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SECTION A: EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.
Program Summary

Adult Education provides an opportunity for adult learners to achieve education levels equivalent to those of high-school graduates. Adult education is a program of academic instruction for adults, including but not limited to, basic reading, writing, speaking, mathematics, high school completion, General Education Development (GED) preparation, and pre-employment training. More than 250 adult education programs are located throughout Michigan. Approximately 50% of Michigan’s local public school systems operate an adult education program. Additionally, some intermediate school districts, community colleges, correctional institutions and nonprofit organizations offer adult education services. These organizations may operate individually or in consortiums to deliver services.

Adult education programs funded by Sections 107 of the State School Aid Act and Title II of the Workforce Investment Act may contain one or more of these components:

· Adult Basic Education (ABE)

Instruction in language arts and/or mathematics provided to adults who function below 9th grade level in reading or mathematics, or both.

English as a Second Language is considered a specialized type of Adult Basic Education.

· English as a Second Language (ESL)

Instruction in English language communications skills (understanding, speaking, reading, and writing) provided to students whose native language is not English. ESL may also include instruction in citizenship to prepare for naturalization.

· High School Completion (HSC)

Instruction designed to fulfill the requirements for a high school diploma for adults and out-of-school youth.

· GED Test Preparation

Instruction designed to prepare students to pass the GED test of high school equivalency. GED examinations include mathematics, science, social studies, language arts, reading, and writing.

2. State Program Funding

Section 107 of the State School Aid Act, defines for Michigan school districts the requirement for state funding of adult education programs. The State School Aid Act identifies student eligibility requirements for Adult Basic Education, English as a Second Language, GED, and high school completion programs. In addition, the State School Aid Act establishes requirements for student assessment and retention, and a funding formula for school district programs.

3.
Federal Program Funding

Funds under Title II of the Workforce Investment Act (WIA), Adult Education and Family Literacy Act will be available to provide local adult education and literacy programs that address the priorities of the geographic area, as identified by the Workforce Development Board’s strategic plan. The activities and percent of funds allocated for each activity will vary from region to region based upon an objective assessment of area needs, in terms of individuals with disabilities, educational attainment levels, English proficiency levels, economic status, household status, etc.

Multi-year competitive grants will be awarded to eligible service providers to provide at least one of the following activities:

A. Adult education and literacy services, that

      may include workplace literacy services

       and job placement

B. Family literacy services

C. Computer literacy

D. English literacy programs

E. English as a Second Language

F. GED Test Preparation

G. High School Completion

While the scope, content, and organization of activities may vary from region to region, priority for grant awards will be given to those with strategies for populations that include low income students, single parents and displaced homemakers, and individuals with multiple barriers to educational enhancement. Local applicants are expected to monitor performance outcome information and adjust program content and design to continuously improve student achievement.

State Distribution of Federal Funds

Under the Adult Education and Family Literacy Act, the state is required to allocate not more than 12.5% of allotment to carry out state leadership activities, including professional development. 82.5% of allotment shall be used to support local programs and corrections education. Not more than 5% of allotment may be used for state administrative costs.

4.
State Plan For Adult Education

The purposes of the State Plan for Adult Education are the following:

I. Provide a legal basis for the State of Michigan to qualify for the Federal allocations that will be made available under the Workforce Investment Act, Title II of 1998.

II. Present a comprehensive plan of the State of Michigan Adult Education goals, objectives and activities that will govern the way the Department of Labor and Economic Growth (DLEG) will administer the adult education programs during the grant cycle.

III. Become a basis of common understanding with which (DLEG) will work cooperatively with and will assist other state agencies, school districts, correctional institutions, community-based organizations, volunteer literacy organizations, public and private non-profit agencies, libraries, public housing authorities, institutions of higher education, Michigan Works! Service centers, business and industry to provide opportunities for quality adult education and family literacy training programs.

IV. Provide a system for annual and long-range planning and become a basis for a national reporting system that will allow on-going assessment, monitoring and evaluation.

V. Provide a vehicle to facilitate effective communication among the various involved parties.

VI. Become a basis for adult education and family literacy programs to develop school improvement models that assess student’s outcome data, achievement of educational objectives, retention, follow-up and further placement of students. The school improvement models should meet the requirements of the State’s performance indicators and program quality. 

5.
Data Gathering and Reporting
Federal and State legislation requires tracking of student data information and performance. DLEG established the Michigan Adult Education Reporting System (MAERS)
 a web-based centralized electronic database system that is used for data gathering and reporting. MAERS reports student performance data to DLEG and is used in the State’s annual report to the U.S. Department of Education.

As a part of the Office of Adult Education’s strategic planning and quality improvement process, local adult education providers must use DLEG approved assessment tools for:




a. Determining pre- and post-instruction assessment,




b. Determining the number of participants attaining goals,




c. Determining the amount of learning gains achieved, and




d. Determining the most effective program models.

Recipients of federal funds must submit a final report to DLEG that shows students’ performance and explains how the funds were expended for that program year.

6. Adult Education Planning Calendar 2006 

(see following document)
7. Adult Education:  Program Eligibility for Federal and State Programs

(see following document)
� For complete review of the State Plan refer to the Appendices tab


� For complete review of the Michigan Ault Education Reporting System (MAERS) refer to the MAERS Training Manual 2002






