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Joe Whitley is the General Counsel of the Department of Homeland Security.  He was confirmed by the Senate in July 2003 and was sworn in to become the Department’s first General Counsel on August 1, 2003.

Mr. Whitley serves as the chief legal adviser to the Secretary of the Department of Homeland Security.  As General Counsel of the Department, he and his staff help assure that Departmental activities fully comply with all legal requirements and that the Department’s efforts to secure the nation are consistent with the civil rights and liberties of our citizens.
Mr. Whitley is responsible for integrating 1,500 lawyers from 22 different agencies into a cohesive, full service legal division.  As the chief legal officer of the Department, Mr. Whitley oversees the work of lawyers in virtually all DHS Directorates and component agencies, such as the Secret Service, the Coast Guard, Border & Transportation Security, Emergency Preparedness and Response, the Bureau of Citizenship and Immigration Services, Information Analysis & Infrastructure Protection, Transportation Security Administration, and Science and Technology.   
Mr. Whitley served as Associate Attorney General under President George H.W. Bush, as well as being the only Senate-confirmed U.S. Attorney ever to be appointed in two different federal judicial districts.  Under President Reagan, he was the U.S. Attorney in the Middle District of Georgia in Macon, and under President George H.W. Bush, Mr. Whitley served as the U.S. Attorney in the Northern District of Georgia in Atlanta.

Prior to joining the Department of Homeland Security, Mr. Whitley was a partner at Alston & Bird, where he served as head of its Government Enforcement & Investigations Group, his practice concentrating on government investigations, environmental and health care fraud and complex civil litigation.
Mr. Whitley is a former member of the Criminal Justice Section Council of the American Bar Association.  He served as Vice Chair for Governmental Affairs of the 2002-03 ABA Criminal Justice Section.  He also chaired annual seminars and institutes for Georgia ICLE on White Collar Crime, Health Care Fraud, and Cybercrime.
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