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MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES MISSION STATEMENT

"The Michigan Department of Natural Resources is committed to the conservation,
protection, management, use and enjoyment of the state’s natural and cultural
resources for current and future generations.”

NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION STATEMENT

The Natural Resources Commission, as the governing body for the Michigan Department of Natural

Resources, provides a strategic framework for the DNR to effectively manage your resources. The

NRC holds monthly, public meetings throughout Michigan, working closely with its constituencies in
establishing and improving natural resources management policy.

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources (DNR) provides equal opportunities for employment and access
to Michigan's Natural Resources. Both state and federal laws prohibit discrimination on the basis of race, color,
national origin, religion, disability, age, sex, height, weight or marital status under the U.S. Civil Rights Acts of
1964 as amended, 1976 Ml PA 453, 1976 MI PA 220, Title V of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended, and
the 1990 Americans with Disabilities Act, as amended.

If you believe that you have been discriminated against in any program, activity, or facility, or if you desire
additional information, please write: Human Resources, Michigan Department of Natural Resources, PO Box
30028, Lansing MI 48909-7528, or Michigan Department of Civil Rights, Cadillac Place, 3054 West Grand Blvd,
Suite 3-600, Detroit, Ml 48202, or Division of Federal Assistance, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 4401 North
Fairfax Drive, Mail Stop MBSP-4020, Arlington, VA 22203

For information or assistance on this publication, contact Forest Resource Management Section, Forest
Management Division, Michigan Department of Natural Resources, PO Box 30452, Lansing MI 48909-7952.

This publication is available in alternative formats upon request.
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This handbook is intended to provide guidance to the Michigan DNR field
staff and grant sponsors in consistent standards for trail and route sign
installation, placement, and trail maintenance.
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TRAIL CLEARANCE STANDARDS

Trails/routes should be cleared of brush, branches, and obstructions within dimensions according to the following
diagrams.

ORV trails include two categories: Motorcycle Trails are to be cleared to 24 inches width at ground level and 40
inches at handlebar level up to 8 feet. ATV Trails are to be cleared to 50 inches width up to 8 feet. ORV Routes
are to be cleared to 72 inches width up to 8 feet.

Remove branches
flush with trunk or

\ main branch so as not

Y

Y to leave projecting
8’ above \\ pickets.
ground
level

Remove trees, brush,
and bushes flush with
ground level or below.
Do not leave exposed
stumps.

above “
ground
level

All-Terrain Vehicle
(ATV) Trail

ORV Route
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SIGNS
STOP SIGNS

Highway-type stop signs shall be used on trails. Stop signs shall be a minimum size of 18" X 18” and be a
reflectorized octagon, with white lettering and border on red background. Stop signs shall be affixed to 4” X 4”
treated wooden posts or on round posts with a 3" top diameter minimum.

Stop signs shall, at a minimum, be placed at all trail intersections with county, state, and forest roads. Signs shall
be placed at the point where the vehicle is to stop or as near to that point as practical. Signs shall be affixed to
posts with two 2" lag screws.

Signs flush with top of
2" 4" X 4” post
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(10 — 20 / 7/
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County/State/Forest Road
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A “Deadman” shall be
used on all new sign v
installations. ; A

“Deadman” consists of a
2’ long 2" X 4" nailed to

the bottom of the post. 3’
Pry away at the top )

before dirt filling to create I

a barb to discourage A

removal. — \

E min. depth typ.
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STOP AHEAD SIGNS

18" X 18" reflectorized diamond, black graphics or text and border on yellow background. Signs shall be affixed to

4" X 4” treated wooden posts.

These signs shall be used along designated forest routes and trails whenever traffic needs advanced warning of a
pending STOP. This sign is not expected to be needed on trails, as they are narrow and slow of speed. However,
when necessary, such as when longer straight segments lead riders into intersections at speeds in excess of 20

miles per hour, these signs will be placed to provide adequate warning to the rider.

A “Deadman”
shall be used
on all new sign
installations.

“Deadman”
consists of a 2’
long 2" X 4"
nailed to the
bottom of the
post. Pry away
at the top
before dirt
filling to create
a barb to
discourage
removal.

Road

6’ from
ground to
center of

sign

3’ min
depth
typ.
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MIXED TRAFFIC SIGNS

24" X 24" reflectorized diamond, with black lettering, border, automobile and ATV symbols — on yellow

background.

Placed along road at point where a trail or route begins following forest roads designated open to ORV use.

A “Deadman”
shall be used
on all new
sign
installations.

“Deadman”
consists of a
2'long 2" X 4"
nailed to the
bottom of the
post. Pry
away at the
top before dirt
filling to
create a barb
to discourage
removal.

6’ from

ground to

center of
sign

3’ min
depth
typ.
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TRAIL MARKINGS

\: \

\ Confidence markers on both

sides of intersection

; In dense woods, trails may
{Ta)  require line of sight marking.

_ Confidence markers shall be spaced
0.1 mile at approximately 0.1 mile intervals.

Directional arrows to mark trail
junctions, divergences, and turns
along trails/routes where warning
of upcoming turn is judged
appropriate

When trails, routes, and/or
‘ MCCCT are combined,
A4 confidence markers for each
will be posted at regular
spacing intervals and
appropriately on directional
«\ arrows. In this situation, these
markers will be posted in the
following hierarchy:

W Trail above Route, and Route
- above MCCCT.
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GUIDE SIGNS

Trails and Routes shall be identified by 5” X 5” X 5” orange triangles (confidence markers) labeled with appropriate
symbol and text. Confidence markers will be placed on both sides of intersections with all roads and trails and
along trails and routes at approximately 0.1-mile intervals. In dense woods trails/routes may require more frequent
confidence marking within line of sight. Brush should be removed from around sign to ensure clear visibility. No

signs are to be posted on utility poles.

ORV

Michigan Cross- ,...IRAIL

Country Cycle Trail

DN‘F;i

OhA

] motorcycles
Motorcycle Trail

Carsonite stakes will be
ffixed with confidence marker
decal.

Confidence markers
shall be posted on 3
inches round posts, 4”
X 4” treated wooden
posts, 3" X 5"
landscape timbers, or
carsonite stakes (use
marker decal), or
affixed to a tree.*

All Terrain Vehicle
Trail for ATV’'s and

Off-Road Vehicle
Route for vehicles
of all sizes

*NOTE: The DNR is currently reviewing sign policy and is moving
toward removing all markers from trees.

Three 2" aluminum or
magnesium nails affix
confidence marker in
upright position.

If posted on a tree*,
leave nails protruding
up to 1” to allow for
tree growth. Do not
obstruct lettering.
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DIRECTIONAL GUIDE SIGNS

8” X 8” white square with black arrows are to be used at trail intersections, crossings, turns, trail heads, etc.
These Directional Guides will be labeled appropriately “TRAIL,” “ROUTE,” or “MCCCT"” according to which facility

they apply. This label will be a 1” X 6” adhesive decal which will be attached at time of posting.

1" X 6” decal label

ORV TRAIL

b

MCCCT

When trails, routes, and/or MCCCT are combined, directional
arrows will be posted in the following hierarchy: Trail above Route,

and Route above MCCCT.

IRV

Directional Guide signs should be rotated so that the arrow points in
the appropriate direction and posted on 4” X 4” treated wooden
posts, round posts with 3” top diameter, or affixed to trees. Use 2”

aluminum or magnesium nails.

for tree growth.

A “Deadman” shall be used on all new
installations.

3’ min.

depth typ. Deadman” consists of a 2’ long 2” X 4” nailed to

,:' the bottom of the post. Pry away at the top
—— before dirt filling to create a barb to discourage
removal.

If affixing signs to a tree, leave nails protruding up to 1 inch to allow

Adhere label decal inside border along bottom edge of sign or along
lower diagonal edge if positioned on an angle.
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MOTORCYCLE TRAIL NOTICE

MOTORCYCLE TRAIL NOTICE

127 X 187 reflectonzed rectangle with black lettering on white background sign.

This sign will emphasize trails that are designated for motorcycle use only.

The sign reads "Motice motorcycles only beyond this point.” This sign will be

posted at trailheads and major road intersections as directed by the DNRE.

1 2]1

18”

NOTICE

MOTORCYCLES
ONLY

BEYOND THIS
POINT
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STREET LICENSING NOTICE

12" X 18" reflectorized rectangle with black lettering on white background sign. This sign will emphasize when the

street license from the Secretary of State is required.

The sign reads “NOTICE Secretary of State Licensing Required Beyond This Point.” This sign will be posted just

prior to the point where the MCCCT enters a road upon which vehicular use requires such licensing.

«— 12 3
T -NOTICE-
18” Secretary of
State
Licensing
Required
Beyond this
Point
6’ from
ground to
v center
of sign
A “Deadman” shall be
used on all new sign
installations.
“Deadman” consists of a
2’ long 2” X 4” nailed to
the bottom of the post. ! X
Pry away at the top !
before dirt filling to create | 3’ min
a barb to discourage | depth t);p.
removal. i
-NOTICE-
Secretary of
State
Licensing I' "
i Required_ : |'
ot y C——1 !
" O / '
e YN
ROAD e ’ \ MCCCT requiring street license plate K
N 9\ """""""" ]
S 6250 (10'— 20
MC'CCT . recommended)
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