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State Board of Education Directs Department To Create Alternate Assessment For Limited English Proficiency Students
January 23, 2003


LANSING – State Board of Education members unanimously adopted a resolution today that would allow local school districts to exempt limited English proficiency students who have been enrolled in school in the U.S. less than three years from taking state assessment tests.

In the resolution, the State Board stated that they believed “it is educationally unsound, unfair, and demoralizing for limited English proficient (LEP) students to take (Michigan Educational Assessment Program [MEAP]) tests they cannot read or comprehend.”

As a result, until the Department of Education creates an alternate assessment for this important group of students, LEP students who have been in school in the U.S. for less than three years may be excused from taking the English-language MEAP tests.

The exemption begins with the 2002-03 MEAP testing window, scheduled to start on Monday in local school districts around the state.

“It is equally unfair to the teachers of these students, who must submit the students to this testing and observe their frustration,” said State Board of Education President Kathleen N. Straus. “While we acknowledge that all students must be assessed, it is not reasonable to reliably assess the achievement of students with severely limited English proficiency without a sufficient instrument.”

Local schools may exempt students if they do not have sufficient English language skills to yield valid and reliable information about their achievement in a subject area.

Additionally, LEP students excluded from MEAP testing will not be included in the calculation of students tested to meet the minimum “95 percent tested” requirement 
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of the federal No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act.

After three years, all students, regardless of level of English proficiency, must be assessed in English, according to the requirements of the federal No Child Left Behind Act.

Schools will determine levels of English proficiency for an individual student based on the student’s scores on the most recent English language proficiency test.

Although the assessments have not yet been created, the State Board directed that alternate forms of LEP testing may be either in the student’s native language, or may be alternative forms of testing, such as simplified English.

Michigan already has an assessment in place – MI-ACCESS – which tests the proficiency of students with severe and/or cognitive impairments.
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