Michigan Department of Environmental Quality regulations require that the campground owner take the necessary measures to reduce populations of mosquitoes and other insects of public health significance.   

Public health concerns have become of special concern to campground owners and managers due to the increase of West Nile Virus throughout Michigan. Michigan campground managers may be considering hiring a commercial mosquito control firm or using campground staff for mosquito control.  

As with other kinds of pesticide applications, pesticides used for mosquito control are regulated by the Michigan Department of Agriculture (MDA).   The following items covered in Michigan pesticide regulations are of concern for all campground owners or managers who choose to apply pesticides for mosquito control.

CAMPGROUNDS MAY CHOOSE TO HIRE A PESTICIDE APPLICATOR FIRM for mosquito control.  When doing so, ensure that the chosen firm is:

· Currently licensed as a pesticide applicator firm with the State of Michigan in category 7F, Mosquitoes.  Licensed firms are required to carry liability insurance that covers pesticide-related damage.

· Using applicators for mosquito applications that are currently certified or registered in category 7F, Mosquitoes.

CAMPGROUND STAFF (INCLUDING OWNERS, MANAGERS AND EMPLOYEES) APPLYING PESTICIDES must comply with following Michigan pesticide regulations:

· Certain persons must become certified or registered to apply pesticides by passing required tests that cover the proper usage of pesticides.  In regards to mosquito control, the required tests are the Core (general pesticide-related practices) and category 7F, Mosquito Control.  

Any person applying a pesticide that must be mixed or placed into a different container for application must become certified. 

Campground staff does not need to become certified or registered if applying only ready-to-use products.  ‘Ready-to-use’ pesticide means a pesticide that is applied directly from its original container consistent with label directions that does not require mixing or loading prior to application. 

Mosquito control, ‘dunks’ applied to water may qualify as ready-to-use products.  Products applied as fogs, mists or general foliar applications are not ready-to-use pesticides.
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· Pesticides must be used in a manner consistent with the label.  Read and follow the label directions!

1. Do not use more pesticide than the amount recommended on the label.  You must know the size of the area you are treating and calculate the amount of pesticide needed to treat that area.  Guestimating is not acceptable.  Don’t double the amount of pesticide or add less water because the container is too small for all the water.  Using too much pesticide is not only a violation; it may not work better and does increase the risk of exposure or have other adverse effects.

2. Use the pesticide only in locations listed on the label.  If the location you wish to treat is not on the label, you can not use that pesticide.  The manufacturer may have not tested the product’s efficacy in that location or may have tested it under those conditions and found it ineffective or to pose unacceptable hazards. 

3. Dispose of any excess pesticide and containers as directed on the label.  If pesticide is leftover, store it as directed on the label or dispose of it by applying it to additional sites in accordance with the label.  Do not pour excess pesticides into the ground or bury them in holes as this may lead to groundwater contamination.

· Regulations require that pesticides shall be applied in a manner that minimizes the exposure of nontarget humans, livestock, domestic animals, and wildlife to the pesticides.  Multi-use properties such as campgrounds must advise residents by posting applications for not less than 24 hours.  

1. Post notification at campground entrances and communal gathering areas—preferably before and after the application.  Notification should include date of application, contact person & phone number (or name of, address & phone number of commercial firm hired), active ingredient of pesticide used, and any precautionary statements that are pertinent.

2. It is also recommended that campgrounds provide written information to campers at the time of check-in if an application is anticipated during their stay.

· Applicators who use a pesticide must wear long pants, pesticide-resistant footwear, long-sleeved clothing and gloves that are impervious to the pesticide.  In addition, the applicator must wear any additional equipment required by the pesticide label.

· Any person who mixes, loads or otherwise uses pesticides shall have immediate access to a spill kit.   A spill kit must be able to contain, minimize, absorb and/or recover spills, leaks, releases or other discharges of pesticides.  Accidents can and do happen, so be prepared. Commercial soak ups or kitty litter, a shovel and plastic bag will take care of most small liquid pesticide spills.

· All commercial certified applicators are required to keep records of pesticide applications.  Pesticide records should include the following:

1. Date of application  

2. Pesticide name including the EPA Registration number  

3. Pesticide concentration, rate of application and method of application & amount applied

4. Location of the application

5. It is also recommended that records of applications at campgrounds include the time of day of the application, common name of the pesticide used and name of the applicator and/or person who can answer questions regarding the application.

MDA also recommends that records be maintained of ready-to-use applications made by applicators that are not required to be certified.   Pesticide records are useful references in case of exposure and determining pesticide efficacy

· Although not required, campground management may wish to notify people on the following lists if they live near the campground. These are the Turf & Ornamental Registry (which lists persons with medical problems that might make them more sensitive to pesticides than the average person) and the Mosquito Spraying Objectors List.  Both lists are available from MDA.

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON REGULATIONS REGARDING MOSQUITO CONTROL CALL THE MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AT 517-373-1087.

www.michigan.gov/mda

PESTICIDE REGULATIONS FOR MOSQUITO CONTROL ON CAMPGROUNDS
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