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To: Intermediate School District Superintendents and Directors of Special

Education, Local Educational Agency Superintendents and Directors of
Special Education, Chief Executive Officers of Public School Academies,
Teachers and Teacher Consultants of Students who are Deaf and Hard
of Hearing, and Supervisors of Programs for the Hearing Impaired

From: Beth A. Steenwyk, Deputy Director%?l
Office of Special Education and Early Iftervention Services

Date: July 13, 2005

Subject: Proposal for Ensuring an Adequate Supply of Qualified Educational
Interpreters

The Michigan Department of Education (MDE), Office of Special Education and Early
Intervention Services, and the Department of Labor and Economic Growth, Division
on Deaf and Hard of Hearing, developed a referent group (Group) to address the
status of educational interpreters for deaf and hard of hearing (D/HH) students in
Michigan. The charge to the Group was to develop a proposal that will define
qualifications of interpreters and address developing an adequate supply of qualified
interpreters for D/HH students in educational settings.

The draft Proposal for Ensuring an Adequate Supply of Qualified Educational
Interpreters includes a clarification of the current challenges, a framework of
meaningful performance standards for educational interpreters, and a strategic plan
for change. Sixteen strategic directives are proposed including adoption of the
Educational Interpreter Performance Assessment (EIPA). For more information on
the EIPA go to:

http://www.classroominterpreting.org/home.asp or
http://spot.colorado.edu/~schick/EIPAWT _about.html.

The draft Proposal for Ensuring an Adequate Supply of Qualified Educational
Interpreters is enclosed for your review. Please distribute the draft proposal to any
interested parties. Information and updates on the proposal will be available at the
Michigan Association of Administrators of Special Education (MAASE) Summer
Institute and will be posted within the next month on the Low Incidence Outreach
website at:

http://www.cenmi.org/msdb-L10/Default.asp. OSE/EIS 05-12
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A workshop for educational interpreters is scheduled for August 15, 2005. The
workshop objectives are to:

= Clarify the draft Proposal for Ensuring an Adequate Supply of Qualified
Educational Interpreters.

= Explore implications of MDE’s plan for enlarging the pool of qualified
educational interpreters.

= Explore the unique challenges and demands of interpreting in the educational
setting.

=  Clarify the EIPA.

= Invite MDE-supported EIPA participation.

All educational interpreters working in the K-12 setting should contact Callie Kepler
at (517) 241-4651 or at keplerc@michigan.gov to receive details regarding the
August 15, 2005 workshop. An agenda for the workshop is enclosed.

Enclosures



