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Making Your Case: Fast Facts





 





Professional Development Opportunities





OCTOBER 2004





Make A Difference Day - For more info go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.makeadifferenceday.com" ��www.makeadifferenceday.com� 





NOVEMBER 2004





Search Institute’s Healthy Communities-


	Healthy Youth Conference- St. Paul, MN.


	For more info go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.search-institute.org/hcht/" ��www.search-institute.org/hcht/� 





Colloquium on Service-Learning Research, MSU East Lansing, MI. For more info go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.micampuscompact.org" ��www.micampuscompact.org�  





10	Service-Learning Symposium: Project Implementation: How Do We Know What They are Learning? – Olivet College, Olivet, MI. For more info go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.midmichiganlearnandserve.org/Calendar" ��www.midmichiganlearnandserve.org/Calendar� 








 








learning that lasts: how service-learning can become an integral     


part of schools…





Featured in thousands of schools across the country and spurred by federal initiatives, state programs and foundation grants, service-learning is a teaching approach receiving considerable attention from policymakers and educators.  Service-learning weds community service with academic curriculum, and adds opportunities for student to reflect upon their service experience, provide leadership and perform projects that meet genuine community needs. Proponents say it can be a powerful reform tool to help schools meet academic goals, teach civic responsibility and address a range of critical school climate issues. The positive impact of service-learning have been documented in research studies that paint a collective portrait of widespread innovation with substantial benefits, including:

















 








When Antibiotics Are Not Our Friend ~


										


No one likes being sick. Suffering from a cold or the flu can cause people to contact 


their doctors begging for something to make them feel better. Many people insist on 


being given antibiotics to help their symptoms- and that is a big mistake. Not only do 


antibiotics have no effect on viral infections, they can actually cause adverse reactions 


and make the person sicker than before he overuse of antibiotics has caused the number 


of bacteria that are resistant to antibiotics to increase in the last decade- and nearly all 


significant bacterial infections in the world are becoming resistant to commonly prescribed 


antibiotic treatment. Advanced-placement biology students from Whitehall Schools are


 teaching 4th and 5th graders the facts about antibiotics They receive training from their 


teacher Bryan Mahan, as well as a team of physicians, pharmacists, and nurses who visit their class and make presentations. Once the high school students are trained they serve as the leading spokespeople to the younger students. Dr. Paul Ponstein, D.O. says of the Antibiotic Resistance Program, “These young people have an opportunity to take a look at a very real medical problem and directly apply what they learned in school about viruses and bacteria to what they’re teaching the younger students”.  For more information about the Antibiotic Resistance Program contact Mary Ponstein, Whitehall District Schools, at 231-893-1029.


























 


America's Legislators Back to School Week


Third Week of September 2004





Sponsored by the National Conference of State Legislatures, America's Legislators Back to School Week is designed to teach young people--the nation's future voters and leaders--what it's like to be a state legislator: the processes, the pressures, and the debate, negotiation and compromise that are the very fabric of representative democracy. For more information on this program visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.ncsl.org/public/backsch.htm" ��www.ncsl.org/public/backsch.htm�.   To inquire about having a legislator visit your school contact Stacy Small at � HYPERLINK "mailto:ssmall@house.mi.gov" ��ssmall@house.mi.gov�. 














Improved academic performance  


Improved relationships with peers, parents and teachers


Fewer behavioral problem 


Greater motivation to learn


Increased sense of civic responsibility


Increased student attendance


More positive perception of school and students by community members (Billing, 2000)


What would it take to make service-learning part of every student’s education experience? How does service-learning get built into the infrastructure of a school or state? Who’s involved? What resources, weather human or financial are needed?  These fundamental questions about institutionalization, making service-learning an essential part of the everyday operations of schools and states were examined in depth over four years by the National Center for Learning and Citizenship, the Education Commission of the States’ (ECS) service-learning initiative.  The resulting publication, Learning that Lasts: How Service-Learning Can Become an Integral Part of Schools, States and Communities, explores how leaders have stepped up to the challenge of supporting and sustaining service-learning. To read more about what these schools have done go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.ecs.org/clearinghouse/40/54/4054.pdf" ��www.ecs.org/clearinghouse/40/54/4054.pdf� 
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SEPTEMBER 2004





To share information about service-learning topics or resources, please call the MCSC at 517.241.3493, 


Email � HYPERLINK "mailto:Algrad1@michigan.gov" ��Algrad1@michigan.gov�  or write


 “Service-Learning Tool Kit,” Michigan Community Service Commission, 1048 Pierpont, Suite 4, Lansing, MI 48913








Institute on Service-Learning: Deepening the commitment to 


student Engagement through quality Teaching








The 9th Annual Institute on Service-Learning will be held at Adrian College in Adrian, Michigan on Friday, February 18, 2004.  Pre-conference sessions will take place on Thursday, February 17th.  This conference will bring together K-12 and Higher Education service-learning coordinators and practitioners for a day of learning, sharing, and exploration.  Registration forms will be available in November.    





We are currently seeking K-HE service-learning practitioners who can present on topics applicable to other service-learning practitioners.  Youth as presenters or co-presenters is highly encouraged.  





Visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.micampuscompact.org/institute05.html" ��http://www.micampuscompact.org/institute05.html� to access the Call for Presenters form.  All presentation proposals are due to Michigan Campus Compact by October 15, 2004.  Submission details are listed on the form.  

















The MCSC is firmly committed to providing access, equal opportunity, and reasonable accommodation in its programs, activities, and materials. Please call 517.335.4295 to request accommodations or to obtain materials in an alternate format.





Join the National Service-Learning Partnership





The National Service-Learning Partnership’s mission is to advance service-learning as a core element of the educational experience for every elementary, middle, and secondary school student in the United States.  





To ensure that every school integrates service fully into its curriculum, the Partnership provides 


critical leadership for communications effectiveness, legislative advocacy, knowledge exchange, 


organizational collaboration, marketing savvy,  and practice excellence.  





As a membership organization, the Partnership brings together organizations and individuals, including thousands of practitioners, administrators, community leaders, policymakers, researchers, parents, and young people.  Membership is free. 





Learn more and enroll online at � HYPERLINK "http://www.service-learningpartnership.org" ��www.service-learningpartnership.org�.  Email the Partnership at � HYPERLINK "mailto:NSLP@aed.org" ��NSLP@aed.org�
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