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Waverly Educator Named 2003-2004 Michigan Teacher Of The Year
May 12, 2003



LANSING – William R. Cecil was named 2003-2004 Michigan Teacher of the Year today during a surprise visit from Michigan Superintendent of Public Instruction Tom Watkins.


Cecil, a fifth grade teacher at Waverly Intermediate School, Waverly Public Schools with more than 16 years of classroom experience, was selected from more than 20 regional semifinalists statewide.


The Department of Education has used this award annually since 1980 to honor Michigan’s exemplary educators.  As part of the award, the Department of Education will welcome Cecil as a staff member during his tenure as Teacher of the Year.


“In his application, supervisors and staff members told us that Bill has a passion for making a difference in the lives of his students,” Watkins said. “His proven skills as a teacher, mentor, and creative leader make him the perfect ambassador for the teaching profession in Michigan.”


"Michigan's Teacher of Year serves as a guidepost for all of us," said Governor Jennifer M. Granholm. "The Michigan Teacher of the Year represents the tens of thousands of phenomenal teachers who are giving their professional lives in service to molding the minds of our children.  We are thrilled to welcome Bill Cecil as this year's shining example of a high quality Michigan teacher."
Kathleen Straus, State Board of Education President, called his selection “an excellent opportunity to recognize one of Michigan’s outstanding teachers.  We look forward to Mr. Cecil’s affiliation with the Department at the state level.”


Cecil holds a Bachelor of Science in Education degree from Western Michigan University. He also has completed graduate work in science, cooperative learning, peer coaching, sociology, theater, and classroom management from Western Michigan University, the University of Michigan, and Michigan State University.


Employed by the Waverly Community School District since 1986, he is a fifth grade general education teacher, focusing on language arts and social studies.  


He is a member of the Waverly Education Association, the Michigan Education Association, the National Education Association, and has served on the Waverly Community School District’s Staff Development/Evaluation Team.


From 1989 to 2001, Cecil also was a member of the Theater Department at Lansing Community College, where he taught improvisation and Introduction to Acting.


He was selected for inclusion in the Who’s Who Among America’s Teachers in 2000, and was recognized by the Ingham Intermediate School District as a master teacher in 2001 and 2002.


The other educators who had been selected as state-level finalists for the Michigan Teacher of the Year Award were:

· Amy Hodgson, Fowlerville Community Schools

· Janine Kopera, Melvindale-Northern Allen Park Schools

· Robert Stephenson, Okemos Public Schools

· Carole Turner, Ishpeming Public Schools
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