When Novak turned to go back into the house, each officer indicated that they were
no longer in fear for their own life, but that of
who was inside. Officers were
aware of the previous reported shots fired and were clearly aware that Novak
possessed a firearm. They said they used their training and experience and decided
to fire their weapons. Three separate officers discharged their firearms, while two
others who had their weapons pointed at Novak, did not.
MSP has a use of deadly force policy as provided here:
7.2 DEADLY FORCE
A. Deadly force is any use of force that creates a substantial risk of causing death or
serious bodily harm.
B. Deadly force is authorized to protect enforcement members or others from what is
reasonably believed to be a threat of death or serious bodily harm.
C. Deadly force shall be exercised only when all other reasonable efforts to subdue
the subject have failed or reasonable efforts cannot succeed without endangering the
life of the enforcement member or others.
D. If a verbal warning is feasible under the circumstances and doing so will not
increase the risk of injury to the member or any other person, the enforcement
member should identify themselves as a law enforcement officer and give a verbal
warning of their intent to use deadly force.
E. Deadly force shall not be used to affect an arrest for a misdemeanor charge or when
apprehending a person fleeing from such a charge
It is clear that officers were initially in reasonable fear for their own lives and
became in reasonable fear for the life of another. They made reasonable efforts to
subdue Novak by shouting commands and attempting to get her to put her gun down.
They gave verbal warnings and commands which Novak ignored. The use of force
was justified in this situation.
There are numerous videos of the incident which confirm the details in the
officers’ reports. Body cams were worn by some of the officers and there is one
bystander video which shows the incident as well. In each video you can see/hear
officers yelling commands to Novak. She then comes from around the house by the
truck towards the front door and stands in front of the porch. She continually yells
at the officers to shoot her while they implore her to put the gun down. She then
turns and flings open the screen door to enter the house. At that time, officers
discharge their weapons.

As Novak refused commands and possessed a real threat to officers and then
the occupant inside the house. I believe the use of deadly force is justified. No further
action should be taken against the officers involved.

