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REGULAR MEETING
I.
CALL TO ORDER
Mr. Flanagan called the meeting to order at 9:16 a.m.

II.
INFORMATIONAL FOLDER ITEMS
A.
Information on the No Child Left Behind Progress Report on Districts with Less Than 90% of the Teachers Reported as Highly Qualified

B.
Special Education Advisory Committee Quick Notes – December 7, 2005

III.
AGENDA FOLDER ITEM
A.
Revised Page 5 of Minutes of November 15, 2005 Board Meeting

IV.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND ORDER OF PRIORITY
A.
2005-2006 Legislatively-Designated Grant; Central Assessment Lending Library – added to agenda

B.
2004-2005 NCLB – Title II Statewide Activities – Continuation – added to agenda

C.
Approval of the Revised Michigan Definition for Identifying Highly Qualified Teachers – added to agenda

D.
Approval of Nominations to the Special Education Advisory Committee – added to agenda

Mrs. Danhof requested the following modifications to the agenda:

E.
Approval of School Improvement Framework – removed from consent and placed under discussion

F.
Approval of the Revised Michigan Definition for Identifying Highly Qualified Teachers – removed from consent and placed under discussion

Mrs. Danhof moved, seconded by Mrs. Straus, that the State Board of Education approve the agenda and order of priority, as modified.

The motion carried unanimously.
V.
INTRODUCTION OF STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION MEMBERS, DEPARTMENT STAFF, AND GUESTS
Mrs. Eileen Hamilton, State Board Executive, introduced members of the State Board of Education, and Department staff.

Mr. Flanagan welcomed Mr. David Hollister, Director of the Michigan Department of Labor and Economic Growth, and former Mayor of Lansing.  Mr. Hollister offered comments later in the meeting.

VI.
APPROVAL OF HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
Dr. Jeremy Hughes, Chief Academic Officer; Mr. Mark Thomas, Principal, Northview High School, and President, Michigan Association of Secondary School Principals; and Mr. Mike Schmidt, Contributions Director for Education, Ford Motor Company Fund; presented Approval of High School Graduation Requirements.

Mr. Flanagan said that at the November 15, 2005 State Board meeting he presented a set of recommendations to increase Michigan high school graduation requirements, and this item is returning to the Board for approval.  He said the Michigan Merit Curriculum includes the Michigan Merit Core and 21st Century Applied Learning Core.  He said this is a matter of economic development and social justice.

Dr. Hughes said Department staff have been making presentations to various groups, and the Department website dedicated to high school graduation requirements has received more than 500 e-mails.  He said comments were clustered around several areas:  (1) distinction between English 9, 10, 11 and 12; (2) Algebra II requirement, (3) geography as a credit; (4) world history definition; (5) career and technical education scheduling and highly qualified teacher requirement; (6) world language requirement; (7) fine arts definition; and (8) instruction in both health and physical education.

Dr. Hughes said the student graduation requirements are for credit not courses, and it is an invitation to schools to be creative in determining how students may receive credit outside traditional courses.  He said every Michigan student would complete an online credit or noncredit course or learning experience.  He said there is an opportunity for a student’s curriculum to be modified after the third year of experience in the curriculum.  He said the student, family, and school personnel would determine the modification of the student’s individual learning plan for the fourth year.  Mr. Flanagan said he truly believes that all students can meet the high school graduation requirements with the proper supports.
Mr. Hollister said he is representing the Michigan Economic Development Corporation Board, the Council of Economic Advisors, and the Council on Labor and Economic Growth, all of which have taken action to endorse the high school graduation requirements being considered today.  He said workforce development is key to retaining Michigan’s manufacturing base and diversifying the economy.  He said the Board’s action on the issue of high school graduation requirements is one of the most significant things that has happened during his 40 year career.  

Mr. Flanagan said requirements begin with the freshman class of 2006-2007 (the graduating class of 2010).  He said if legislation to support this requirement has not been signed into law by March 1, 2006, the requirement will begin with the freshman class of 2007-08.  

Mrs. Straus said she, Carolyn Curtin, Jeremy Hughes, and Robert Morris, have been meeting with members of the House and Senate Education Committees regarding the high school graduation requirements, and there is support in the House and Senate.  She said there is a concern about local control that will be addressed in the future.  

Mrs. Straus said she previously mentioned The Algebra Project that was started by Dr. Bob Moses, a civil rights activist as a student who now possesses a Harvard Ph.D. in mathematics.  Dr. Moses said that what the Voting Rights Act was to the Civil Rights Movement in the 20th Century, Algebra will be in the 21st Century.  Mrs. Straus said there have been assumptions made that some students cannot learn Algebra, and that is not true.  She said all students can learn Algebra, if they have well prepared teachers who are trained to teach differently than they may have taught in the past.  

Mr. Austin said the skills in the 21st Century Applied Learning Core are essential, in addition to the academics of Michigan Merit Core.  He said mastery of skills and competencies delivered creatively and flexibly are crucial.

Mr. Schmidt said the skills of the 21st Century Applied Learning Core include:  global literacy; civic literacy; financial, economic, and entrepreneurial literacy; information and communications technology literacy; thinking and problem-solving, interpersonal and self-directional skills, information and communication; and accelerated learning.  He said the business community is in constant discussion regarding this lack of 21st Century skills and their importance in the rapidly changing world.

Mr. Thomas said the “what” is relatively easy and is determined by data.  He said it is now time to determine “how” to deliver the Michigan Merit Curriculum to students in the best possible fashion.

Mrs. Curtin said she believes it is time for the State Board of Education to set requirements regarding the issue of high school graduation requirements.  She said she has a great deal of respect for the task force members and the people that worked on the requirements.  She said she considers herself a representative of small school districts, because of her geographic location.  She said she is concerned about a possible rise in high school dropout rates, and she has had many people speak to her regarding the Algebra II requirement, which also greatly concerns her.  She said the curriculum modification plan is good, if it is carried out at the local school district level.  She said she will support the high school graduation requirements, but she felt it prudent to express her concerns.
Mrs. McGuire said remediation needs to be done not just with students, but also with parents.  She said coaching needs to be done with parents in community centers and schools so that parents may better help students achieve.

Mrs. McGuire said world languages need to be included, and there are many people who are fluent in the languages that are needed in the global economy.  She said she has been working with a group of people to determine basic qualifications for Arabic teachers.  She said if the plan is to begin teaching world languages in elementary grades, we are missing many current and future middle and high school students.

Mrs. McGuire said she is also concerned about the Algebra II requirement, and believes that there will be a rush to invoke the curriculum modification.  She said she would prefer a requirement of three credits of mathematics, and Algebra II as an elective.

Mrs. Carnell said the Governor believes in this initiative.  She said the Recommendations of the Lieutenant Governor’s Commission on Higher Education and Economic Growth indicated a huge need for remediation at the postsecondary level and in the work place.  She said some students are dropping out of high school, because expectations are too low and school is not challenging.

Mr. Schab said overall teacher response is positive.  He said he has heard concern regarding lack of world languages and technology credit, and costs to school districts.  He said there is a need for clarification regarding math or math-related course must be taken in the senior year.  He said some teachers and school district personnel are discussing the delivery of Algebra I or Algebra II over the course of two years.  Dr. Hughes said this is acceptable and honors local control, creativity, and flexibility.

Mrs. Weiser said world languages must be required in elementary school.  She said she spoke at a Leadership Detroit gathering and three-quarters of the room favored a two-year foreign language requirement.  She said the Board needs to have a vision including world languages, so that Michigan citizens can effectively travel and work for global employers.  She said alternative teacher certification should be discussed with regard to community members who may be interested in teaching world languages.

Mrs. Weiser said she would like the English Language Arts section to delete the word literature or include informational text.  She said at last month’s meeting the Board discussed the fact that the new English Language Arts grade level expectations and benchmarks are not strong in informational text, and that it is seen on a national level to hold great importance.  She said there needs to be a balance between literary and informational text.

Mrs. Weiser said she believes the Social Sciences section should state United States History including Geography; and World History including Geography.

Mr. Turner said this will implement real change in the way we educate our children in Michigan.  He said there is a generous amount of flexibility built into the high school graduation requirements, using alternative environments that will help meet the needs of all students to help them learn.  He said there is concern regarding cost and currently low-achieving students, but we must have aspirations for all students to move the nation forward.

Mrs. Bauer said all learners in all of their diversity can learn at high levels.  She said it is expected that technology is embedded in curriculum and teachers need to be technology literate, including assistive technology.

Mrs. Bauer said a requirement of two years of world language at the high school level would make a better case for instruction at the elementary level.  She said it is a phase-in process and the absence of instructors is not an excuse, because there is online learning.

Mrs. Danhof said this is a socio-economic issue regarding the education and expectations for all students to achieve at high levels.  She said concerns expressed are real, but only if they are not addressed.  She said is it necessary to provide the support, expectations, and encouragement for all students and their families.

Mrs. Danhof said the School Improvement Framework does not currently show a parallel to high school graduation requirements in terms of communications with students and parents, and she does not want to miss an opportunity to provide a culture shift, so she has requested that the School Improvement Framework be moved to discussion.

Mrs. Danhof said she agrees that technology should be integrated throughout the curriculum.  She said she also agrees that the English Language Arts should include informational text.  She said grammar also needs to be included.

Mrs. Danhof said she believes the Constitution requires a course in government and civics.  She said she does not think that the requirement can be met in a Career and Technical Education sequence that would include government and civics.

Mrs. Straus publicly thanked the Task Force and Department staff.  She said she has had the opportunity to observe classrooms where technology is integrated into the curriculum, and the students are fully engaged and excited about learning.  Mrs. Straus said the arts can also be infused throughout the curriculum.

Mrs. Straus said the Social Studies requirement was of concern to some legislators.  She said she agrees with Mrs. Weiser that Social Studies is essential to learn about various cultures, world history, as well as our history.

Mrs. Straus said professional development is crucial, because we cannot use the same methods that have always been used and expect different results.

Mrs. Straus moved, seconded by Mr. Austin, that
WHEREAS, leadership, general supervision, general planning and coordination of all public education are specific powers granted by the People to the State Board of Education in the State Constitution; and

WHEREAS, the Board was created to be a symbol of the partnership between the People of the State; and

WHEREAS, the Board, as representative of the People, embraces popular control through the statewide election of Board members; and

WHEREAS, the Board was established to provide for the creation and continuity of statewide policies and program; and

WHEREAS, the Board has determined that high school graduation requirements are not coordinated throughout the State and this fragmented situation is in need of general supervision, coordination, and leadership.

THEREFORE, by the powers granted by the People to the State Board of Education in the Constitution, the Board hereby:

1. approves the high school graduation requirements including (a) the Superintendent’s recommendations for students, (b) the Michigan Merit Core, and (c) the 21st Century Applied Learning Core, as outlined in the Superintendent’s memorandum dated December 7, 2005, and as modified by the Board; and

2. encourages the Legislature and Governor to enact complementary legislation.
The Board resumed discussion following Public Participation.

VII. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING
Public Participation at this time was limited to comments related to high school graduation requirements.

A. Mr. Justin King, Executive Director, Michigan Association of School Boards, 1001 Centennial Way, Suite 400, Lansing, Michigan  48917. 
B. Dr. Glenna DeJong, Governor’s Council on Physical Fitness, 840 Walker Road, Dansville, Michigan 48819. 
C. Mr. Bruce Kefgen, Macomb County Superintendents, 2230 Elm, Algonac, Michigan 48001.  Mr. Kefgen shared oral and written comments.

D. Ms. Anne Ramsby, Michigan Association for Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance, 2149 Jolly Road, Okemos, Michigan 48864.
E. Mr. George Mansour, Michigan World Languages Association, 1303 Lucerne, DeWitt, Michigan 48820.
F. Ms. Kathleen Booher, Tri-County Alliance for Public Education, 44800 Clare Blvd., Plymouth, Michigan 48170.  Ms. Booher provided oral and written comments.

G. Dr. Arnold Kummerow, Superintendent, Armada Area Schools, 74500 Burk Street, Armada, Michigan 48005.  Dr. Kummerow provided oral and written comments.

H. Mr. Kevin Hollenbeck and Ms. Denise Bresson, Portage Public Schools, 273 Cherryview Drive, Portage, Michigan 49024.
I. Dr. Michael Libbee,
 Michigan Geographic Alliance, 1191 River Oak Drive, Mt. Pleasant, Michigan 48858.  Dr. Libbee shared oral and written comments.

J. Ms. Barbara Kratchman, ArtServe Michigan, 17515 West Nine Mile Road, Southfield, Michigan 48906.  
K. Ms. Shari Krishnan, 1550 Brandywine, Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48304.
L. Dr. Joseph Stoltman, Michigan Geographic Alliance, 8260 Waterwood Drive, Kalamazoo, Michigan 49048-9236.
VIII.
APPROVAL OF HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
Discussion continued regarding High School Graduation Requirements.

Mr. Austin said he does not believe the majority of the Board supports a modification to the proposed math competencies, science competencies, and timeline.

Mrs. Weiser said there is no mechanism encouraging elementary instruction in world languages, and she suggests a possible phase-in during high school.

Mrs. Bauer said we must move to have teachers instructed in the use of technology in teaching.  She said as part of the Merit Core, that it is the expectation that teachers are proficient in the use of technology in instruction and the effective use of assistive technologies to make the general curriculum accessible for all.

Mrs. McGuire said it is contradictory to not include World Languages, and it will take too long to instill instruction in the elementary grades and work it into the middle and high school levels.

Mrs. McGuire said she would like grammar and creative writing included in writing courses in the English Language Arts section.

Mrs. Danhof said the Board will discuss later in today’s meeting, Michigan Education Technology Standards Grades 9-12.  She said if approved by the Board, it will drive the need for the development of technology standards for teachers and administrators that will address some of the technology concerns.

Mrs. Danhof said she supports two credits of world languages.

Mrs. Danhof asked what information districts will receive to inform them when they are in compliance.  Mr. Flanagan said that will be addressed in Phase II and III, and there will be time for Board debate.

Mrs. Straus said content expectations for World Languages in the elementary grades should be added as a future agenda topic.

Mrs. Straus said she supports two credits of world languages, and she would like expository writing included in the examples of credits for English Language Arts.  She said she has advocated for grammar to be emphasized during her entire tenure on the Board.  Mrs. Straus said she agrees with Ms. Krishnan, as stated in her public comment, that student modification should be changed to curriculum modification.

Ms. Carnell said she had a conversation with Mr. Michael Boulus, Executive Director, Presidents' Council, State Universities of Michigan, who said that World Languages are not a requirement of admission to college.
Mr. Turner said he supports the inclusion of World Languages, but he is sensitive to the possible limitations of resources, and suggests that a possible phase-in be determined for the implementation of the World Languages requirement. 

Mr. Turner said the issue of World Studies, World History, and Geography may be best addressed in grade level content expectations.  Mrs. Weiser said it is an issue of balance, and she is seeking to see that the World History component is as important as the Geography component.  Mrs. Weiser proposed U.S. History (integrated with Geography) and World History (integrated with Geography).  Dr. Hughes said content expectations will be presented to the Board.

Mrs. Danhof said colleges may not require World Languages for admission, but it is preferred.
Mr. Austin moved, seconded by Mrs. Straus, the following modifications to the Michigan Merit Core:  (1) Preamble to the Michigan Merit Core, “In all instances it is expected that technology, including assistive technology devices and services, will be used to deliver instruction to meet the Michigan Merit Core content standards;” (2) English Language Arts credits to include:  informational text, grammar, and creative writing; (3) Arts to be defined as “Visual and Performing Arts;” (4) Two credits of World Languages; and to the Superintendent’s Recommendation for Students (5) “Student Modification” replaced by “Curriculum Modification.”

Mr. Schab said he has a concern that requiring 18 credits may make it difficult to include career and technical education programs and other electives.  Mr. Austin said it will be one of the pathways to achieve the Merit Core and 21st Century Applied Learning Core competencies.

The vote was taken on the motion, as modified.

Ayes:  Austin, Bauer, Curtin, Danhof, McGuire, Straus, Turner, Weiser

The motion carried unanimously.
VIII. RECESS

The Board recessed the Regular Meeting at 12:55 p.m. and reconvened at 1:38 p.m.

X.
PERSONAL PRIVILEGE – MRS. KATHLEEN N. STRAUS
Mrs. Straus welcomed Governor Jennifer M. Granholm to the Board meeting.  Mrs. Straus said the Board has spent nearly two years studying high school graduation requirements, and it has culminated today with the Board’s unanimous adoption of High School Graduation Requirements.  

Governor Granholm said she wanted to personally thank the Board for its leadership, and for having high expectations of Michigan’s children.  She said she believes the Board’s approval of the High School Graduation Requirements is going to be the most significant act done during the tenure as members of the Board.  

Governor Granholm said Mrs. Straus has been a tremendous partner, and a tremendous leader on this Board.  She said she appreciates the leadership of every member of the Board who has insisted and known that we very much need to up the ante on our expectations of young people in this global economy.  She said students need to be told that school is related to the economy, and in this global economy it is not acceptable to have low expectations.  

Governor Granholm said she is grateful to Mr. Flanagan, and she looks forward to continuing to partner with Board members in a bipartisan fashion with the Legislature.

XI.
PERSONAL PRIVILEGE – MR. MICHAEL P. FLANAGAN
Mr. Flanagan thanked the High School Task Force and staff for their tireless work, and the Board for their bipartisan support of the High School Graduation Requirements that were adopted.

XII.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING
A. Mr. George Wurtzel, 200 South Lafayette, Greenville, Michigan 48838.  Mr. Wurtzel, representing Opportunities Unlimited for the Blind, shared comments regarding the sale of the School for the Blind property in Lansing.

B. Ms. DiAnne Pellerin, Superintendent, L’Anse Creuse Public Schools, 36727 Jefferson, Harrison Township, Michigan 48045; and Ms. Kathleen Spaulding, Superintendent, Van Dyke Public Schools.  Ms. Pelleran and Ms. Spaulding, representing Macomb County Superintendents, shared oral and written comments on the subgroup size as it relates to the No Child Left Behind Act.

C. Mrs. Mary T. Wood, 27533 Santa Ana, Warren, Michigan 48093.               Ms. Wood shared oral and written comments on public school academies.

D. Ms. Stacy Hickox, 4095 Legacy Parkway, Lansing, Michigan.  Ms. Hickox, representing Michigan Protection and Advocacy Service, provided comments on suspension and expulsion.

XIII.
RECESS
The Board recessed the Regular Meeting at 2:07 p.m. 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING

XIV.
CALL TO ORDER
Mr. Flanagan called the Committee of the Whole Meeting to order at 2:08 p.m.

IX. DISCUSSION ITEMS

A. Presentation on Michigan’s Integrated Behavior and Learning Support Initiative (MiBLSI) Under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act

The following individuals presented:

· Dr. Jacquelyn Thompson, Director, Office of Special Education and Early Intervention Services

· Dr. Margie McGlinchey, Co-Director, MiBLSI Initiative, Kalamazoo RESA

· Ms. Kathryn Shallmo, Co-Director, MiBLSI Initiative, Macomb Intermediate School District

In 2002, the State Board of Education approved criteria for a grant to support statewide personnel development in positive behavior support and effective intervention for early learning success.  This grant was designed to meet Goals for Special Education as adopted by the Board in 1998, the State Board of Education Policy Framework for Special Education as adopted in 1999, and to address the Board’s current Strategic Goal.  The focus of this initiative is to reduce referrals to special education by promoting early reading and learning success and to help close the achievement gap for students with disabilities.

Board member comments included:

1. the initiative started with elementary kindergarten through sixth grade, added two middle schools, and will add additional middle schools and high schools in the future;

2. includes schools with and without Reading First programs;

3. seven schools in northern lower Michigan and eastern Upper Peninsula recently applied and will begin programs in January, 2006;

4. there have been discussions regarding MiBLSI as an option for schools not making adequate yearly progress; and

5. this method seems to be an effective way of combining reading with behavior, decreasing special education referrals.

B. Presentation on NASBE’s Value Added Assessment Study Group Recommendations

There was Board consensus to remove this item from the agenda due to time constraints.

X. ADJOURNMENT

The Board adjourned the Committee of the Whole at 2:37 p.m. and reconvened the Regular Meeting at 2:38 p.m.

REGULAR MEETING

XI. PERSONAL PRIVILEGE – MS. SUE C. CARNELL
Ms. Carnell, on behalf of Governor Jennifer M. Granholm, presented a certificate of tribute to Mr. Reginald M. Turner, in honor of his exemplary career and accomplishments in public service, and congratulating him on his election as President of the National Bar Association.

Mr. Turner thanked Ms. Carnell and Governor Granholm, and said he is honored to serve on the State Board of Education, and proud of the work the Board has done.  He said national education issues will be addressed by the National Bar Association as they hold their convention in Detroit during August, 2006. 

XII. APPROVAL OF STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION MINUTES

A. Approval of Minutes of Committee of the Whole and Regular Meeting of November 15, 2005.

Mr. Austin moved, seconded by Mrs. Bauer, that the State Board of Education approve the Minutes of the Committee of the Whole and Regular Meeting of November 15, 2005, as modified.

The motion carried unanimously.
XIX.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT
A. Michigan Merit Core Meetings for House and Senate

Mrs. Straus said she, Mrs. Curtin, Dr. Hughes, and Mr. Morris spent December 6, 7, and 8 in individual meetings with members of the House and Senate Education Committees explaining the Michigan Merit Core proposal.  She said there was much support from the Legislators, and questions were answered and misconceptions corrected.  She asked Board members to join them in this communication effort with Legislators.

B.
National Governors Association Grant Leadership Team Meeting

Mrs. Straus said she participated in the National Governors Association Grant Leadership Team Meeting on December 9, 2005.  She said during the grant writing process, two areas were selected that were in need of improvement:  (1) creation of high school content standards that align to postsecondary education and training, and (2) increasing early college-level learning opportunities in high school such as dual enrollment, advanced placement, international baccalaureate, and early college.  She said substantial progress has been made on the high school standards project, and work has begun on the early college-level learning opportunities project.  She said Michigan received a visit from National Governors Association staff to share information about available resources.
C.
Closing the Achievement Gap Conference

Mrs. Straus said she participated in a very interesting conference on “Closing the Achievement Gap” convened by Southfield Superintendent, Ms. Beverly Geltner on November 21.  She said Mr. Flanagan also spoke, and there were approximately 75 participants including superintendents, principals, teachers, and representative from Mott Middle College.

D.
North Middle School Visit in Saginaw

Mrs. Straus said she and Mrs. Bauer visited North Middle School in Saginaw on November 29.  She said it was exciting to see children using desktop computers to complete assignments, and using e-mail to communicate with the teacher alerting them of potential problems in learning.  She said the school is clearly putting their Title I funding to good use, and all schools in the Saginaw Public Schools are making adequate yearly progress, with the exception of one.

E. Michigan Educators Network Meeting

She said the Michigan Educators Network Meeting was held in Lansing on December 8 and 9.  She said the Network is lead by Jean Shane, David Borth, Frank Miracola and Nancy Flanagan.  She said it is composed of Teachers and Principals of the Year, Milken Award Winning Teachers and Principals, Presidential Scholars in Math and Science, and National Board Certified Teachers.  She said there was an outstanding keynote speaker, Dr. Lance Secretan, and excellent small group sessions.  She said the Network is a valuable resource for the Board and Department.

F. First LEGO League – Oceans Odyssey

Mrs. Straus said she was a judge on December 10, 2005, at the LEGO League – Oceans Odyssey state competition for elementary and middle school students.  She said regional winners came to the state competition to present their research projects to judges, who asked them questions regarding their presentations.  She said the students clearly understood the issues and how their proposed projects would help the environment. 

G. Comments from the Public on High School Graduation Requirements

Mrs. Straus said she, and she knows many other Board members, are receiving many comments from the public as they participate in community events and speaking engagements.  She said she has found public reaction to be very favorable, as it relates to High School Graduation Requirements.

XX.
REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT
Reports
B. Human Resources Report

H. Department of Education Cosponsorship

I. Report on a Modification to the Previously Approved Kalamazoo Regional Educational Service Agency Plan for the Delivery of Special Education Programs and Services

J. Report on the Livingston Educational Service Agency and Wayne County Regional Educational Service Agency Plans for the Delivery of Special Education Programs and Services

Grants

K. 2004-2005 Title II, Part A, Teacher and Principal Training and Recruiting – Continuation 

L. 2004-2005 Title II, Part D, Enhancing Education Through Technology – Continuation 

M. 2004-2005 Title V, Part A – Innovative Programs – Continuation 

N. 2005-06 Supplemental Educational Service Providers – Amendment 

O. 2005-2006 Great Parents, Great Start Grant Program – Initial 

U. 2005-2006 Legislatively-Designated Grant; Central Assessment Lending Library

V. 2004-2005 NCLB – Title II Statewide Activities – Continuation 

Mr. Flanagan provided an oral report on the following:

A. Pandemic Flu Business Continuity Plan

Mr. Flanagan said the Department is preparing a business continuity plan if a pandemic flu outbreak occurs.  He said this would assure that essential services occur in the event that a large portion of the Department workforce is absent.

B. Michigan School for the Deaf Total Communication Policy

Mr. Flanagan asked Dr. Hughes to update the Board.  Dr. Hughes said there a man was on a hunger strike outside the Michigan School for the Deaf during the Thanksgiving holiday seeking to bring attention to a different philosophy of approaching the education of deaf children.  Dr. Hughes said he went to Flint to meet with the man.  Dr. Hughes said he also met with Dr. Thompson and a process was already in place regarding the review of the philosophy and methodology of deaf communication.  The Board had approved a philosophy of total communication in 1986, and it is appropriate that it be reviewed.  A referent group is being formed of various stakeholders and viewpoints.
XXI.
REPORT BY MICHIGAN TEACHER OF THE YEAR
Mr. Dan Schab, 2005-2006 Michigan Teacher of the Year, presented Report by Michigan Teacher of the Year.

Mr. Schab said the Michigan Educators Network Meeting and Recognition Banquet was a huge success, and he complimented Ms. Jean Shane for organizing the event, and Board members and Mr. Flanagan for their participation.

Mr. Schab said he has given speeches on rigor, relevance, and relationships.  He said some school districts have asked him to meet       with first and second year mathematics teachers.  He said he will spend the first meeting observing and speaking with them after school, and then return the next month to offer some examples of team teaching lessons.
XXII.
APPROVAL OF ISSUES REGARDING ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS FOR 2005-06
Dr. Jeremy Hughes, Chief Academic Officer and Deputy Superintendent; Dr. Edward Roeber, Senior Executive Director, Office of Educational Assessment and Accountability; and Mr. Paul Bielawski, Manager, Accreditation and Accountability Program, Office of Educational Assessment and Accountability; presented Approval of Issues Regarding Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) for 2005-06.

Mr. Flanagan said the Board has held previous discussions on the minimum subgroup size for determining AYP for the 2006 report cards that will be issued to schools and school districts in the spring.  He said, in addition, two other aspects of AYP were presented during the discussion, and as a result final proposals are being presented.

Dr. Hughes said 30 was the group size when a single grade in a school building was being tested, and now that multiple grades are being tested the issue of fairness has surfaced.  He said the goal is to be fair to the subgroups that do not make adequate yearly progress to work with them to achieve, and not hide them.  He said fairness is also an issue for schools with large student populations.

Mrs. Danhof said she is concerned that all students not making adequate yearly progress have their educational needs addressed and still maintain confidentiality.  Dr. Roeber said a lower subgroup number jeopardizes confidentiality.  He said if there are ten or more students in a subgroup, the Michigan Educational Assessment Program (MEAP) issues a demographic report indicating how that subgroup performed.  Dr. Hughes said statistical reliability dropped drastically when the subgroup number was less than 30. 

Mrs. Bauer said the issue of subgroups seems discriminatory, and it is necessary that assurance be given that students being tested have received instruction in the curriculum.

Mr. Turner he is in favor of providing incentives to integrate, so that all students achieve more.

Ms. Carnell said she is concerned about the large numbers of students not making Adequate Yearly Progress, and how that reflects on the state as a whole.

Mrs. McGuire said she favors the minimum group size proposal of thrity-plus-10%-of-total-students-tested.  She said she wants to restate that educational needs of the students in a subgroup must be addressed no matter what the subgroup size.

Mr. Austin said this proposal is an improvement.  He said he still believes that a subgroup size should be statistically reliable, and is dismayed that many other states have moved away from that.  He said he does not want Michigan to be out of the mainstream of other states.

Mr. Austin moved, seconded by Mrs. McGuire, that the State Board of Education approve a request to the U.S. Department of Education to amend Michigan’s No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Accountability Workbook to:

(1)
continue to assign a single Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) determination separately for elementary, middle, and high schools respectively, but base this determination on a combination of separate AYP targets for each grade level in the school; 

(2)
amend the minimum group size for Michigan from thirty (30) to thirty-plus-10%-of-total-students-tested, with a cap of 150, and with the exception of small schools where special rules would apply, as described in the Superintendent’s memorandum dated December 1, 2005; and
(3)
maintain the high school graduation rate target of 80% until such future date as Michigan finishes the development of a longitudinal data system that would enable a cohort of students to be tracked through high school.
The motion carried unanimously.

XXIII.
DISCUSSION OF MICHIGAN EDUCATION TECHNOLOGY STANDARDS (METS) GRADES 9-12
Mr. Louis Burgess, Supervisor, Grants Administration and Coordination, Office of Grants Coordination and School Support Services; and Ms. Barbara Fardell, Consultant for Technology, Office of Grants Coordination and School Support Services; presented Discussion of Michigan Education Technology Standards (METS) Grades 9-12.

Mr. Burgess said the Board has previously approved the METS for K-8.  He said the same process of development and review was used for the METS for grades 9-12, beginning with National Education Technology Standards for Students, and incorporating recommendations from the State Board of Education Embracing the Information Age Task Force, high school redesign task force, state educational technology plan work groups, and Board comments from the May 2005 review of the K-8 METS.  He said experts and relevant groups from across the state have reviewed the document and provided input.

Mrs. Weiser said the standards should include feedback from end-user groups such as business and civic leaders in a proactive approach rather than reactive approach. 
Mrs. Danhof said she would like the document to have a national review.  She asked how these standards dovetail with technology standards for teachers and school administrators.  Mr. Burgess said the next phase is technology standards for teachers and administrators.

Mrs. Bauer said she did not see that the document contains an understanding of assistive technology devices and services and universal design for learning by the end of Grade 12.  She said this is part of the vision of access for all learners, and students should also have an understanding of the assistive technologies they may encounter in future work or educational settings.  She said it needs to be addressed specifically in order to drive change, because otherwise it will be business as usual.

Mrs. Danhof said the document should address the skills and competencies necessary for “completion of an online credit or noncredit course or learning experience,” as specified in the High School Graduation Requirements adopted by the Board earlier in the meeting.

Mrs. Weiser said “Social, ethical, and human issues” should articulate specific characteristics and traits that would make an online learner successful.  

This item will be returned to the Board for action at its January meeting. 

XXIV.
UPDATE ON LEGISLATIVE ISSUES
Mr. Robert Morris, Legislative Director, presented Update on State Legislative Issues.  Mr. Morris distributed a “Legislative Action Update” dated December 13, 2005.

Mr. Morris said as previously discussed at today’s meeting, there have been individual meetings with 20 legislators who are on the House or Senate Education Committee, or Appropriations Subcommittees regarding the High School Graduation Requirements.  He said he agrees that the meetings were very positive.

Mr. Morris said that last week, two supplemental appropriation bills for the School Aid Fund passed the House.  He said House Bill 5452 would appropriate $18.5 million to augment Representative Moolenaar’s Middle School Math initiative, and House Bill 5436 would appropriate $16.5 million to increase the school foundation allowance by $25 for pupils in districts with foundation allowances of less than $7,200.

Mrs. Straus said the Board’s Legislative Subcommittee met on November 30 to discuss Keeping Kids in School.  She said Mrs. Ruth Zwiefler, Student Advocacy Center; Ms. Peri Stone-Palmquist, Michigan Association for Children with Emotional Disorders; and Ms. Debbie Squires, President-elect of the Michigan PTSA; were present.  She said Representative John Moolenaar was also present for a portion of the meeting to discuss his position on using scientific method to teach global warming and intelligent design (House Bill 5251).  Mrs. Straus said the Legislative Subcommittee members are not in agreement with his position on this issue.

This was an update only, and no action was required.

XXV.
APPROVAL OF SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT FRAMEWORK
Ms. Betty Underwood, Assistant Director, Curriculum and Instruction, Office of School Improvement; and  Ms. Linda Forward, Supervisor, Academic Support, Office of School Improvement; presented Approval of School Improvement Framework.

This item was removed from the Consent Agenda and placed under discussion.

Mrs. Danhof said she had not previously realized that approval is being requested through the benchmark level and not including the characteristics.  She said on page 11 of the School Improvement Framework document, she is proposing that the following statement be added to 3:  “How does the school engage parents/families in understanding lifelong needs and consequences of a student’s academic plan K-12, and how best to make decisions for that plan for their students?”

Mrs. Straus moved, seconded by Mrs. Danhof, that the State Board of Education approve the School Improvement Framework through the Benchmark level, as attached to the Superintendent’s memorandum dated November 28, 2005.

The motion carried unanimously.
XXVI.
APPROVAL OF THE REVISED MICHIGAN DEFINITION FOR IDENTIFYING HIGHLY QUALIFIED TEACHERS
Dr. Flora Jenkins, Director, Office of Professional Preparation Services; Dr. Frank Ciloski, Supervisor, Office of Professional Preparation Services; and Ms. Krista Ried, Consultant, Office of Professional Preparation Services; presented Approval of the Revised Michigan Definition for Highly Qualified Teachers.

This item was removed from the Consent Agenda and placed under discussion.

Dr. Jenkins said revisions regarding Michigan’s definition of highly qualified teachers are being made based on the United States Department of Education Title II onsite monitoring review of compliance with the provisions of No Child Left Behind.   Dr. Jenkins reviewed the revisions.

In response to Mrs. Danhof, Dr. Ciloski said all highly qualified teachers must possess a Bachelor’s Degree, as per legislation.

In response to Mrs. McGuire, Dr. Jenkins said the 18 semester hours of additional study, as required for a Professional Education certificate, are specified in the Administrative Rules and must be in a planned program.  Dr. Jenkins explained a planned program as working with the teacher preparation institution to plan the program.

Mrs. McGuire asked if we are keeping track of the status of novice teachers in classrooms.  Dr. Jenkins said a field has been added to the Registry of Professional Personnel indicating professional development, and the district keeps a form on file regarding professional development.  

Mr. Austin said some school district administrators and teachers are not aware that highly qualified status can be obtained by demonstrating competence of subject matter knowledge and teaching skills using a standards-based performance assessment reflecting the Entry-Level Standards for Michigan Teachers approved by the State Board of Education, as specified in the High Objective Uniform State Standard of Evaluation.
Mrs. Danhof said highly qualified does not mean highly competent, ensuring that teachers have a level of knowledge greater than that of the students they are teaching.  She said determination of highly qualified needs to be done in a credible way.

Mrs. Weiser said the Board should consider at a future meeting, the topic of highly qualified teachers and find a way to help teachers who cannot afford time or money to return to college to become highly qualified.
Mr. Austin moved, seconded by Mrs. Curtin, that the State Board of Education approve the Revised Michigan Definition for Identifying Highly Qualified Teachers, as discussed in the Superintendent’s memorandum dated December 6, 2005.

The motion carried unanimously.
XXVII.
CONSENT AGENDA
Approvals

Q. Approval of State Board of Education Expense Report – July 1 – September 20, 2005

R. Approval of School Improvement Framework – this item was removed from the consent agenda and placed under discussion
X.
Approval of the Revised Michigan Definition for Identifying Highly Qualified Teachers – this item was removed from the consent agenda and placed under discussion

Criteria

S.
Approval of Criteria for a Service Provider Self-Review (SPSR) Implementation Grant Under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA 2004)

Resolution

T. Adoption of Resolution Regarding Michigan School Principal’s Week

Appointments

W. Approval of Nominations to the Special Education Advisory Committee

Mr. Austin moved, seconded by Mrs. Bauer, that the State Board of Education approve the Consent Agenda, as follows.

Q.
approve the July 1, 2005 – September 30, 2005 report of the State Board of Education expenses, dated November 28, 2005;

R.
(this item was removed from the consent agenda and placed under discussion);
X.
(this item was removed from the consent agenda and placed under discussion);

S. approve the criteria for a Service Provider Self-Review (SPSR) Implementation Grant Under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA 2004), as identified in the Superintendent’s memorandum dated December 6, 2005;

T.
adopt the Resolution Regarding Michigan School Principal’s Week, as attached to the Superintendent’s memorandum dated November 28, 2005; and

W.
approve the nominees listed in Attachment A of the Superintendent’s memorandum of December 5, 2005, and appoint those individuals to serve as members of the Special Education Advisory Committee for the respective terms specified.

The vote was taken on the motion.

The motion carried unanimously.

The Resolution Regarding Michigan School Principal’s Week is attached as Exhibit A.

XXVIII.
COMMENTS BY STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION MEMBERS
A. Contingent from Egypt – Mrs. Danhof

Mrs. Danhof said she and Mrs. McGuire met with a visiting contingent from Egypt on December 9, and were presented with gifts of a book, decorative parchment, and an award to Michigan in appreciation for all we have done and their pledge to continue to work with us.  Mrs. Danhof said she and Mrs. McGuire would like to share the gifts with the Board.  She said the Egyptians were impressed with the notion that all children can learn.
B. Education Summit – Ms. Sue Carnell

Mrs. Carnell said the Governor’s Education Summit is scheduled for March 27, 2006.  She said Tom Vander Ark, Executive Director for the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation’s education initiatives, is the scheduled speaker.
C. Lay Your Comfort Down – Mrs. Elizabeth Bauer

Mrs. Bauer said on December 1, she saw a performance poetry presentation, “Lay Your Comfort Down,” based on the Barbara Johns case in Prince Edward County.  She said it is a story of students boycotting school in the hopes of integration.  She said the lyrical poetry is written by the performers, with the assistance of Jeff Cass, from Ann Arbor Pioneer High School.  She said Mr. Cass is available to assist schools in these types of performances for a nominal fee.  
XXIX.
TENTATIVE AGENDA FOR NEXT MEETING
Board members are asked to submit agenda topics for future meetings to the agenda planning committee comprised of Mrs. Straus, Mr. Austin, and Mrs. Curtin.

XXX.
FUTURE MEETING DATES
A. January 10, 2006

B. January 26-27, 2006

C. February 14, 2006

D. March 14, 2006

E. April 11, 2006

XXXI. ADJOURNMENT
The Regular Meeting adjourned at 4:26 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,







Carolyn L. Curtin







Secretary
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