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North Region 
 

 
 
The North Region is comprised of the 24 northernmost counties of the lower peninsula, 
which are:  Alcona, Alpena, Antrim, Benzie, Charlevoix, Cheboygan, Crawford, Emmet, 
Grand Traverse, Iosco, Kalkaska, Lake, Leelanau, Manistee, Mason, Missaukee, 
Montmorency, Ogemaw, Osceola, Oscoda, Otsego, Presque Isle, Roscommon, and 
Wexford.  Major routes include I-75, US-127, US-23, US-131, and US-31. 
 
The North Region continues to provide quality transportation services for Michigan’s 
highly successful year-round tourism industry.  Preservation of the existing system 
remains a high priority.  The effective passing relief lane program will be continued 
through 2008, with more than 25 miles of passing relief lanes planned for the next four 
years. 
 
MDOT continues a strategy to address operational issues and the removal of 
congestion points, wherever possible, to ensure the smooth flow of traffic. The 
department also continues to address recreational and daily congestion problems in 
specific locations such as Alpena, Cadillac, Gaylord, Grayling, Petoskey, and Traverse 
City. 
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2004 Accomplishments 
 
The North Region awarded 66 projects in 2004, worth more than $82 million in road and 
safety funds.  Since the year 2001, $138 million dollars were awarded in road and 
bridge funds.  This translates to 163 miles of roadway rehabilitated, 18 miles of passing 
relief lanes constructed, and 10 bridges upgraded in the past three years. Highlights of 
the 2004 construction program include: 
 
US-23 Bascule Bridge in the city of Cheboygan 
This mechanical lift bridge carries US-23 traffic over the Cheboygan River, part of the 
inland waterway Chain-of-Lakes system.  The project involved replacing the deck, 
repairing the substructure and mechanical work, and painting the bridge elements to 
preserve the life of the structure.  A new operator’s house is now in place and the old 
operator’s house was preserved with decorative bridge railings to maintain the historic 
significance of this bridge.  The work was completed in the winter and spring in order to 
minimize the impact on the users of the navigable waterway and US-23 vehicular traffic. 
 
Non-motorized corridor in Crawford County 
Transportation Enhancement funding was used to complete two new sections of non-
motorized pathway in Crawford County and a streetscape along the business loop in the 
city of Grayling.  With the completion of the 2005 segment, bicyclists and other non-
motorized travelers will be able to travel from Camp Grayling all the way to Hartwick 
Pines State Park on a designated pathway. 
 
Continuing focus on the US-131 corridor 
Nine miles of northbound US-131 freeway in Osceola County were preserved to 
continue the corridor approach to upgrading surface condition and service life of this 
busy stretch of highway.  The corresponding southbound section is scheduled for the 
upcoming 2005 construction season, as well as work in Antrim County on eight miles of 
the same corridor in the non-freeway section of US-131. 
 
Completion of the M-65 Bridge over the Au Sable River and approach roadway 
realignment 
On M-65, in Iosco County, a new 760-foot span was constructed over the Au Sable 
River and over one mile of roadway realigned at a cost of $7.3 million to greatly improve 
the M-65 corridor.  The goal of these improvements, to enhance safety for commercial 
and recreational traffic heading in and out of northeast Michigan, is being realized as 
the road was opened to traffic one month ahead of schedule and within budget. 
 
M-88 in Antrim County from Mancelona to Bellaire 
This busy tourist corridor was preserved with the crushing and shaping of the existing 
bituminous roadway which was then utilized as the base for new hot mix asphalt placed 
to rejuvenate this stretch of road.  Detailed schedules and timing allowed this work to be 
completed with minimal disruption to vacation and seasonal travelers in the area. 
    
Five Year Road & Bridge Program  
The projects identified in this 2005 to 2009 Five Year Road and Bridge Program for the 
North Region total approximately $166 million. Investments are allocated in the 
following manner: 
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 Amount in Millions of Dollars 

North Region 
Other 

Funding Preserve First Funds Total 2005-2009 
Road Preservation $148 $4 $152 
Bridge Preservation $14 $0 $14 
Total 2005-2009 $162 $4 $166 

(Amounts are rounded to the nearest million dollars) 
 
The North Region’s upcoming road rehabilitation and reconstruction program will 
upgrade more than 448 miles of the region’s 1,977 mile system over the next five years, 
and includes approximately 25 miles of new passing relief lanes. The bridge program 
will address 43 (nine percent) of the region’s 453 structures. Additionally, Capital 
Preventive Maintenance (CPM) funds are programmed annually for a significant number 
of projects designed to preserve the condition of the region’s roads and extend their 
pavement life .  
 
North Region Miles of Road Number of Bridges 
Total in Region 1,977 453 
Scheduled to be Worked on  448 43 
Percentage of Region 23 % 9 % 

 
Public Involvement 
Two listening sessions were held in North Region.  One was held on January 13th in 
Traverse City and the other was held on January 14th in Alpena.  A brief summary 
follows. 
 
There were a total of six written comments and 16 verbal comments between the two 
sessions.  Comments included increasing safety and options for non-motorized travel.  
There is an interest in increasing east/west access across the region through increasing 
passing relief lanes and the possibility of an east/west freeway in northern Michigan.  
The need and benefits of increasing the gas tax as a method of improving service and 
solving funding for projects was also suggested.  Appreciation of MDOT and the 
listening sessions were also included in the comments. 
 
Corridor Improvement Strategies 
 
Corridor improvement strategies are being developed and implemented as individual 
projects.  Targeted corridors are M-72, US-23, M-65, and M-115 as well as the major 
north-south routes of I-75 and US-131.  Access management planning, reconstruction, 
and passing relief lanes are being used to improve the heavily traveled M-72 corridor 
between Traverse City (US-31) and Grayling (I-75).   
 
During this past construction season, the M-65 corridor strategy included replacement 
of the bridge over the Au Sable River to eliminate truck restrictions at this location and 
to provide an alternative commercial route to US-23. 
 
The strategy for the US-131 corridor includes the construction of a limited-access 
transition from the end of the new freeway, south of the Manistee River to north of M-
113.  Construction is scheduled to begin in 2005.  The work will be completed without 
the Manistee River Bridge being widened. 
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