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Habitat for Humanity Builds Homes and Dreams

LANSING - Having lived a life that some could not even fathom, Wonda Rhymes persevered through her struggles with the help of her belief in God, Habitat for Humanity and the MSHDA programs.

By the age of 20, Rhymes had three small children to care for.  In this same year, her mother passed away, leaving her with much more responsibility than she could have ever imagined.  She was married and also owned her own business; a state funded day-care for needy children in the Kalamazoo community.  Her marriage failed, and she was left to tend to three growing children on her own.

The past year has been quite a difficulty for Rhymes, beginning with the loss of her house.  She had been renting a house in Kalamazoo, and the renters decided that they wanted to take back the rented property.  She and her children were given three months to move out, but Rhymes “moved out immediately.  I put my life in the hands of the Lord.”  The family then moved into a small local apartment until more money was available to find another house.

It had been a goal for Rhymes to be able to purchase a head stone for her mother, and she had been working steadily as a machine operator for three years, saving money to memorialize her mother’s grave.  During her daily commutes, she passed the Habitat for Humanity building, unaware that her future was awaiting her just inside the doors.  The day she decided to stop in and find out what the organization was about was a lucky day for the Rhymes family.  Within 24 hours she had filed the paperwork and was working with the program.

Rhymes lost her job and her son in that same year.  Her youngest son was ill, having lived with chronic asthma his entire life.  He was placed on a breathing machine for a short time, and died in his bed at age 16.  Her other children were devastated by the loss of their youngest brother and their home.  The Habitat for Humanity program, and the Michigan State Housing Development Authority worked hard to guide Rhymes and her children into a home that they could call their own.

“Through all of this I’m still in Habitat, and 60 days from now I will be moving into my new home,” said Rhymes.  “God ended up blessing me, and I still thank him for that.”  

One of the reasons that Rhymes is so proud to have worked with these organizations is the community involvement and support offered to those in need of new opportunities to succeed.

“These programs offer a different value for life, and they have truly changed me and my family.”

In less that two months, the Rhymes family will be in their own home, and will be able to set new goals for the future.  These young adults will have more opportunities than ever to prove to the world that they can succeed.  
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