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National 2005 Service-Learning Conference 


Call for Proposals





The National Youth Leadership Council requests proposals for workshops at The 16th Annual National Service-Learning Conference in Long Beach, California, on March 17-19, 2005. The conference theme, Educating for Change, inspires proposals that address innovative, forward thinking approaches to service-learning and education that engages participants. Proposals must address some elements of service-learning and fall into one of the conference main topic areas, or strands.


Sharing Our Knowledge


Creating New Insights


Strengthening Our Field 





Submissions must be postmarked by September 30, 2004. To download an application for your submission go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.nylc.org" ��www.nylc.org�.





 





Professional Development Opportunities





 JULY 2004





     IDS Service-Learning Course- Maine. For registration      


information contact � HYPERLINK "mailto:dschorr@usm.maine.edu" ��dschorr@usm.maine.edu�.





Earth Force Summer Institute on Service-Learning-


Denver, Colorado. For more information contact Nicole Tembrock at � HYPERLINK "mailto:nicloe.earthforce@comcast.net" ��nicloe.earthforce@comcast.net�. 





AUGUST 2004





Community Service-Learning Living Democracy: 


History, Civics, and Community Service-Learning-


Auburn, Maine. Contact Jessica Donner at � HYPERLINK "mailto:donner@doe.mass.edu" ��donner@doe.mass.edu� for more information.





5-6	Advanced Service-Learning- St. Paul, MN. Contact Bryan Worra at � HYPERLINK "mailto:bworra@nylc.org" ��bworra@nylc.org� for more info.











Make The School Board Your Ally by Dr. Sheldon H. Berman





To survive and grow in a school district, service-learning must be supported by the district’s school board and embedded in district policy. Because today’s school boards are focused on standards, testing, and accountability, advocates have to convince them that service-learning is an important vehicle for achieving both district and wider social goals. The following strategies can help persuade school board members to support district wide use of service-learning as a core teaching practice. To gain their support takes time, and persistence. To retain their support requires high quality service-learning projects.





Address school board members’ needs. Put yourself in school board members’ shoes. Take their concerns about service-learning seriously. Learn more about what will motivate individual school board members to support service-learning and then build on this motivation.


Offer vivid examples. Provide the school board with information about high-quality service-learning projects that tightly link to powerful instructional units within the curriculum. Explain how the service-learning component extends and deepens student learning. 








 





Project APOSTLE (A Program Of Service - Teaching, Learning, Experiencing)





Marquette-Alger RESA’s (MARESA) Project APOSTLE (A Program Of Service - Teaching, Learning, Experiencing) is one of the five Michigan ISD/Higher Education Partnership funded by a Learn and Serve Grant. This 3-year proposal will blend the partnering experience between MARESA and Northern Michigan University’s School of Education (NMU) to advance academic service - learning (ASL) in schools in Marquette and Alger Counties. It will also extend this experience with partners in the Eastern Upper Peninsula Intermediate School District (EUPISD) and Lake Superior State University (LSSU).  The project will work to increase the number of teachers and classrooms that provide service-learning opportunities to their students. By the end of the three-year grant all schools in each of the five counties will have at least one classroom, integrating service-learning into their respective curriculum. Student teachers from Northern Michigan University- College of Education will play a critical role in assisting teachers in the schools with implementing their service-learning projects. The university will continue to support and maintain it’s Academic Service-Learning website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.nmu.edu/education/asl/" �www.nmu.edu/education/asl/� in addition to the creation of a Project APOSTLE site for use by all teachers in the project.  Links from local schools to these sites will be established and support for individual teacher websites and their service-learning projects will be provided as well.  The project will offer two events during its’ first year of operations to all interested teachers in the Upper Peninsula. These include the MARESA’s ASL Summer Institute that will take place at NMU, June 23-24, 2004, and a Fall 2004 Professional Development Conference on Academic Service-Learning. For more information on the project or their training opportunities, contact Bob Koehs at 906-226-5116 or e-mail him at � HYPERLINK "mailto:bkoehs@maresa.k12.mi.us" �bkoehs@maresa.k12.mi.us�.

















Service-Learning Resources 





The National Service-Learning Clearinghouse, a program of Learn and Serve America, provides timely information and relevant resources to support service-learning programs and practitioners. The following are just a few of the great resources one can find on their web site.


Hot Topics- This is a collection of useful resources on timely topics including Civic & History, Evaluation & Assessment, Partnerships and more.  � HYPERLINK "http://www.servicelearning.org/article/archive/106" ��www.servicelearning.org/article/archive/106�


Service-Learning Lesson Plans, Syllabi, and Curricula- This links to examples of service-learning programs for all educational levels. � HYPERLINK "http://www.servicelearning.org/article/archive/41" ��www.servicelearning.org/article/archive/41� 


NSLC Service-Learning Links- Browse carefully selected links in the area of Funding, Civic Education, Reflection, Impacts and Outcomes, and many more.  � HYPERLINK "http://www.servicelearning.org/article/archive/44" ��www.servicelearning.org/article/archive/44� 


Fact Sheets-Newest fact sheets prepared by experts in service-learning include “Citizenship and Service-Learning in K-12 Schools” and “Risk Management and Liability in Higher Education Service-Learning”. � HYPERLINK "http://www.servicelearning.org/article/archive/32" ��www.servicelearning.org/article/archive/32�  




















3	Showcase success. Get teachers and students on the school board agenda frequently to spotlight their service-learning accomplishments.  Board members need to hear students’ own words about the power of their service-learning experiences.


4. 	Recognize achievement. School board members appreciate having district students, teachers, administrators, or schools acknowledged. This recognition can take many forms –positive media stories, endorsements from community groups, or awards.





With school board support, coupled with appropriate district policies, service-learning should have the resource base to strengthen and sustain it over the long term. 





For the full text of his article go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.service-learningpartnership.org/publications" ��www.service-learningpartnership.org/publications� then click on the link Talk It Up.
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To share information about service-learning topics or resources, please call the MCSC at 517.241.2553, 


Email � HYPERLINK "mailto:algrad1@michigan.gov" ��algrad1@michigan.gov� or write


 “Service-Learning Tool Kit,” Michigan Community Service Commission, 1048 Pierpont, Suite 4, Lansing, MI 48913





Quotation of the Month








“ I support service-learning as the foundation for building social capital in our community. We witness the immediate benefits in building students’ esteem and pride. However, the greater payback is more long-term as that pride in self and service becomes integrated in our future leaders”.





By Lynn Valcourt- Member of the Hudson Public School Board in Mass.





The MCSC is firmly committed to providing access, equal opportunity, and reasonable accommodation in its programs, activities, and materials. Please call 517.335.4295 to request accommodations or to obtain materials in an alternate format.
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