RICHARD P. MCNELIS

Associate General Counsel, 

Florida Department of Health
Summary Of Qualifications:

Management:
Supreme Court-certified trial court mediator, proven evaluator and negotiator.

Skilled in conveying concise concepts and strategic planning.



Accomplished national speaker on health topics and excellent writer.

Maintain extensive client contact in high-profile practice area.

Develop nationwide health law-related relationships.

Develop integrated health/law enforcement/judiciary response to health crises.

Coordinate with legal counsel for 67 Florida county health departments.

Litigation:
Advise on changes to Florida health statutes in light of proposed Model State Emergency Health Powers Act, and related rule revisions.

Successfully conducted novel strategies in numerous prosecution and defense actions in professional discipline, environmental, regulatory, variance and waiver, and civil trial actions.

Extensive experience in settlement, mediation and informal advocacy.

Significant attainment in civil and administrative litigation and rulemaking process.

Education:

Florida State University

Florida State University

Tallahassee FL


Tallahassee FL

Juris Doctor, 1993


Bachelor of Arts., 1985, Asian Studies






Mandarin Chinese language

Career History (Legal):

Florida Department of Health, Associate General Counsel, Bioterror Attorney: Carry out key role in legal aspects of bioterror and pandemic disease control response plans; evaluate and recommend action of Florida public health legal preparedness and readiness; develop working relationships with HHS/CDC; develop working relationships with other-state health counsel; prepare and guide re-drafted quarantine procedures and forms with input of law enforcement and judiciary partners; travel and speak on health-related legal concerns of state and federal partners; legal counsel to five Incident Management Teams during Hurricane Season 2004; member of Departmental Behavioral Mental Health team during Hurricane Season 2004; legal counsel to Department’s Computer Security Incident Response Team, 2004-pres.

Florida Department of Health, Assistant General Counsel, Departmental ADR Coordinator: Presently implementing a new Department-wide Alternative Dispute Resolution program; key role in legal aspects of bioterror and zoonotic disease control response plans, extensive regulatory and litigation practice representing 26 Environmental Health programs and staff, 1999-2004.

Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Assistant General Counsel: Litigated petroleum cleanup cases and audit recovery (overpayment) actions, 1998-99.

The Florida Bar, Assistant Staff Counsel: Litigated Florida Supreme Court trial and appellate professional disciplinary actions, advised grievance committees, grievance mediations 1995-98. 

Bush & Derr, P.A., Litigation Associate: Litigated legal malpractice insurance defense actions, 1993-94.

Career History (Non-Legal):

Freelance writer of features, series, and advertising materials, 1988-90.

Copam Computer Mfg. Co., Editor, Technical Writing Dept., Taipei, Taiwan, ROC: Supervised staff of Chinese technical writers preparing operations manuals, prepared advertising materials and trade show materials for international markets, 1986-87.

Union Pacific RR, Wyoming Division, crane operator: Worked independently on right-of-way and special construction projects for EPA approval, 1978-83.

Agriculture, central Wyoming area ranches: Worked roundups, winter feeding, and horseback freight packer, 1972-78.

Activities:

Competitor, American Endurance Ride Conference, SE Distance Riders Association, 1997-pres. Ha
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