Unit 10:  Understanding School Structure

Reporting Suspected Child Abuse

OBJECTIVE: The students will understand the procedures and process of reporting suspected abuse.

	Resource(s) Needed: 
	Activity Type:
	Time (Minutes)
	Written By:

	Guest Speaker(s):

· School Psychologist

· Social Worker (DSS)

· Forms from MI Family Independence Agency (FIA)


	Cooperative Groups
	90
	Kim Knoll




	Teacher Activities
	Student Activities

	· Invite a principal, school psychologist, or social worker in to discuss child abuse laws and teachers’ reporting responsibilities.

· Before you introduce the speaker, discuss (as a class) the issue of safety in your classroom.  [We talked about the student who is unable to learn the material due to negative factors which inhibit their learning and  the Columbine English teacher who is being sued for not reporting the journal entries of violence.]
	· Discuss the effects child abuse has on a child’s education.



	· Facilitate the speaker’s presentation.
	· Listen and take notes from the speaker.   Make comments and ask questions.


ASSESSMENT (Student Performance): Given a list of problems walk through the proper channels that they would take in different situations.  Some Examples: 

1) What do you do if a student is crying and refuses to go out for recess because bullies are picking on him?

2) What steps do you take when your kindergartner has four broken bones throughout the school year and the same excuse for each one?

3) What do you do if your student has lice repeatedly, dirty clothes, and is never prepared for the cold weather?

FIELD EXPERIENCE CONNECTING ACTIVITY: The student will interview their co-operating teacher about any problems they have had to report.   They may have to interview the principal if their teacher has never encountered this before.
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