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MSHDA Really Can Make Dreams Come True
LANSING – For a number of years Benjamin Williams, a resident of Dearborn Heights dreamed of owning his own home.  As a renter, he was under the impression that he could not afford to buy a property or own a house.  While browsing the State of Michigan Web site, Williams came across the Key to Own homeownership program within MSHDA’s Office of Existing Housing.  After inquiring, he was sent an information packet that included a checklist of steps that would lead him to homeownership.


“At first it was so confusing,” said Williams.  “I wasn’t sure what I needed to do to purchase a home.  But the people at MSHDA have been great.  They have guided me through the whole process step-by-step.”


Immediately, Williams began working with a realtor for a property in Dearborn Heights that was more financially achievable than the property he was currently renting through the Section 8 program.  He sees now that the steps he went through to become a homeowner were simpler than he had anticipated.

Just a month later, Williams moved into his new home.  Facing mental challenges, he was surprised that the process went so smoothly, and that his disability never turned into a problem.  There was only one small setback that occurred during the inspection process.  

“There were some insulation issues with the house, and I thought was it all falling apart,” Williams said.  “But MSHDA ended up financing some of the home repairs through another program and I was able to move in after all.”

Williams indicated that the Social Security payments he receives were not enough to pay for the insulation replacement and home repairs, leading him to believe that he would not be able to own a home after all.   

The house Williams now owns is in Dearborn Heights and was recently renovated with all new kitchen and bathroom fixtures as well as new carpet and paint.  There was a minimal amount of work that needed doing, other than to turn it from a house into a home.  According to Williams, being part of the MSHDA programs has given him pride in being a homeowner and strengthened his hopes for the future.

“There are all kinds of things to do now that I own my own home,” said Williams.  “I had my first barbeque last week, and invited all my neighbors and family over to celebrate.”

Williams was quick to point out his appreciation for all the assistance and guidance provided by the people and the programs at MSHDA.  He feels as though he is more secure now that he owns his home and is not expected to make rental payments for the rest of his life.  He is proud to be a homeowner, thanks in part to MSHDA.

“MSHDA really can make dreams come true.”
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