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Deputy Superintendent/Chief Academic Officer

DATE:

July 26, 2005

SUBJ:
SCHOOL REPORT CARDS AND CONSEQUENCES FOR

                  IDENTIFIED SCHOOLS

The Michigan Department of Education is planning the public release of the 2005 Michigan School Report Cards in mid-August.  

If a Title I school is identified for any phase of improvement, the district must promptly notify the parents of each student regarding the option to transfer their child to a school that is not identified for improvement.  This notification must take place not later than the first day of the school year.  However:

· If one of your schools has not made AYP and no appeal has been filed for this school, you should send this letter immediately and not wait for the public release of the report cards.

· If you have filed an appeal for a school not making AYP, you should send this letter immediately upon learning that the appeal has not been granted.

For Title I schools that are identified for Phase 2 or higher, the district must also notify parents of low-income students that they may be eligible to receive supplemental educational services.  Although there is no deadline for this notification, districts are strongly encouraged to notify parents at the beginning of the school year and to begin services in a timely manner thereafter.  The U.S. Department of Education has criticized Michigan for the late start of supplemental educational services in some school districts.

Parents of students attending Title I schools identified for any phase of improvement must also be given the following information:

· an explanation of what the identification means;

· a comparison of the school’s academic achievement to other schools in the district and in the state;

· the reasons for the identification;

· an explanation of what the school is doing to address the achievement problem;

· an explanation of what the district and/or state is doing to help the school address the achievement problem;

· an explanation of how parents can become involved in addressing the achievement problem;

· an explanation of the option to transfer the student to a school that is not identified for improvement.

In addition to these parent notifications, school districts with identified schools are responsible for working with their schools to develop and implement improvement, corrective action, or restructuring plans as required by the phase of each school.  This requirement applies to both Title I and non-Title I schools. Districts may provide the assistance themselves or obtain assistance from their intermediate school districts or other external providers.

The Department will notify districts confirming their identified schools soon after the release of the Report Cards.  A technical assistance and reporting packet will be provided at that time and will also be posted on the Department’s website.  This packet will include sample letters to parents of students attending identified Title I schools.   

If you have questions in the meantime, please contact the Field Services consultant for your region or call (517) 373-4588 to obtain the phone number of your consultant.
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