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State Board of Education Elects                    Officers for 2003
January 23, 2003


LANSING – State Board of Education members unanimously selected Kathleen Straus (D-Detroit) to serve as State Board of Education President for the 2003 calendar year.

After thoughtful discussion, Board members agreed to the following slate of candidates for the year:

· Kathleen N. Straus, President

· Sharon L. Gire, (D-Clinton Township), Vice-President

· Carolyn Curtin, (R-Evart), Secretary

· Herbert S. Moyer, (D-Temperance), Treasurer

· Marianne Yared McGuire, (D-Detroit), National Association of State Board of Education (NASBE) Delegate

Other Board members include John C. Austin, (D-Ann Arbor), Elizabeth W. Bauer, (D-Birmingham), and Eileen Lappin Weiser, (R-Ann Arbor).

Straus, who has served on the State Board of Education since 1992, will serve her third term, second consecutively, as President.  Both Gire and McGuire will serve in their board officer positions for the second consecutive term.  Last year, the State 

Board amended its bylaws to allow members to serve consecutive terms in elected offices.  

Moyer has served on the State Board of Education since 1996.  Curtin was elected to the State Board of Education in November 2002.  Both Governor Jennifer Granholm and Michigan Superintendent of Public Instruction Tom Watkins serve on the State Board in ex-officio capacities. 

“A new day has dawned for education in Michigan,” Straus said. “For the first time in 
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a number of years, the Governor’s Office, the State Board, and the Superintendent of 

Public Instruction will work together to forward Michigan’s educational agenda. We look forward to serving Michigan’s teachers, schools, and most importantly, all children with a unified vision.”

“Michigan’s citizens and children will become the ultimate beneficiary of educational alignment among the State Board of Education, the Department of Education, and the Governor’s Office,” Watkins said. “We are excited to usher in an era of collaboration and cooperation as we all work to promote a common agenda and shared vision that will continue to lift up Michigan’s schools, teachers, and most importantly, our children.”

The positive tone of the entire meeting was set in the context of the State Board’s Strategic Goal for 2003-2004, which reads:

Attain substantial and meaningful improvement in academic achievement for all students with primary emphasis on chronically underperforming schools and students.
The next meeting of the State Board of Education is February 27 in Lansing.
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