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Influenza H5 PCR Assay
ANALYTES TESTED:    Influenza A, H5.  PRE-APPROVAL NEEDED.  See notes below.
TEST CODE:  4310
USE OF TEST:  For detection of Influenza A, H5 infection in suspect H5N1 cases.
SPECIMEN COLLECTION AND SUBMISSION GUIDELINES:


Test Request Form DCH-0583  (DCH-0583 fillable)


Specimen Submission Guidelines

Influenza A Test Algorithm
Transport Temperature:  4( C.  Ship on cold packs.
SPECIMEN TYPE:

Specimen Required:  Oropharyngeal aspirates and washes; Sputum; Bronchial lavage;



Nasopharyngeal swabs and aspirates 

Minimum Acceptable Volume: 
Washing/aspirate/lavage – 3 to 5 ml.  Do not dilute in viral transport medium.  

Swabs – Elute in 3 ml of viral transport medium.

Container: Washings/aspirates/lavage – sterile plastic container.



Swabs/tissue – sterile plastic tube with 3 ml viral transport media.
Shipping Unit: Unit 45
SPECIMEN REJECTION CRITERIA:

Critical Data Needed For Testing: patient identifier.
TEST PERFORMED:

Methodology:  Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR).

Turn Around Time:  24-48 hours.

Where/When Performed: Lansing, as needed.
RESULT INTERPRETATION:


Reference Range:   Not detected.
Detection of Influenza A, H5 RNA is indicative of infection by an Influenza A, H5 subtype.  See Note 1 below.
 
FEES: 
N/A
NOTES:
1. At WHO Pandemic Influenza Level 3 or Level 4 with no confirmed cases in the state, this test requires pre-approval from the Michigan Department of Community Health, Bureau of Epidemiology.  Phone 517-335-8165 or 517-335-9030, after hours, for approval.  Do not submit specimens without prior approval.  Approval for testing of suspect H5 cases will be granted for those situations that meet the current CDC case definition.
ALIASES:  Influenza, H5, PCR, Flu, Flu A, Pandemic Influenza, Pandemic Flu, Novel Flu
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