ABSTRACT

Oakland University’s GEAR UP Partnership focuses on the students at Jefferson/Whittier Middle School in the School District of the City of Pontiac.  The targeted GEAR UP cohorts are the entering sixth and seventh graders for 1999-2000 and their families.  For each subsequent year of the grant, the project will add a sixth grade cohort.  At least 65% of Jefferson/Whittier students, the majority of whom are African-American, are eligible for the subsidized school lunch program.  The purpose of this grant is to give these disadvantaged students the skills, encouragement and preparation needed to pursue postsecondary education.

This project builds on existing reform efforts in the school and community with the goal of creating systemic change that will guarantee its continuation beyond the grant funding cycle.  Informed by research and effective practice, this GEAR UP Partnership has the following objectives:

1. To establish an effective GEAR UP partnership that will serve the needs of targeted students, teachers, and parents/guardians and will be sustained after grant funding is terminated.

2. To prepare Jefferson/Whittier teachers, parents/guardians, and students for a new more rigorous curriculum.

3. To provide in every year of grant funding academic programs and services to students, teachers, and parents/guardians that supplement and enhance a rigorous curriculum.

4. To provide throughout the funding cycle co-curricular programs and services that raise the awareness of targeted students and their parents/

guardians that postsecondary education is necessary and affordable.

The proposed activities include curricular reform, technological assistance, professional development, Saturday and after-school programs, tutoring mentoring, counseling, college visits, financial aid and college information sessions, and parent programs.

