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Need activity ideas for your unit on water quality? Interested in teaching pollution prevention concepts? On this page, you will find curricula and activities on a variety of environmental topics. Explore these links and find creative ways to teach your students about the environment. 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.epa.gov/teachers/curric-index.htm" ��http://www.epa.gov/teachers/curric-index.htm�





Grants for Environment Health and Protection





The Beldon Fund seeks to build a national consensus to achieve and sustain a healthy planet by supporting nonprofit advocacy organizations through the following two programs. The Human Health and the Environment program is a national initiative that seeks to add new voices to promote a national consensus on the environment. The program supports proposals that engage new constituencies in exposing the connection between toxic chemicals and human health and in promoting public policies that prevent environmental risks to people's health. The Key States program makes grants to environmental advocacy organizations in Florida, Michigan, Minnesota, North Carolina, and Wisconsin. By strengthening public support for environmental protection in these key states, the Fund hopes to transform our nation's approach to environmental protection. Letters of inquiry for both programs will be accepted between September 28 and November 2, 2005. For information go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.beldon.org" ��www.beldon.org�











Students Speak Out at a Council Meeting





Eighth grade students at Holmes Middle School in Flint, Michigan have been working this year to protect the water quality of their local beach in the Flint River Watershed. These students and their Social Studies, Science, Language Arts and Math teachers have been a part of the Earth Force Michigan Civics Initiative since last fall. The students identified a problem in their community and have been working throughout the year to investigate the issue and opportunities to resolve it. For the Holmes students, their investigations have focused around the frequent closings of a neighborhood beach due to high levels of fecal coli form found in the water. Although the cause of the bacteria has not yet been narrowed down to one source; a Children’s Farm run by the School District or high geese populations on the area park land; the eighth graders have spoken to council members, Farm staff, Parks and Health department officials in an effort to learn more about what is being done about the beach closings. To begin their public education and advocacy efforts on behalf of this issue, the eighth graders worked with their principal to invite media to hear their story, which aired on a local radio station and in the Flint Journal. As a culminating effort to notify the community of their concerns and to voice the need for others to take action about this issue, a group of 25 of these students in Mr. Charles Tutt’s service learning class were invited to speak at a Genesee County Council meeting. Five students spoke to council and community members about the problem, what they feel can and should be done about it, and how to work to ensure that these types of issues are addressed in lower income areas such as theirs. The council promised to continue to pursue the matter through members of the parks board of commissioners and to make sure the recent closing of the petting farm is the first step toward higher water quality in the area. 








Apply now for a � HYPERLINK "http://www.epa.gov/enviroed/awards.html" �President's Environmental Youth Award�. The PEYA program recognizes young people across the U.S. for projects that demonstrate their commitment to the environment. The deadline for submitting an application is October 31, 2005. For information and an application go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.epa.gov/enviroed/" ��http://www.epa.gov/enviroed/�








GreenWorks!





GreenWorks! is the service-learning, community action program of Project Learning Tree (PLT).  Built around action projects that partner educators, students, and communities, GreenWorks! blends service activities with the academic curriculum and addresses real community needs as students learn through active engagement. 


GreenWorks! � HYPERLINK "http://www.plt.org/cms/pages/28_35_0.html" �environmental action projects� link classroom learning and the real world. By combining the environmental knowledge and resources of PLT with community action initiatives, GreenWorks! action projects make a difference in how young people think, in their sense of responsibility toward their communities, and in their understanding of their relationship to the environment. 


PLT provides a � HYPERLINK "http://www.plt.org/greenworks/greenworksguide.pdf" �guidebook� with practical pointers for getting a GreenWorks! project off and running. You can also apply for a GreenWorks! � HYPERLINK "http://65.109.144.97/cms/pages/21_22_21.html" �grant� to help get you started on your project. 


Many PLT activities in both the PreK-8 and secondary curriculum guides lend themselves to GreenWorks! projects. 


GreenWorks! projects are fun, benefit the community, and, perhaps most importantly, reinforce the learning that takes place in the classroom.





GreenWorks Grants


Do you have an idea for an exciting service-learning or community action project for your students but you don't have enough funds to implement it? Why not apply for one of PLT's GreenWorks! grants? GreenWorks! offers educators the opportunity to apply for grants ranging from $50 to $1000 to implement community action and service-learning projects. Across the country, PLT trained educators teaching in both formal and non-formal settings are eligible to apply for and receive GreenWorks! grants. 


GreenWorks! projects should address an environmental issue and involve students from pre-school to high school in hands-on community action. The GreenWorks! program also encourages participants to form partnerships with groups, businesses, or organizations within their communities to help implement and sustain their GreenWorks! projects. Some examples of past grant projects include stream clean-up, graffiti paint-over, outdoor classrooms, gardens (butterfly, vegetable), schoolyard restoration. 








Project Ideas


To encourage stewardship of the nation's water resources, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is leading an "Adopt Your Watershed" campaign. Through this effort, EPA challenges citizens and organizations to join others who are working to protect and restore our valuable rivers, streams, wetlands, lakes, ground water, and estuaries. By visiting the on-line � HYPERLINK "http://www.epa.gov/adopt/network.html" �database�, you can learn about opportunities to get involved in activities in your community, such as monitoring, cleanups, and restoration projects. As of September 2004, the database has nearly 4,000 groups that you might want to join.


Across the country, trained volunteers monitor the condition of streams, rivers, lakes, reservoirs, estuaries, coastal waters, wetlands, and wells. They do this because they want to help protect a stream, lake, bay or wetland near where they live, work, or play. Their volunteer efforts help provide quality data and build stewardship of local waters. For more information on volunteer monitoring, including a national � HYPERLINK "http://yosemite.epa.gov/water/volmon.nsf/" �directory of programs�, go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.epa.gov/owow/monitoring/volunteer/" �www.epa.gov/owow/monitoring/volunteer�. 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.worldwatermonitoringday.org" �World Water Monitoring Day� is an annual event that affords students and teachers, Scouts, families, and others the opportunity to get involved in local watershed activities. Between September 18 and October 18, you can go out to your local stream, lake, bay or wetland and test a water sample for a few basic characteristics- dissolved oxygen, temperature, turbidity (water clarity) and pH. All you need to be part of this worldwide educational event is a simple monitoring kit and a desire to become acquainted with the waterbody in your neighborhood. To find out how to order a monitoring kit, register your site, and report your data, visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.worldwatermonitoringday.org" �http://www.worldwatermonitoringday.org�. Be sure to read up on the instructions, including safety hints, before you go out monitoring. Go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.epa.gov/owow/monitoring/volunteer/monitoringmonth.html" �Celebrate Monitoring Month� for educational materials you can order from EPA. For other ideas on how you can help, check out the � HYPERLINK "http://www.epa.gov/adopt/patch/certificates/" �Watershed Patch Project�. This is a collection of watershed activities designed for schools, science clubs, and community organizations. Once students complete the requisite number of activities, educators can download certificates right from the web!








To share information about service-learning topics or resources, please call the MCSC at 517.241.2553, 


Email � HYPERLINK "mailto:gilmant@michigan.gov" ��gilmant@michigan.gov� or write


 “Service-Learning Tool Kit,” Michigan Community Service Commission, 1048 Pierpont, Suite 4, Lansing, MI 48913





The MCSC is firmly committed to providing access, equal opportunity, and reasonable accommodation in its programs, activities, and materials. Please call 517.335.4295 to request accommodations or to obtain materials in an alternate format.
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