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SUBJECT: Report of the Legislative Committee

The State Board of Education Legislative Committee met on February 3 to continue our
discussion on legislative priorities. Present at this meeting were State Board members Liz Bauer
and myself, Dr. Jeremy Hughes, Carol Wolenberg, Bob Morris, and Eileen Hamilton. In

addition, we had input from Carolyn Curtin, Marianne McGuire, John Austin and Reginald
Turner.

The result of this meeting is the attached table entitled “2005 Legislative Priorities.” In
substance, these issues are similar to what we discussed at the January State Board meeting,
however, we did provide Bob Morris with additional direction on some issues and added some
items. These added issues included increasing Dual Enrollment, Community Youth Workers,
and School Accreditation.

As we discussed at the last State Board meeting, these initiatives will evolve as the current
legislative session moves forward. We suspect some of these proposals will move through the

process, some may not. Regardless, all of these issues are of such merit that they deserve to be
considered by the Legislature.
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2005 Legislative Priorities
State Board of Education

Issue

Description

Status

Comments

Principal Certification

There 1s a strong belief that all
people who come in direct contact
with students receive specific
certification from the state.
Currently, state law does not
require that principals or assistant
principals be certified.

An external work group has been
meeting to develop legislative or
administrative solutions to this
problem. State Board member
Marianne McGuire has been part of
this work group. Some of these
solutions may require new SBE
policy or ligislation.

Increase Drop Out Age

It is believed that no child should
be allowed to drop out of school,
that the cost of the child and
society is too great.

SB4 and HB 4049 have been
introduced. The bills are in their
respective education committees.

Key members of the legislature
have indicated concerns with
simply ¢ hanging the drop out
age. They believe it should be
in conjunction with some other
type of program — perhps an
alternative school program.
MDE staff will be working
with associations to develop
some possible options.

Required Expulsions or Zero
Tolerance

Current law can exclude or
suspend a student from a
classroom indefinitely. While
there are some provisions to insure
children are in a classroom
environment, there is a strong
belief that many children’s
education needs are being
neglected.

Conceptual solutions are being
developed.

Public School Academy Oversight

It is believed that legislation
should be developed to implement
elements of the McPherson
Report.

The McPherson Report and other
1ssues are being reviewed for possible
inclusion in proposed legislation.

The Auditor General has
expressed the need for
additional oversight of PSAs.
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) ~ Issue _ Nagcription il Status !
»mmission has The Department will work with and
that dual enrollment ‘ take the lead in developing methods
o that 50% of all to increase dual enroliment.

~ niors are taking
i some college courses by 2014. _
Pupil Transportation Act (PA187) | There is a need to recodify and ‘ Language has been provided to
bring PA 187 up to date. | Senator Allen, who is developing
legislation.

Community Youth Workers

High School Reform

The State Board adopted a
statement regarding Community
Youth Workers.

Specific legislative language and/or
SBE policies and guidelines will be
developed for State Board
consideration.

| group developing
recommendations and guidelines
for 21* century high schools.
Some of these recommendations
will require new legislation.

Will seek necessary legislation when
the work group makes its report.

Repeal of Antiquated or Unfunded |
Legslation

The MDE and the ISD community
have developed what is referred to
as the ISD Partnership. This effort
has resulted in the review of man
of the traditional relationships

| between the MDE and ISDs.

The MDE is currently reviewing
many state laws to determine
whether they are necessary or
adequatelv funded.

If legislative issues are identified,
they will be developed into legislative
initiatives.

o

i

The Cherry Commission also
makes these changes.

Department staff will finalize the list
of issues and it will be forwarded to
the Legislature.

It is not uncommon for programs
for which there is not adequate
funding to administer. This effort
should help address this problem.

School Accreditation

There is a need to tighten up the
state law in this area to reflect the
tougher standards of NCLB and
EducationYes! The purpose of this
is to insure that schools that do not
receive Title I funds are meeting
rigorous standards.

MDE Staff is developing legislative
language.



