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State Board of Education Welcomes Michigan Teacher Of The Year To The Table 
February 27, 2003


LANSING – Underscoring the importance of teachers in the educational process, State Board of Education members added a seat at the table for Michigan’s Teacher of the Year.

The Michigan Teacher of the Year will serve as a non-voting member of the State Board of Education and will provide a front-line, practical perspective for educational policymakers.  The current 2002-03 Michigan Teacher of the Year is Susan Gutierrez, a middle school social studies teacher at Forest Hills Central Middle School near Grand Rapids.  

“Michigan’s Teacher of the Year will join us at the policymaking table to provide valuable insights from their front-line teaching experience,” said Kathleen N. Straus, State Board of Education President.  “Susan Gutierrez, and those that follow her, will be a value-added voice on behalf of education practitioners and their students.”
“Governor Jennifer Granholm has repeatedly said that teachers will have a parallel seat across from the state’s policymakers,” said Michigan Superintendent of Public Instruction Tom Watkins.  “Beginning today, they will have both a chair and a voice at our table.”

Michigan’s two largest teacher unions also praised the move.

"The best way to improve public education in Michigan is to include those who know the most about teaching and learning - teachers," said Lu Battaglieri, president of the Michigan Education Association (MEA). "For too long public school employees have been left out of the discussion.  MEA applauds the State Board of Education and Superintendent Tom Watkins for bringing Michigan's Teacher of the Year to the policy-making table."

“Adding the Michigan Teacher of the Year makes perfect sense,” said David Hecker, president of the Michigan Federation of Teachers. “Before Michigan makes decisions that affect educators, they will have direct input from a classroom teacher to shape it.”
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