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LINKING TITLE III


Language Instruction for Limited English Proficient and Immigrant Students





How do exemplary practices in language instruction for English language learners and immigrant students relate to service-learning?





Service-learning as a strategy for language instruction for English language learners and immigrant students shows enormous promise based on the research literature on what works for the educational achievement of these student populations. The research literature indicates that language instruction programs for English language learners and immigrant students are most effective when:





1. There is a clear vision for instruction with organized goals and leadership;


2. There is an innovative link between core academic curriculum and language learning instruction;


3. Classroom activities integrate various elements of students’ home culture;


4. The curriculum motivates students by making direct connections to what students want to learn;


5. Active teaching or hands-on learning behaviors using kinesthetic learning compliment and reinforce visual and auditory strategies;


6. Cooperative learning enables students to learn from each other by pairing them in respect to their varying levels of language acquisition;


7. Peers serve as each others’ supports and standards for achievement; 


8. There is family involvement in the learning process that models the importance of learning. Family members attend school events and training programs, and recognize student achievements;


9. Community partnerships facilitate communication and collaboration in the development of programs for learning; and


10. Professional development opportunities exist for teachers and administrators to learn and share effective strategies for working with English language learners and immigrant students.





Sources


The National Clearinghouse for English Language Acquisition � HYPERLINK "http://www.ncbe.gwu.edu" ��http://www.ncbe.gwu.edu�


Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages � HYPERLINK "http://www.tesol.org/index.html" ��http://www.tesol.org/index.html�














What is Youth Leaders for Literacy?


Youth Leaders for Literacy is an initiative of the National Education Association (NEA) and � HYPERLINK "http://www.ysa.org/" \t "_blank" �Youth Service America (YSA)� to help youth direct their enthusiasm and creativity into reading-related service projects. During the six-week program period and beyond, we hope to create a groundswell of literacy service in communities across the country.


The NEA and Youth Service America developed the Youth Leaders for Literacy program in 2001 to encourage and celebrate literacy service of our nation's young people, and to provide them with resources to conduct reading-related activities that benefit others. Making a difference in the lives of America's children is what the relationship between the NEA and YSA is all about. For more information visit the National Education Association











Training Resources from LEARNS





LEARNS has a rich array of literacy tutoring resources.  Here are a few examples of what we have to offer.





Tutoring Resources:


Tools for tutor program management and training, such as: 


CNCS/LEARNS Web-Based Tutor Training: �HYPERLINK "http://www.nwrel.org/learns/web-based/index.php"��http://www.nwrel.org/learns/web-based/index.php�


* The Tutor Newsletter (all back issues are downloadable and you can sign up for our mailing list): �HYPERLINK "http://www.nwrel.org/learns/tutor/index.html"��http://www.nwrel.org/learns/tutor/index.html�


* LEARNS Tutor Training Videos: �HYPERLINK "http://www.nwrel.org/learns/trainingopps/videos/index.html"��http://www.nwrel.org/learns/trainingopps/videos/index.html�


* Games and Word Activities: �HYPERLINK "http://www.nwrel.org/learns/trainingopps/games/index.html"��http://www.nwrel.org/learns/trainingopps/games/index.html�





LEARNS is a partnership of the Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory and the Bank Street College of Education. They provide training and technical assistance to Corporation for National and Community Service, 21stCCLC, and Federal Work Study projects focused on tutoring, mentoring, literacy, and out-of-school time











Literacy Through Service-Learning Conference�April 27-28, 2006


Location:�Melville, NY or New York, NY


Sponsors:�The New York Metropolitan Service-Learning Institute


April 27, 2006, 9am-2pm — Newsday, A.Patterson Building, 25 Deshon Rd. Melville, NY 11747�April 28, 2006, 9am-2pm — Pace University Amphitheatre, 1 Pace Plaza, New York, NY 10038


Features a presentation by Cathryn Berger Kaye, National Service-Learning Author & Consultant. This presentation will provide practical training and application in character education and service learning for educators K-16.


Register for either of these events by April 20th.


Contact: Maureen Connolly�Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:mconnolly@molloy.edu" �mconnolly@molloy.edu��Phone: 516-678-5000 X6956�Web: � HYPERLINK "http://www.pace.edu" \t "_blank" �http://www.pace.edu�











To share information about service-learning topics or resources, please call the MCSC at 517.241.2553, 


Email � HYPERLINK "mailto:gilmant@michigan.gov" ��gilmant@michigan.gov� or write


 “Service-Learning Tool Kit,” Michigan Community Service Commission, 1048 Pierpont, Suite 4, Lansing, MI 48913





The MCSC is firmly committed to providing access, equal opportunity, and reasonable accommodation in its programs, activities, and materials. Please call 517.335.4295 to request accommodations or to obtain materials in an alternate format.
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