Spring 2007 ELPA
Speaking Item Rubrics for Scoring Training DVD

Score Point 1

+ Response shows fluency, with accurate pronunciation of

SENTENCE REPEAT

individual sounds at a natural speech rate, intonation, and
rhythm. Pronunciation is consistent with fluent speech
patterns. Speech is smooth and has an emphasis on words
or phrases that indicates comprehension of the sentence.
Response is linguistically accurate (free from
phonemic/phonetic or grammatical errors that cause

confusion in meaning).

Score Point O

+ Response shows little or no fluency. Individual sounds are

pronounced incorrectly and do not have a natural speech rate,
intonation, or rhythm, and are therefore inconsistent with that
of a fluent speaker. Speech is broken or hesitating, and
emphasis on words does not indicate comprehension of
sentence. Response has linguistic errors or omissions that
confuse or distract the listener.

« Speech is unintelligible.

« Response is only in native language.

« Student refused to speak.




SHORT CONVERSATION

Score Point 2 + Student exchanges information during the conversation
intelligibly and fluently.

« Expanded vocabulary and word choice support response.

« Response is linguistically accurate (free from phonemic,
syntactical, or grammatical errors that cause confusion
in meaning).

Score Point 1 « Student exchanges information indirectly or incompletely.

+ Hesitations, lapses, or omissions in speech may distract listener.

+ Vocabulary and word choice partially support response.

+ Response has errors in pronunciation, sentence syntax, or
grammar that cause confusion in meaning but do not
completely block comprehensibility.

Score Point 0 + Vocabulary and word choice do not give enough information to
support response; or

+ Response has errors in pronunciation, sentence syntax, or
grammar that completely block comprehensibility; or

« Response is only in native language; or

« Student refused to speak.




Score Point 4

STORYTELLING

» Shows High Level of Ability to produce a spoken response to
a set of three pictures.

* Very Few Errors (minor) in pronunciation and grammar;
speech includes complex sentence structures; vocabulary is
precise and varied, including idiomatic expressions.

+ Errors never distract listeners’ attention or cause confusion
about meaning.

- Speech is well organized; information is plausible and precise
and is presented logically and with appropriate transitions.

Score Point 3

+ Shows Ability to produce a spoken response to a set of
three pictures.

+ Some Errors (mostly minor) in pronunciation and grammar;
some variety in sentence structure; vocabulary in general is
appropriate and varied, perhaps including some use of
idiomatic expressions.

« Errors generally do not distract listeners’ attention or cause
confusion about meaning.

« Speech is generally well organized; information is generally
plausible and precise and is presented logically and with
appropriate transitions.

Score Point 2

+ Shows Some Ability to produce a spoken response to a set
of three pictures.

+ Numerous Errors in pronunciation, grammar, and vocabulary;
heavy reliance on simple sentence structures, with almost no
use of idiomatic expressions.

« Errors are often distracting to listeners and cause confusion
about meaning.

 Speech may be insufficient and present poorly organized
or disorganized information; information may be imprecise
or inaccurate.

Score Point 1

« Very Limited ability to respond to a set of three pictures.

+ Speech contains Very Little Correct pronunciation, grammar,
and vocabulary; single words instead of complete thoughts.

» Numerous and serious problems distract listeners and cause
confusion about meaning; may be incoherent in places.

+ Amount of speech is minimal; information may be irrelevant
or inaccurate.

Score Point 0

» Too Minimal to score or Unintelligible; refusal to speak; no
response; response in a language other than English or only
repeating prompt; insufficient information to score.




Score Point 4

STORY RETELL
=1

Response is intelligible and fluent.

Story flow and logical sequence of events is enhanced by
expanded vocabulary and complex grammatical constructions.
Story detail is supported by adverbs and transitional phrases
(such as “first,” “because,” “finally,” “then,” “and after

that,” etc.)

Response is linguistically accurate (free from phonemic,
syntactical, or grammatical errors that may cause confusion

in meaning).

Score Point 3

Response is intelligible; pauses or hesitations in speech do not
interfere with comprehensibility.

Speech exhibits basic vocabulary and simple grammatical
constructions, but these do not interfere with story flow and
general sequence of events.

Story detail may be supported by a limited use of adverbs and
transitional phrases (such as “first,” “because,” “finally,” “then,”
“and after that,” etc.)

Response may have phonemic, syntactical, or grammatical
errors, but these cause little confusion in meaning.

Score Point 2

Response has hesitations or lapses that interfere with story
flow or comprehensibility.

Basic vocabulary and simple grammatical constructions allow
for little or no sequence of events and a minimum of

story detail.

Response may be limited to a simple story line or connected
set of ideas.

Response may have phonemic, syntactical, or grammatical
errors that distract listener or cause confusion in meaning.

Score Point 1

Response has severe hesitations, lapses, or errors

in pronunciation.

Response may be limited to one word or one sentence.
Response may only include isolated words, phrases, or
rote expressions.

Response may have little or no grammatical or syntactical
structure, or may be a repetition of a phrase heard in the
original story.

Score Point 0

Response is unintelligible; or
Response is only in native language; or
Student refused to speak.




Score Point 2

GUIDED DISCUSSION, PROMPT |

+ Response addresses topic of the prompt intelligibly and fluently. Expanded
vocabulary and word choice support response, giving enough information to
answer the question or respond to the statement given. Response is
linguistically accurate (free from phonemic, syntactical, or grammatical errors
that cause confusion in meaning).

Score Point 1

+ Response addresses topic of the prompt, but in an incomplete or indirect
way. Hesitations, lapses, or omissions in speech distract listener. Vocabulary
and word choice partially support response to the question or statement
given. Response has errors in pronunciation, sentence syntax, or grammar
that cause confusion in meaning, but confusion does not completely
affect comprehensibility.

Score Point 0

+ Response does not address topic of prompt.

+ Vocabulary or word choice does not give enough information to respond to
question or statement.

+ Response has linguistic errors (phonemic, syntactical, or grammatical) that
block comprehensibility.

+ Speech is unintelligible.

« Response is only in native language.

« Student refused to speak.

Score Point 2

GUIDED DISCUSSION, PROMPT 11

« Response supports conversational flow by giving specific example(s) to
discussion topic, explaining detail(s) given in first response, or focusing
discussion on specific point(s). Response is intelligible and fluent, drawing
on student’s expanded vocabulary. Response is linguistically accurate (free
from phonemic, syntactical, or grammatical errors that cause confusion
in meaning).

Score Point 1

+ Response supports conversational flow in a limited way; student provides
only a general example to the current discussion topic or does not explain or
focus on detail(s) fully. Response is hesitant or broken, and only basic
vocabulary is evident. Response has errors in pronunciation, sentence syntax,
or grammar that cause confusion in meaning, but confusion does not
completely affect comprehensibility.

Score Point 0

+ Response does not address topic of prompt or does not respond to question
or statement given.

« Vocabulary or word choice used do not give an example, detail, or focus to
any statement in first prompt.

« Response has linguistic errors (phonemic, syntactical, or grammatical) that
completely block comprehensibility.

+ Speech is unintelligible.

+ Response is only in native language.

+ Student refused to speak.
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