MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

PUPIL TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Thursday, June 1, 2006

9:00 a.m. – 12:00 Noon

MAPT Building

MINUTES
I. CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order at 9:05a.m. by Vince Weiler.
 II.
ROLL CALL AND RECOGNITION OF GUESTS
(
Michigan Department of Education:  Mary Ann Chartrand
(  
Michigan State Police:  Sharron VanCampen (Primary); 

Steve Spink (Alternate)




⁭  
Michigan Department of Transportation: 


(  
Michigan Department of State:  Fred Bueter (Primary)




(  
Michigan Assn for Pupil Transportation:  Karen Losch (Primary)



⁭
Michigan Assn for School Business Officials:  


(  
Michigan Assn of School Administrators:  Richard Ames (Primary)



(  
Michigan Education Association:  Art Przybylowicz (Primary)



⁭   
Michigan Assn of School Boards





(  
Training Agency Association of Michigan:  Vince Weiler (Primary)
; Steve Osborne (Alternate)



⁭  
Michigan Head Start Association






⁭  
Michigan PTA








⁭  
Middle Cities Education Association





( 
Michigan Association of Inter. School Administrators:  Kim Hooper (Primary)


(  
Michigan Association of Non Public Schools:  Glen Walstra (Primary)



(  
Representative of Northern Michigan Directors:  William Coaster
(Primary)


⁭  
Representative of Rural Directors:  



(  
Representative of Urban Directors:  Carl Ingram, Sr., (Alternate)



⁭   
Representative of Suburban Directors:  John Roeck, (Primary)



⁭  
Representative of Special Ed. Trans. Directors


(
Dean Transportation:  Duane Kooyers, (Alternate)
Guests:  Mac Dashney, Pupil Transportation of Michigan; Louis Burgess, Michigan Department of Education; Dwight Sinila, Michigan Department of Education; and Scott Little, Michigan School Business Officials.
III.
APPROVAL OF APRIL 20, 2006 MEETING MINUTES
Moved that the minutes be approved, as presented.  Supported.  Passed.

 IV.
ADDITIONS TO AGENDA AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Moved that the agenda be approved, as presented.  Supported.  Passed.

   V.
OPENING COMMENTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM MDE AND/OR PTAC 

CHAIR
Mary Ann Chartrand announced a new structure for this advisory committee.  The Pupil Transportation Advisory Committee (PTAC) is to provide advice to the Michigan Department of Education (MDE).  PTAC is not an organization in need of officers and standing committees.  PTAC is an advisory committee that serves a very needed role and must continue to provide advice regarding training, curriculum, safety, and general pupil transportation issues.  Therefore, beginning in October, MDE will chair this committee.  There will be 3 to 4 meetings per year, as needed.  Ad hoc committees will be established to study and make recommendations to the entire PTAC.  Emailing and phone conferencing will be utilized to reduce travel time and expense, as appropriate.  Some potential topics that will be assigned to ad hoc committees include:
1. ways to ensure that all curricula are utilized effectively and appropriately in all training regions;

2. review of all curricula to assure all aspects are up-to-date, accurate, and meet current needs as well as to assure that MDE format and style guidelines are met; 

3. establishment of a revised physical examination form; and

4. identification of best practices that could be recommended to districts.

Members raised concerns regarding not having a forum to discuss important pupil transportation issues across the agencies making up PTAC.  Mary Ann assured members that there would be opportunities both to raise and to discuss needed topics.
  VI.
PRELIMINARY RECOMMENDATIONS PRESENTED TO PTAC


A.  Curriculum and Training (Bill Coaster, Chair)


1.  Curriculum and Training
Bill reported that the supervisor training is winding down.  The continuing training curriculum has been approved.

B.  Legislative (Matt Losch, Chair) – No items

C.  Management and Best Practices (Dale Goby, Chair)


1.  Revised Physical Form 
Sharron Vancampen and Steve Spink presented a draft for a revised physical form.  It should be noted that this has not been discussed by the Management and Best Practices Committee.  MDE requested that PTAC members review the draft and make suggestions to Sharron and Steve.  It will be brought back next time.

D.  State and National Issues (Kim Hooper, Chair) – No items
 VII.
FINAL RECOMMENDATIONS FOR PTAC TO CONSIDER


A.  Curriculum and Training
1.  Timeline for submitting curriculum changes
Bill presented a timeline and format for making changes to curriculum. 
Motion to adopt as amended.  Supported.  Passed.
B. Legislative – No items

C.  Management and Best Practices – No items

D.  State and National Issues 

1.  Develop a 5-year Work Plan Calendar 


2.  List of Nominees for National Congress 
The committee is recommending that the previous National Congress committee remain.  Those people include but are not limited to Kim Hooper, Dale Goby, Matt Losch, William Tousley, Kellie Dean, Vince Weiler, and a person representing MDE.
3. Pupil Transportation Summit – No items
VIII.
ASSIGNMENTS FOR SUBCOMMITTEE WORK


A.  MDE Initiated



1.  To Curriculum and Training:  No items


2.  To Legislative:  No items


3.  To Management and Best Practices:  No items


4.  To State and National Issues:  No items
B.  PTAC Initiated



1.  To Legislative:  No items


2.  To Management and Best Practices:  No items


3.  To State and National Issues:  No items
  IX.
COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM MEMBERS AND GUESTS


A.  Legislative Update (Matt Losch) 
Mac Dashney reported on behalf of Matt (Legislative report, Status of Senate Bills, and Status of House Bills).  Questions regarding the Legislative report were answered:

1. The bus inspection program is as it was before.

2. Probably the funding will be forwarded to the ISD training agencies that in turn will pay the State Police their bill.

3. All buses are required to be inspected.

4. Forms for drivers are the same as others needing to be fingerprinted.

B.  Bus Driver Database – Louis Burgess
Louis reported on the meeting MDE and TAAM had to coordinate the bus drivers’ registery.  More work needs to be done and will be reported next Fall.

C.  Update on Section 74 Funding Distribution – Louis Burgess

Louis reported on the meeting MDE staff had with TAAM to determine a different formula for distributing Section 74 funds.  A final recommendation will be formed at the June TAAM meeting.


D.  Other – No items
X. ADJOURNMENT
Meeting was adjourned at 11:08 a.m.

