State of Miciiigan
State Board of Education

RESOLUTION
PARENTING AWARENESS MONTH

WHEREAS, the children of Mictiigan are the state’s most valuable resource, and all young eopie
eserve the support ot a society that demonstrates a commitment to tieiping children become appy,

tieaittiy, and ctrug—tree; and
WHEREAS, the State Board of Education believes that the education of students is augmente(i t)y

parentai and tamiiy involvement in their children’s education, and studies demonstrate that when parents
are involved in their children’s eciucation, the attitucies, i)eiiaviors, and achievement of students are
positiveiy enhanced; and

WHEREAS, tiie State Boarci ot Eciucation’s Famil Invoivement Poiic a(ioptect in May 1997
states that schools must welcome the puioiic’s involvement, anci’ recognize and tap tiZe strengtti and resources
of all those who wish to articipate with the schools in practicai and tangit)ie ways, and states that teacher
training institutions also iave a responsibility to provi(ie training in tamiiy invoivernent; and

WHEREAS, effective parenting involves stiowing children love, concern, and respect at all times;

iving children a safe piace to live and piay; tleiping children express their teeiings appropriateiy, and

Fistening to what children say; giving children appropriate choices whenever possible; tlaving reasonable rules

that are understood ioy all; eing responsiioie and teactling children to be responsible; spen(iing time with

children; setting an example by what we say and do; Worizing with schools anf communities to make them
better for children; and as Ring for i’ieip when we need it; and

WHEREAS, informed parenting can tleip reduce social prot)iems such as substance abuse, teenage

pregnancy, unemployment, poverty, and crime; an

WHEREAS, Parenting Awareness Montti—unique to Mictligan—provi(ies gui(iance, rnateriais,

resources, reterrais, and technical assistance; and

WHEREAS, Parenting Awareness Month directs its efforts to assisting local organizers to pian
speciai parenting events, celebrations, and education opportunities in March and ttlrougtlout the year, and
encourages a broader un(ierstan(iing and acienowie(igment of the importance of effective parenting; and

WHEREAS, Parenting Awareness Month is a year—rounci Mici'iigan campaign to celebrate peopie

raising children and promote resources to i’ieip with this important task; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the State Board of Education prociaims March 20006 as Parenting Awareness
Montii; anci, be it tinaiiy

RESQLVED, That the State Board of Education supports all efforts and resources, articuiariy

local, that draw put)iic attention to the critical importance of parenting and encourages the further
(ieveiopment of parent networks ttlrougtlout Mictligan.

Kathleen N. Straus, President
Aciopte(i January 10, 2006

Michael P. Flanagan, Chairman and
Superintendent of Public Instruction
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