the Reading Selections
Begin writing your final response here.

w,

Score Point: 1

This student takes a position (best to use problem solving without help from
others) and supports it with a minimal idea from Vacuum Dirt Mat and More
(she has to think of an idea to enter Invent America). The statement from
Because of Winn-Dixie (she has a lot of problem solving) does not support
the position and offers no evidence of having read the selection.
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Part 2B: Response to the Reading Selections

Begin writing your final response here.
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Score Point: 1

This student takes no position and only responds to the theme with a
retelling of one of the reading selections (Vacuum Dirt Mat and More).
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Part 2B: Response to the Reading Selections
Begin writing your final response here.
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Score Point: 2

This student takes a position and supports it with a partially successfill use of
ideas from Because of Winn-Dixie (Opal ran to help Winn-Dixie ... trying to
solve the problem about the grocery store ... the manager won’t take Winn-
Dixie to the pound). The statement from The Vacuum Dirt Mat and More
does not support the position.
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Part 2B: Response to the Reading Selections
Begin writing your final response here.

1. o.dle.e. ‘an\

(A Qhuié(,_

GS

Sp \_IVJ&L,}J\O{AY\ N (Jm»b 24 ba,cau&o
L aou den T Thed' Cow
ata e | nXhe Sthrg 7 Wing ﬁxﬁg +he
B Jorohlem SolvedJhu stop the
“’Aoa K | und, - ﬁﬁ;ﬁ he
4 a2 2. NAc¢ ""().hA /\/\ﬁf@\\
he, wvohlesn Solved i nat having Yo
vahuaming the whole. KL m. B
ha\/\ j(‘Oq .

L M
J

Score Point: 2

This student takes a position and supports it with a minimal use of ideas
from both of the reading selections (problem solved by stopping the dog
from going to the pound, from Because of Winn-Dixie; by not having to
vacuum the whole kitchen, from The Vacuum Dirt Mat and More). More
details are needed to attain a higher score.
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Part 2B: Response to the Reading Selections
Begin writing your final response here.
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IF YOU NEED MORE SPACE, CONTINUE ON THE NEXT PAGE
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Score Point: 3

This student takes a position and supports i1t with an adequate use of ideas
from one of the reading selections, The Vacuum Dirt Mat and More (ask a
teacher for some advice ... my dad helped by putting it together ... I learned
that it is good to take advice from other people). The student attempts a
connection to Because of Winn-Dixie with a text reference (just because
India solved it by herself doesn’t mean I have to), but fails to support the
position.
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Part 2B: Response to the Reading Selections
Begin writing your final response here.
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IF YOU NEED MORE SPACE, CONTINUE ON THE NEXT PAGE.
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Score Point: 3

This student takes a position and supports 1t with partially successful ideas
from both of the reading selections (the manager needed help getting the dog
off him ... the dog needed help because the manager was going to call the
pound, from Because of Winn-Dixie; the girl had a lot of help from her dad
... her teacher gave her some advice too, from The Vacuum Dirt Mat and
More). That they both solved a problem and both had help are not
connections to the reading selections; they are restatements of the prompt.
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Part 2B: Response to the Reading Selections
Begin writing your final response here.
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Score Point: 3

This student takes a position and supports it with an adequate use of 1deas
from both of the reading selections (the dog would have gone to the pound if
Indiana didn’t help ... but Indiana had help too, from Because of Winn-
Dixie; Jennifer had help ... her teacher helped her to find a problem ... her
dad helped her build it, from The Vacuum Dirt Mat and More). The
attempted connection between the reading selections (both get help) is not
successful; it is a restatement of the prompt.
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