Unit 7:  Instructional Performance Skills

Simulation Techniques

OBJECTIVE:  Students will review the curriculum for their field experience site and determine an objective that could be delivered as a simulation.  They will then plan the simulation.

	Resource(s) Needed: 
	Activity Type:
	Time (Minutes)
	Written By:

	TCA Workbook


	Individual

Cooperative Groups
	90
	Carole Fetke


	Teacher Activities
	Student Activities

	· Define and discuss the concept of simulations

· Common examples now exist in PC software:  SIM City, Amazon Trail, etc.
	· Have students create an individual brainstorm list of sims they have completed

	· Discuss sims as a culminating activity (i.e., a thematic lesson on Indians could culminate with a simulated Trading Post—culminating activities should reach outside of the classroom to increase students’ engagement / anxiety level)

· Direct students to choose one sim from their list to develop (use the questions from the Simulation Techniques study guideline (TCA WB)
	· Round table brainstorm possible sims in their high school classes with their cooperative group

· Choose one sim to develop (use the questions from the Simulation Techniques study guideline (TCA WB)

	· Utilizing the Simulation Techniques study guideline (TCA WB) to develop a sim for your field site
	· Develop one sim for your field site (utilize the study guideline)

	· Assess the individual sims
	· Discuss your sim with your cooperative group


ASSESSMENT (Student Performance):  Students will be assessed on the depth of their simulation – does it provide a realistic culmination of the learning?  Does the simulation reach outside of the classroom?  If not, does it realistically simulate a real-world activity?

FIELD EXPERIENCE CONNECTING ACTIVITY:  Utilize your simulation at the field site (or create a new simulation with the guidance of your cooperating teacher).

AUTHOR’S COMMENTS:  Students could also document their use of a pre-packaged simulation (i.e., an accounting practice set); however, these simulations are not as likely to be utilized at the elementary / middle school level.  Students may think they have never participated in a simulation; however, band concerts, school plays, school store, school bank, etc. are all examples of simulations utilized as a culminating activity.
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