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MSHDA Program Guides Single Mother to a Better Life

LANSING - Possibilities for an improved lifestyle have a way of presenting themselves in unusual packages.  When life seems to suddenly take a turn for the worse, opportunities for a better tomorrow miraculously begin to appear.  


This is the experience that one Muskegon resident had when she was informed that she was being forced to move out of her subsidized apartment building in lieu of new ownership.  


After finding out that a college was going to be purchasing the apartment complex in which she resided, Chartrese Carter began to feel that she might not have anywhere to go.  Shortly after receiving this news, she was introduced to the MSHDA programs through her apartments.


“It all came at the right time,” said Carter.  “Before finding out about MSHDA’s programs, I would never have considered buying a house.”


Carter was not only excited to find out that she was eligible for MSHDA’s Key to Own program, but she found much needed guidance in the classes she took through the programming.  She also noted that the MSHDA staff was extremely kind and helpful through every step of the process to homeowenership.  

“Anytime I had even the most insignificant question, they would call me back immediately.”


As a single mom, Carter found that the MSHDA programs supported her needs.  Her seven year-old daughter now has a space of her own, and since she owns the house, they are able to redo her room any way she wants.  Carter was also able to keep a promise to her daughter.  Since they now have their own home, her daughter got a dog for Christmas.  


Owning her own home means having a place to celebrate with family, and spend more time with the people that they didn’t have room for when they lived in their apartment.  Carter and her daughter have a lot more space, including a back yard and a swing set that they call their own.  


“I feel a lot more comfortable with the house than I did renting the apartment.  I was actually paying more then.  There are a few different bills now, but the house is mine.”


After having worked with MSHDA and her participation in the Key to Own classes, Carter feels that she is much more knowledgeable about what it means to own her own home.  She was very thankful for all of the kind staff members who guided her through the biggest decision of her life.


“If it wasn’t for the MSHDA program, I would never have considered buying a house.  The program gave me all the confidence I needed because before this, I didn’t know anything about buying a home.”
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