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EXECUTIVE ORDER 6.0

Concerning the Isolation and Quarantining of Individuals and Property in Response to the Current Disaster Emergency Epidemic

Pursuant to the authority vested in the Office of the Governor of the State of Colorado, and pursuant to relevant portions of the Colorado Disaster Emergency Act, § 24-32-2100 et seq., C.R.S. (2001), I, Bill Owens, Governor of the State of Colorado, issue this Executive Order as follows:

1.
Background and Need

On ______________, 200__, acting pursuant to § 24-32-2104(8), the Governor's Expert Emergency Epidemic Response Committee ("Committee") determined that an emergency epidemic of exists in the State of Colorado [or name county]. I issued Executive Order ____, dated ______________, 200__, declaring the existence of a Disaster Emergency, pursuant to C.R.S. § 24-32-2104, in the State of Colorado and activating the State Emergency Operations Plan.

Acting in accordance with C.R.S. 24-32-2104(8)(d), and the State Emergency Function (SEF) #8 provisions of the State Emergency Plan, the Committee has found that:

A.  An emergency epidemic of _____________
exists infecting or exposing people to this disease;

B.  [Name of disease] poses a serious threat to the public health and may cause death;

C.  [Name of disease] is highly contagious;

D. To prevent the further spread of [name of disease] and protect the public health, it is necessary to isolate all individuals infected with the disease or to quarantine all individuals exposed to the disease.

Therefore, pursuant to C.R.S. § 24-32-2104(8)(e), the Committee has advised me that isolating and quarantining individuals are reasonable and appropriate measures to reduce or prevent the spread of the disease and to protect the public health.

Powers of Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment

C.R.S. § 25-1-107(1)(b) empowers the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment (CDPHE) to "establish, maintain, and enforce isolation and quarantine, and, in pursuance thereof and for this purpose only, to exercise such physical control over property and the persons of the people within this state as the department may find necessary for the protection of the public health."

C.R.S. § 25-1-114(1)(a) states that it is unlawful for any person to "willfully violate, disobey, or disregard the provisions of the public health laws or the terms of any lawful notice,

order, standard, rule, or regulation issued pursuant thereto...." C.R.S. § 25-1-114(4) provides that violation of such an order is a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not more than one thousand dollars, or by imprisonment in the county jail for not more than one year, of both.

Powers of Local Boards of Health

Local boards of health have existing statutory powers to combat infectious disease epidemics. Local boards may isolate infected persons. C.R.S. §§ 25-1-637 to 640. Local boards can also establish quarantines areas. C.R.S. § § 25-1-631 to 634. Local boards are also empowered to take measures to prevent the spread of infectious disease. C.R.S. § 25-1-645.

2.
Mission and Scope
This Executive Order orders the following:

A. Definitions. As used in this Executive Order,

(1) "Communicable period" means the time during which an infectious agent may be transferred directly or indirectly from an infected person to another person.

(2) "Incubation period" means the time interval between initial contact with an infectious agent and the first appearance of symptoms associated with the infection.

(3) "Infectious agent" means an organism that is capable of producing infection or infectious disease.

(4) "Isolation" shall mean the separation, for the period of communicability, of infected persons from others in such places and under such conditions as to prevent or limit the direct or indirect transmission of the infectious agent from those infected to those who are susceptible to infection or who may spread the agent to others.

(5) A person has "notice" of a fact when:

(a) He or she has actual knowledge of it; or

(b) He or she has received a notice or notification of it.

(6) "Quarantine" shall mean restriction of the activities of well persons who have been exposed to a case of communicable disease during its period of communicability to prevent disease transmission during the incubation period if infection should occur.

B. People Subject to Isolation. The Executive Director or Chief Medical Officer of the CDPHE or a local board of health shall immediately isolate all persons known to be infected with ________________
for the period of communicability. All people subject to such isolation shall comply with the directions of the CDPHE or local board of health.

C. People Subject to Quarantine. The Executive Director or Chief Medical Officer of the CDPHE or a local board of health shall order the quarantine of any person who has been

exposed to an infectious agent or was present at [name location] on [date] at [time]. Such people shall be subject to the terms of quarantine when they have received notice of the order.

D. Restriction of Quarantined People. Any such quarantined person shall:

(1) be confined to his or her home, and may not leave those premises for any purpose except as directed by the Executive Director or Chief Medical Officer of the CDPHE or a local board of health; or

(2) be confined to any other location designated by the Executive Director or Chief Medical Officer of the CDPHE or a local board of health; and

(3) not put himself or herself in contact with any person not subject to quarantine other than a physician or other health care provider.

E. Restriction of People Not Subject to Quarantine. No person, other than a person authorized by the Executive Director or Chief Medical Officer of the CDPHE or a local board of health, shall enter a quarantined premises or have physical contact with any quarantined person.

F. Exceptions to Quarantine Restrictions. No person subject to the quarantine order may leave the premises to which he is confined unless permitted by the Executive Director or Chief Medical Officer of the CDPHE or a local board of health.

G. Enforcement of Quarantine. Pursuant to state and local emergency operations plans, local law enforcement officials shall enforce the provisions of this quarantine order. [I have also called out the National Guard to respond to the current Disaster Emergency. While acting under call of the governor, an officer or member of the Colorado National Guard acts as a Peace Officer, Level III under C.R.S. §18-1-901(3)(1)(111). I am directing the National Guard to assist local law enforcement in enforcing this quarantine order.]

H. Violation of this Quarantine. Any person who violates this quarantine order may be subject to prosecution by the District Attorney for prosecution under C.R.S. § 25-1-114(4) or may be subject to civil fines for violating an order of a local board of health as provided in C.R.S. § 25-1-633 or 646.

I. Care of Quarantined People. Observance of this quarantine is vital to protect the public health. At the same time, compliance with the quarantine may pose a hardship to some people. I direct the Office of Emergency Management and local emergency management agencies to coordinate private or public efforts to take reasonable measures to provide adequate food, clothing, necessities or medication and medical care to quarantined people and people living in the household of any quarantined person who is affected by the quarantine.

3. 
Duration
This Executive Order shall expire ______
days from the date of its signature, unless rescinded or extended by Executive Order.

Given under my hand and The Executive Seal of the State of Colorado, this ____ day of _____________
, 200__.

Bill Owens,

Governor

